
8. The New Testament Hope (4Q 2022—Life Everlasting: On Death, Dying, and the Future 

Hope) 

 

Biblical material: 1 Cor. 15:12–19; John 14:1–3; John 6:26–51; 1 Thess. 4:13–18; 1 Cor. 15:51–

55; 1 John 5:11, 12. 

 

Quotes 

• The great unfinished aspect of Christ’s return dominates the hope of the New Testament. 

Michael Green. 

• Until Christians have learned what the second coming of Christ means, the event as 

something that happens may continue to be delayed. Recall the expression with which the 

early Christians greeted each other—Maranatha—the Lord is coming. When His present 

rediscover that expectancy, that hope as a way of life, then only will eternity break into and 

give value and meaning to their `history. Jack Provonsha 

• Hope is definitely not the same thing as optimism. It’s not the conviction that something 

will turn out well, but the certainty that something makes sense, regardless of how it turns 

out. It is the hope, above all, that gives us strength to live and to continually try new things, 

even in conditions that seem hopeless. Life is too precious to permit its devaluation by 

living pointlessly, emptily, without meaning, without love and, finally, without hope. 

Vaclav Havel 

• God in his very being is the future of the world. Wolfhart Pannenberg 

• Nothing worth doing is completed in our lifetime; therefore, we must be saved by hope. 

Nothing true or beautiful or good makes complete sense in any immediate context of 

history; therefore, we must be saved by faith. Nothing we do, however virtuous, can be 

accomplished alone; therefore, we are saved by love. Reinhold Niebuhr  

• Just as the resurrection faith is hope’s foundation, so Christ’s second coming defines hope’s 

horizon. Without the expectation of Christ’s second coming there is no Christian hope. 

Juergen Moltmann 

 

Questions 

What is the basis for hope? How can we share our hope without seeming to be doomsday 

crackpots? Has the second advent hope become dim? Have we become too busy “occupying” until 

Jesus comes? Why is the return of Jesus not central in our perspective of the future? How does this 

fit into the great controversy?  

 

Bible summary 

 In 1 Cor. 15:12–19 Paul explains to those who deny the resurrection that such a view means that 

Jesus isn’t risen either, and that “If our hope in Christ is only for this life, we’re the most pitiful 

people of all!” Jesus promises to return and to take us home with him (John 14:1–3). In John 6:26–

51 Jesus explains he is the bread that brings eternal life. Paul describes the return of Jesus in 1 

Thess. 4:13–18. We will be changed at this coming (1 Cor. 15:51–55). “The evidence is this: God 

has given eternal life to us, and we have this life through his Son.” 1 John 5:11 FBV. 

 

Comment 

Hope is so often misused and misunderstood. As a word, it is so over-used and under-valued 

that we make give it too many worthless meanings. “I hope so” all too often mans “I don’t really 

expect it.” It’s a faint, vague wish that we “hope” will happen, but do not really anticipate. It just 

would be nice, but who could really believe in such a hope.   

The truth is that God’s hope especially in the New Testament is not some insubstantial carrot to 

lure us on into an insecure future. It is the solid answer to our hopelessness, that hopelessness that 

hangs over us like a gray mist and chills the living fire of confident anticipation of a wonderful 



future. Hope is what gives meaning to the present, and makes the troubles and trial worthwhile as 

we look for the fulfillment of promise. 

Too many people hope in things that cannot provide assurance. Hope in money, or in 

possessions or any kind, hope in a cure, hope in fallible human beings—none of these are worth 

trusting with your treasure of hope. “Hope without an object cannot live” (Samuel Taylor 

Coleridge), and the object of our hope must be in the nature and character of God himself. 

For hope is essential—and without hope we cannot survive. Hope is close to the fundamental 

essence of living—to motivation, to meaning, to purpose. It is a vital part of our creativity that says 

there is more beyond. Hope is the antidote to the fearfulness that invades our world and assaults 

each of us. For the consumer society gives us what we think we want, only to find it helps us not at 

all. We become frustrated, dissatisfied, and all our grasping after the elusive “answers” only leads 

us to despair. But God’s hope is the answer in contrast to our supposed “answers,” and it is the 

element of hope that gives a direction to our lives, full of meaning and purpose.  

Many religions and philosophies attempt to answer questions of existence and to provide some 

kind of hope. Without being arrogant, the Christian hope presented in the Bible outclasses them all. 

We have a “better hope” according to Hebrews 7:19. 

Why? Because it is based on the promise of God Himself, it assures us of a future together with 

Him, it gives motivation and purpose to the present, it is far more meaningful than the materialistic 

hopes of this age, it is guaranteed through the resurrection of Jesus… 

For is there is no future together with God, then the present loses its value and as Paul 

commented, without the hope of resurrection then all is in vain. In 1 Corinthians 15:19-28 the 

present life (where we do our hoping) is contrasted with the resurrection to everlasting life (where 

hope will be realized). As Paul says, if this life was all, what would happen to hope? That is why 

the resurrection is vital—it the way in which hope is fulfilled. Death is destroyed—the ultimate 

enemy, so that our hope and future with God may be achieved. 

“The human being is only to be defined in terms of his whither, not of his whence,” wrote 

theologian Helmut Thielicke. In other words, it’s where we’re going that is important, not where 

we came from. What God sees in us in potential is what he wants to make reality in His Kingdom 

of the future—which is why he waits for us to respond to His glorious offer of salvation. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

If you trust God, you will see more reason to trust him. As you talk of his goodness, you will 

see more of his love to talk about. Thus the mind may be trained to live in the brightness of the Sun 

of righteousness, and not in the shadow which Satan casts athwart our path. Hope in God, who is 

the health of our countenance, and our God.  {RH, September 1, 1891} 

The Christian’s hope does not rest upon the sandy foundation of feeling. Those who act from 

principle will behold the glory of God beyond the shadows, and rest upon the sure word of 

promise. They will not be deterred from honoring God however dark the way may seem. Adversity 

and trial will only give them an opportunity to show the sincerity of their faith and love. When 

depression settles upon the soul, it is no evidence that God has changed. He is “the same yesterday, 

and to day, and for ever” (Hebrews 13:8). You are sure of the favor of God when you are sensible 

of the beams of the Sun of Righteousness; but if the clouds sweep over your soul, you must not feel 

that you are forsaken. Your faith must pierce the gloom… {TMK 257}   

We are looking for the second coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We are not only to 

believe that the end of all things is at hand. We are to be filled with the advent spirit that when the 

Lord comes He may find us ready to meet Him, whether we are working in the field, or building a 

house, or preaching the Word; ready to say, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will 

save us.” (Isaiah 25:9). {10MR 388} 
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