
6. He Died for Us (4Q 2022—Life Everlasting: On Death, Dying, and the Future Hope) 

 

Biblical material: Rev. 13:8; Matt. 17:22, 23; Mark 9:30–32; John 19:1–30; Rom.6:23; 1 Cor. 

1:18–24; John 3:14, 15. 

 

Quotes 

• In Christ we see God for us. Marjorie Hewitt Suchocki 

• Penal substitutionary atonement is central to the Christian gospel… To deny penal 

substitutionary atonement is to deny the Gospel. Jacob Reaume 

• It would not have been right for the restoration of human nature to be left undone, and…it 

could not have been done unless man paid what was owing to God for sin. But the debt was 

so great that, while man alone owed it, only God could pay it, so that the same person must 

be both man and God. Thus it was necessary for God to take manhood into the unity of His 

Person, so that he who in his own nature ought to pay and could not should be in a person 

who could… The life of this Man was so sublime, so precious, that it can suffice to pay 

what is owing for the sins of the whole world, and infinitely more. Anselm 

• If Christ be not the Substitute, He is nothing to the sinner. Horatius Bonar 

• For if there is one conclusion which had come almost to be taken for granted in enlightened 

Christian quarters, it is that the idea of substitution has led theology on a wrong track; and 

that the word “substitution” must now be dropped from the doctrine of the Atonement as 

too heavily laden with misleading and even false connotations. F.W. Camfield 

 

Questions 

 What do we mean when we say “he died for us”? What does that “for” actually imply? Is it 

possible that we have imposed on these clear statements of God giving himself for us some other 

kind of meaning? How does penal substitutionary atonement really operate? Does God demand a 

death before he can forgive? In what ways may we be misrepresenting the character of God? 

 

Bible summary 

 Rev. 13:8 describes “the Lamb slain from the beginning of the world.” Jesus predicts his death 

and resurrection in Matt. 17:22, 23 and Mark 9:30–32. The crucifixion if Jesus is recounted in 

John 19:1–30. “The wage sin pays is death, but God’s free gift is eternal life through Christ Jesus 

our Lord.” Rom.6:23 FBV. The message of the cross may seem foolish to unbelievers, but it is 

the power of God to those who are saved (1 Cor. 1:18–24). Jesus is lifted up on the cross in the 

same way Moses lifted up the brass serpent, so that “everyone who trusts in him will have eternal 

life.” John 3:15. 

 

Comment 

All too often we miss the point, from having heard the words too often. “Christ died for us,” we 

intone, and immediately a host of theological baggage arrives ready to be unloaded, unpacked, and 

unwrapped. 

Talk about needing a code book, for there’s much that has to be deciphered. “In these words we 

have the incarnational mystery of substitutionary and proleptic atonement,” says the scholar, 

preoccupied with defining and attributing and specifying. Not that any of that is essentially wrong; 

it may just get in the way. The problem is that we can misunderstand what is really happening, and 

get the whole issue the wrong way round. 

It’s for us. That’s the essential message. The direction of his act is usward, not Godward. Christ 

did not die for God, to fix things there. He died for us. 

It’s interesting how often we miss that major point. We can be so fixated on making sure we get 

the facts to fit our theoretical notions of how God makes salvation possible that we miss the actual 

sense of the message. The meaning of the words is lost in the theological noise, the cognitive static. 



So let’s look again at some texts to examine what “for us” really means. (The relevant parts are 

italicized for emphasis).
 

• When we were completely helpless, at just the right time Christ died for us ungodly people. 

Romans 5:6 FBV. 

• He’s the one who died for us so that whether we’re alive or dead we shall live together with 

him. 1 Thessalonians 5:10 FBV. 

• Christ died for everyone so that they shouldn’t live any longer for themselves, but for him 

who died and rose again for them. 2 Corinthians 5:15 FBV. 

The first question is what does this “for” mean? Just because our theological minds have been 

attuned to understand “in place of” does not mean this is the original meaning. In fact, far clearer 

meanings of “for” here would be “on behalf of,” or “because of.” The “for” is in our direction, it is 

“towards” us. In the same way when we give a gift and say “it’s for you” as we hand it over, God is 

directing the gift of himself to us. 

It would make little sense to give a gift and say “it’s for you” and mean “it’s on behalf of you.” 

Yet that is the “usual” theological meaning imposed on these verses.  

A major message of Jesus’ death is that sin kills. Sin has an inherent consequence. The 

“payment” is intrinsic, it is automatic. It is not an imposed penalty, but a simple consequence of 

action. 

In conclusion, what is the truth regarding Jesus dying for us?  

• “So what’s our response to all this? If God is for us, who can be against us? God, who did 

not hold back his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, won’t he also freely give us 

everything?” Romans 8:31, 32 FBV. 

The fundamental message as demonstrated by Jesus is that God is on our side. He is not 

opposed, in fact he places himself squarely on our side, with us. He is for us, for all of us. 

He gave himself for us so that we could be for him—to be changed into the kind of people we 

would want to be. Not in some theoretical way of having goodness imputed to us when we really 

are not, but being truly changed, wishing to live in the only way that makes sense—God’s way. We 

are changed by the giving God who gave himself for us and continues for all eternity to give 

himself to and for us. 

• “
This is how we know what love is: Jesus laid down his life for us… We have experienced 

and trusted in the love that God has for us.” 1 John 3:16; 4:16 FBV. 

 

God is for us. God is for us. 
 

Ellen White Comments 

God does not stand toward the sinner as an executioner of the sentence against transgression; 

but He leaves the rejectors of His mercy to themselves, to reap that which they have sown. Every 

ray of light rejected, every warning despised or unheeded, every passion indulged, every 

transgression of the law of God, is a seed sown which yields its unfailing harvest. {GC 36.1}   

 The whole world needs to be instructed in the oracles of God, to understand the object of the 

atonement, the at-one-ment, with God. {7ABC 471.4} 

 The atonement of Christ sealed forever the everlasting covenant of grace. It was the fulfilling of 

every condition upon which God suspended the free communication of grace to the human family. 

Every barrier was then broken down which intercepted the freest exercise of grace, mercy, peace, 

and love to the most guilty of Adam’s race.  {AG 153.4}   

Why have we had so hard a judgment of our heavenly Father? From the light that God has 

given me, I know that Satan has misrepresented our God in every possible way. He has cast his 

hellish shadow athwart our pathway, that we might not discern our God as a God of mercy, 

compassion, and truth. This is why the iron has entered into our souls.  {FW 60} 
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