
5. Resurrections before the Cross (4Q 2022—Life Everlasting: On Death, Dying, and the 

Future Hope) 

 

Biblical material: Jude 9; Luke 9:28–36; 1 Kings 17:8–24; Luke 7:11–17; Mark 5:35–43; John 

11:1–44. 

 

Quotes 

• We follow One who stood and wept at the grave of Lazarus-not surely, because He was 

grieved that Mary and Martha wept, and sorrowed for their lack of faith (though some thus 

interpret) but because death, the punishment of sin, is even more horrible in his eyes than in 

ours. C. S. Lewis  

• The sinner can no more raise himself from the deadness of sin than Lazarus, who had been 

dead four days, until Jesus came. George Whitefield  

• But what had lasting significance were not the miracles themselves but Jesus’ love. Jesus 

raised his friend Lazarus from the dead, and a few years later, Lazarus died again. Jesus 

healed the sick, but eventually caught some other disease. He fed the ten thousands, and the 

next day they were hungry again. But we remember his love. It wasn’t that Jesus healed a 

leper but that he touched a leper, because no one touched lepers. Shane Claiborne  

• Believing in him is not the same as believing things about him such as that he was born of a 

virgin and raised Lazarus from the dead. Instead, it is a matter of giving our hearts to him, 

of come hell or high water putting our money on him, the way a child believes in a mother 

or a father, the way a mother or a father believes in a child. Frederick Buechner 

• God could, had He pleased, have been incarnate in a man of iron nerves, the Stoic sort who 

lets no sigh escape him. Of His great humility He chose to be incarnate in a man of delicate 

sensibilities who wept at the grave of Lazarus and sweated blood in Gethsemane. C.S. 

Lewis 

 

Questions 

 What is the reason for enumerating the resurrections that happened before the Cross? Why did 

Jesus only perform three resurrections during his ministry (at least as recorded in the gospels)? 

How would these earlier resurrections have been affected if Jesus had not risen from the dead? 

What do these resurrections tell us about the nature and character of God? 

 

Bible summary 

  Jude 9 references the dispute between Michael and the Devil over the body of Moses. Moses 

and Elijah appear with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration, indicating they both had been 

previously resurrected (Luke 9:28–36). Elijah raised the widow of Zarephath’s son (1 Kings 17:8–

24). Jesus raised the widow of Nain’s son (Luke 7:11–17), Jairus’ daughter (Mark 5:35–43), and 

Lazarus (John 11:1–44).  

 

Comment 

 Luke 9 records the experience of Jesus’ transfiguration. Imagine what it must have been like to 

see Jesus in this marvelous way on the mountain-top. But then we should ask if this is the basis for 

belief. Did the disciples who experienced this have a better perception of God as a result, and if so, 

why didn’t Jesus take all the disciples with him, or do this before a crowd of thousands? The 

private nature of this experience says much about the kind of God revealed by Jesus, and his 

methods of operation. In the present context the essential point is that both Moses and Elijah, 

showing they had been resurrected. 

 When it comes to the widow of Zarephath, we can rightly ask “why this particular widow?” 

Why is Elijah told to go all the way over to a village near Sidon, in the pagan land of the 

Phoenicians in what is today Lebanon? Jesus himself points out, “I guarantee that there were many 



widows in Israel during the time of Elijah when there was a drought for three and a half years, 

causing a great famine throughout the country. Yet Elijah wasn’t sent to any of them. He was sent 

to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon!” Luke 4:25, 26 FBV.  

The story is found in 1 Kings 17 and raises some obvious questions. Why her? What kind of 

“God-concepts” did this woman have? Even more significant than the endless supply of flour and 

oil is the raising of her son. It is one of the very few instances of resurrection in the Old Testament, 

so it should be seen as very significant. Yet after the resurrection of her son, we hear no more of 

the widow of Zarephath. What happened? It almost seems a missed opportunity… 

The raising of the widow of Nain’s son and Jairus’ daughter almost seem fortuitous in that they 

happened while Jesus was en route somewhere else. Only the raising of Lazarus seems definitively 

planned. Jesus says, “The end result of this sickness will not be death. Through this God’s glory 

will be revealed so that the Son of God may be glorified.” John 11:4 FBV. 

The dramatic raising of Lazarus provides the high point in Jesus’ healing ministry. In this 

wonderful description by John there are so many elements that beautifully portray the character of 

God. This passage is far more than a treatise on the state of the dead or proof of Jesus’ power over 

death—this is such a revelation of Jesus’ character of healing love. It is no accident that this story 

of resurrection is closely linked with the cross—as a living parable of God revealed in Jesus. 

Look again at how Jesus reacts to the whole situation—the report of Lazarus’ illness, his intent 

to heal, his compassion for Lazarus, Mary and Martha, his desire to help his disciples understand… 

In his loving care Jesus once again reveals his nature, and we see God working to heal the damage 

of sin and death. 

The tragedy in the story is that the response of the religious leaders is not one of joy at the 

bringing of life but the intent to cause death. That the resurrection of Lazarus becomes the primary 

reason to want to kill Jesus reveals the issues of the great controversy—the life-giving, God-

revealing mission of Jesus is in stark contrast to death-bringing, God-defaming work of Satan the 

Accuser. 

Even in the midst of the sadness, with Jesus himself weeping, some are still arguing over Jesus 

and his abilities, wondering (perhaps critically) if Jesus could not have saved Lazarus. Both Mary 

and Martha also offer some kind of rebuke, and Jesus deals with them graciously, always working 

to help everyone understand and believe in the goodness of a trustworthy God. 

Jesus follows this miracle, and the incident of Mary’s anointing of him “for his burial,” with 

one of the clearest explanations of the cross. Jesus is to be “lifted up” and so draw all to himself. 

John makes the comment plain by saying “He said this to point out the kind of death he was going 

to die.” (John 12:33 FBV). The kind of death Jesus dies is a revelatory death that tells us who God 

is, what he is like, and his intentions to us. Not for us alone, either, for through the cross God draws 

the on-looking universe, so that all may see the truth about God and his saving acts, his answers to 

the charges of the Devil, and his restoration of universe-wide harmony. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

The widow of Zarephath shared her morsel with Elijah, and in return her life and that of her son 

were preserved. And to all who, in time of trial and want, give sympathy and assistance to others 

more needy, God has promised great blessing. He has not changed. His power is no less now than 

in the days of Elijah. {PK 129-32} 

He wished Christ to reveal the Father in bodily form; but in Christ God had already revealed 

Himself. Is it possible, Christ said, that after walking with Me, hearing My words, seeing the 

miracle of feeding the five thousand, of healing the sick of the dread disease leprosy, of bringing 

the dead to life, of raising Lazarus, who was a prey to death, whose body had indeed seen 

corruption, you do not know Me? Is it possible that you do not discern the Father in the works that 

He does by Me? . . . God cannot be seen in external form by any human being. Christ alone can 

represent the Father to humanity.  {CC 320} 
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