
7. Christ’s Victory Over Death (4Q 2022—Life Everlasting: On Death, Dying, and the Future 

Hope) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 27:62–66; John 10:17, 18; Matt. 27:51–53; John 20:11–29; 1 Cor. 15:5–8; 

Rev. 1:17, 18 

 

Quotes 

• By His death on the cross Jesus triumphed over the forces of evil. He who subjugated the 

demonic spirits during His earthly ministry has broken their power and made certain their 

ultimate doom. Jesus’ victory gives us victory over the evil forces that still seek to control 

us, as we walk with Him in peace, joy, and assurance of His love. Now the Holy Spirit 

dwells within us and empowers us. Continually committed to Jesus as our Saviour and 

Lord, we are set free from the burden of our past deeds. No longer do we live in the 

darkness, fear of evil powers, ignorance, and meaninglessness of our former way of life. In 

this new freedom in Jesus, we are called to grow into the likeness of His character… 

Seventh-day Adventist Fundamental Beliefs: 11. Growing in Christ 

• Calvary shows how far men will go in sin, and how far God will go in man’s salvation. 

H.C. Trumbull 

• Freed to draw by its own power, the cross remains the magnet of the souls of men. Kenneth 

Cragg 

• Christianity is a religion about a cross. Leon Morris 

• Without the resurrection, the cross is just another piece of bad news. Chuck Scriven 

 

Questions 

 In what way was the cross a victory? How could the ignominious death by crucifixion of Jesus 

of Nazareth by the Romans be proclaimed as the victory over death? Without the resurrection, 

what would the death of Jesus mean? Why is the resurrection so important—not just for us, but 

for the whole of the Universe? What were the angels thinking between Jesus’ death and 

resurrection? 

 

Bible summary 

 Matt. 27 is Matthew’s account of Jesus’ crucifixion. “This is why the Father loves me, because I 

lay down my life so I may take it up again. No one takes it from me; I choose to lay it down. I have 

the right to give it up, and I have the right to take it back.” John 10:17, 18 FBV. John 20:11–29 

recounts Jesus’ appearances to Mary and his disciples after his resurrection. Paul also gives Jesus’ 

post-resurrection appearances, and includes himself (1 Cor. 15:5–8). Jesus is alive forever and 

holds the keys of death and the grave (Rev. 1:17, 18). 

 

Comment 

 While we appreciate the assurance that the victory over evil has been won, and that God is on 

our side bringing victory over evil forces, this should not become triumphalism. Our victory is not 

by force. In the same way as Zechariah quotes God: “Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit” 

we are not to look to winning the war through some “military” means. 

 Jesus’ way of achieving victory was on the cross. So we need to identify with and use the 

same kind of means. Love does not insist on having it own ay etc. It is not down to compulsion, but 

a desire to win through a demonstration of living care. Of course love can still be rejected, and evil 

has consistently done this. In the end there is an End! But not by overwhelming force, but through 

a demonstration of what is true and right. 

Jesus came into the world to reveal God, to save humanity, to demonstrate truth, to refute 

Satan’s charges, to prove the fatal nature of sin, to show a victorious life, to affirm the unchanging 

nature of God’s principles, to destroy the works of the Devil, to show us God’s incredible love and 



grace… and much more! In unmasking the Devil and his lies, this “murderer from the beginning” 

who assassinated the character of God, Jesus answers the charges in the great controversy so that 

the whole universe can understand that God has always been telling the truth, and is the source of 

goodness, love, and right. 

He gives us the opportunity to share in his victory through his grace. This victory is the victory 

over death and evil, over pain and sadness, over the passing nature of this life. Through Christ’s 

victory we have access to eternal life.  

But this is no militaristic victory. It was not won by force. It was won by love. This is the most 

incredible aspect of God—that even though he indeed has the power to do whatever he wants, he 

chooses never to use that power in a selfish way. He looks to win through invitation and 

demonstration, by showing grace and kindness to even the worst of his enemies.  

As a result we share with him in this victory of love, and can never use the old selfish ways of 

compulsion and force. We have been set free from the results of our sins—in that we will not die as 

a natural consequence. God is healing the damage done; he is working to remake his image in us 

once more. As the Belief Statement quoted above says, “We are called to grow into the likeness of 

His character.” We are to look to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. We cannot do this in 

ourselves—God himself is the one who does this in us and for us. As we accept his transforming 

grace in our lives, daily choosing to follow him and identify with him that right is truly right and 

something we desperately want for ourselves. In this way our lives do become a spiritual 

experience, and God is at the center of our thoughts and motives as we seek to follow him in all 

that we say and do. 

We cannot truly understand the cross except in the light of his resurrection. All too often, 

focusing on elements of sacrifice, we miss the whole point. Jesus died, but then he rose again! 

Without the resurrection, what would the cross be but a magnificent gesture? The resurrection 

gives the cross meaning and certainty, for without the resurrection there is no future. 

 A major criticism of many “theories of the atonement” is that they leave out the resurrection. 

The emphasis is on making blood-payment, on providing sacrifice, on moral influence, on being a 

legal substitute and so on. But these images cannot contain the transforming, amazing 

demonstration of resurrection. They limit the act of God to transaction and payment, or “mere” 

moral appeal, and can be as dry as bones, as lifeless as a dead body. But the resurrection makes the 

atonement pulse with life, confirms the animating power of God, and guarantees the present and 

future presence of God. Now that’s atonement! 

 

Ellen White Comments 

Christ’s resurrection proves that he has power over death and the grave. He is willing and able 

to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by him.  {RH, August 13, 1889}  

The power of the eternal Father and the sacrifice of the Son should be studied more than it is. 

The perfect work of Christ was consummated in His death upon the cross. In His sacrifice and His 

intercession at the right hand of the Father, is our only hope of salvation. It should be our joy to 

exalt the character of God before men, and make His name a praise in the earth. {2SM 170} 

 Christ’s first work on earth after His resurrection was to convince His disciples of His 

undiminished love and tender regard for them. To give them proof that He was their living 

Saviour, that He had broken the fetters of the tomb, and could no longer be held by the enemy 

death; to reveal that He had the same heart of love as when He was with them as their beloved 

Teacher, He appeared to them again and again. He would draw the bonds of love still closer 

around them.  {DA 793} 


