
14. All Things New (4Q 2022—Life Everlasting: On Death, Dying, and the Future Hope) 

 

Biblical material: 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:3, 22; 1 John 3:2, 3; 1 Pet. 1:22; Isa. 25:8; Rev. 22:3–5. 

 

Quotes 

• The important point here is that the idea of “heaven” as the eternal hope of the righteous has 

no structural place in the story. It is simply irrelevant and extraneous to the plot. Heaven 

was never part of God’s purposes for humanity in the beginning of the story and has no 

intrinsic role as the final destiny of human salvation. J. Richard Middleton, A New Heaven 

and a New Earth: Reclaiming Biblical Eschatology 

• Hold ever before you the vision of the new heaven and new earth. Eileen Caddy 

• Our Christian hope is that we are going to live with Christ in a new earth, where there is not 

only no more death, but where life is what it was always meant to be. Timothy Keller 

• While we look forward to a new heaven, let's first consider the new earth, for the new earth 

will indeed be like heaven on earth. We will live on a restored earth. Paul P. Enns 

• The people of God are not merely to mark time, waiting for God to step in and set right all 

that is wrong. Rather, they are to model the new heaven and new earth, and by so doing 

awaken longings for what God will someday bring to pass. Philip Yancey 

 

Questions 

 Why is it important to think about God making all things new? What is the most significant 

aspect of the new earth? Why isn’t this just “pie-in-the-sky-by-and-by”? The first two chapters and 

the last two chapters of the Bible are the world without sin—so what of all that’s in-between? How 

do we see the final end of sin and sinners in the light of the great controversy?  

 

Bible summary 

 2 Pet. 3:13 FBV reminds us that “we are looking for new heavens and a new earth that God has 

promised where everything is good and right.” God will be with his people (Rev. 21:3, 22). “When 

he appears, we shall be like him” (1 John 3:2, 3 FBV). Consequently we are to love one another as 

true family (1 Pet. 1:22). Isaiah announces that God will destroy death forever, and wipe away all 

tears (Isa. 25:8). “There will no longer be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be 

there in the city, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on 

their foreheads. There will be no more night, and they will not need the light of a lamp, or the light 

of the sun, because the Lord God will give them light. They shall reign for ever and ever.” (Rev. 

22:3-5 FBV).  

 

Comment 

 Our views of the future destiny of humanity are out of step with the majority who believe you 

float away to heaven when you die and spend eternity there. How do we best present the “new 

earth home” as the Scriptural reality? And what difference does it make? 

The Day of the Lord is going to happen. Doubt about the time can lead to doubt about the 

event. But no, says Peter, it is absolutely certain. The Lord will come. And as a result we should be 

looking forward to that new heaven and new earth, the home of righteousness. 

Why? Because of the ongoing paradox of a good God and a suffering world—a situation that 

on the surface is antithetical to the character of God. As John Stott says, “The fact of suffering 

undoubtedly constitutes the single greatest challenge to the Christian faith, and has been in every 

generation. Its distribution and degree appear to be entirely random and therefore, unfair. Sensitive 

spirits ask if it can possibly be reconciled with God’s justice and love.” 

Yet who caused this situation? It’s the result of our choices. We have bought into the Devil's 

way, and experience the consequences of trying to go our own way. Not under the punitive 

hostility of God, but because choosing wrong instead of right has its own natural results. 



Tragically, such a way of living does lead to death, just as God said it would. Not as some imposed 

penalty by a divine dictator, but the inevitable result foreseen by a loving Creator.  

Think for a moment. What is the alternative? For God to intervene in every situation? To stop 

every car crashing, to prevent every earthquake, to defuse every terrorist's bomb? The result would 

be a world in which evil is never seen for what it truly is, for it never has its diabolical 

consequences. A world where God by his intervening power takes care of every problem and that 

turns into a world of eternal evil that can have no end. 

Only as the conflict is resolved through the unmasking of evil's real face, only as God is 

demonstrated to be the loving, compassionate Being he says he is, only as all his creation agrees 

with him that he was right all along—sonly then can God bring this rebellion to a close. Those who 

have chosen the Devil's way will be allowed their choice of final non-existence in the end-time 

destruction. And then, and only then, can God create a new heaven and a new earth, a place where 

righteousness dwells and the goodness of God reigns supreme (see 2 Peter 3:13)..  

Irish band U2 joined Johnny Cash for a song called The Wanderer. One line in the song 

declares, “They say they want the kingdom, but they don’t want God in it.”  How many people 

think like that? They long for a better world, yet exclude religious convictions. They say they want 

good government and a crime-free society, but they dismiss the God of morals and righteousness. 

They look for an eternity of existence, but refuse to come to the only one who can make life 

immortal. How is it possible to look for the kingdom of God, yet reject God? 

All the best plans for a new Golden Age on earth come to grief on the rocks of human 

selfishness. Though it is hard for some to accept, human nature leads to selfishness and 

exploitation, to personal advancement and the corruption of power. Despite the best of human 

attempts, we always fail to build the kingdom by ourselves. Unless God is there, human plans are 

in vain. 

We are not to try and set up God’s kingdom here on earth. Man-made theocracies are even 

worse, for they are based on religious coercion. Those who would bring in some kind of “Christian 

dominionism” by compulsion are just as misguided as the builders of the Tower of Babel, for it 

flies in the face of what God has said. His promise is not to bring about a “divine revolution” that 

will usher in some improved version of human government, but a total transformation—new 

heavens and a new earth—where righteousness dwells.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

I love to see everything that is beautiful in nature in this world. I think I would be perfectly 

satisfied with this earth, surrounded with the good things of God, if it were not blighted with the 

curse of sin. But we shall have new heavens and a new earth. John saw this in holy vision and said, 

"I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will 

dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them and be their 

God" [Revelation 21:3]. Oh, blessed hope, glorious prospect!--Letter 62, 1886.  {LDE 285.3} 

The earth promised to the meek will not be like this, darkened with the shadow of death and the 

curse. “We, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 

righteousness.” “There shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; 

and His servants shall serve Him.” 2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 22:3.  

There is no disappointment, no sorrow, no sin, no one who shall say, I am sick; there are no 

burial trains, no mourning, no death, no partings, no broken hearts; but Jesus is there, peace is 

there. There “they shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for He that 

hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall He guide them.” Isaiah 

49:10.  {MB 17-19}   
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