
12. The Biblical Worldview (4Q 2022—Life Everlasting: On Death, Dying, and the Future 

Hope) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 2:52; Matt. 4:23; 1 Cor. 6:19, 20; Ps. 24:3, 4; Acts 8:4–24; 1 John 3:1–3; 1 

Thessalonians 5:23. 

 

Quotes 

• Adventist understanding of the cosmic controversy has provided the church with a rational, 

integrated worldview. Every biblical teaching has its place and significance within its 

theological scope. The concept provides a “window” on the Sovereign Creator-God—His 

character, law, and government. It exposes the mystery of sin—what it is, how it began, and 

why it continues. Handbook of Seventh-day Adventist Theology, p.1003. 

• Remember, atheism is not a worldview itself. Atheism is defined by the view it does not 

have—theism. Doug Krueger 

• ‘Tis the temper of the hot and superstitious part of mankind in matters of religion ever to be 

fond of mysteries and for that reason to like best what they understand least. Isaac Newton. 

• The more mystery is encouraged, the more deceit can impose upon the human mind. 

Lemuel K. Washburn.  

• There once was a time when all people believed in God and the church ruled. This time was 

called the Dark Ages. Richard Lederer 

• True piety lies rather in the power to contemplate the universe with a quiet mind. Lucretius 

 

Questions 

 What is most significant about the Biblical worldview? For much of the past two millennia most 

people have believed in a Biblical worldview, but this has not stopped them killing and torturing 

each other—why not? While we may have a particular outlook on the world, what did Jesus say 

was the most important aspect of our Christian lives in Matthew 25?  

 

Bible summary 

 Jesus grew steadily wiser and stronger, favored both by God and by the people. Luke 2:52 FBV. 

Jesus teaches, spreads the good news, and heals (Matt. 4:23). Your body is a temple of the Holy 

Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). Only those who are pure in thought and action, don’t worship idols, and 

don’t lie can approach God (Ps. 24:3, 4). Acts 8:4–24 is the story of Simon the sorcerer. We are 

God’s children, and we shall be like him (1 John 3:1–3). “May the God of peace himself make you 

completely holy, and may your whole being—body, mind and spirit—be kept blameless for when 

our Lord Jesus Christ returns.” 1 Thessalonians 5:23 FBV. 

 

Comment 

  Ultimately, true knowledge, meaningful experience, and even the beginnings of science itself, 

depend on experimentation—recognising a God who makes sense. In other words, without a God 

who makes sense—a rational and reasonable being—then there is no motivation to understand the 

world in this way. A world view that posits a God who makes sense leads to a scientific 

understanding, for science depends on a world that is predictable and sense-making. This is 

particularly true when it comes to reproducibility—the concept that experiments can be repeated 

with consistent results.  

  Only if cause and effect are established in a repeatable way can we make any sense of our 

environment. Only if the material world is seen as operating under natural laws can it be 

understood and harnessed for benefit and progress. Only if God is seen as logical and dependable 

and trustworthy as the Creator of natural laws can such concepts develop.  

  Otherwise we exist in an unpredictable, confusing, and chaotic world in which all is magical and 

incomprehensible, with beliefs based on superstition and “lucky chance.” Survival is based on 



placating the uncertain whims of gods and spirits; meaning and purpose make little sense; and the 

philosophy of life is fatalistic.  

  In a capricious and magic-based worldview, the principles of true knowledge cannot develop. It 

is interesting to recognise—as many scholars have done—that the rise of the scientific method and 

the development of our modern world comes about in societies that presuppose a God of logic and 

order, a Creator convinced that what he made was “very good.” Only a God who makes sense can 

be looked to as the author of an understandable world, one of reason and consistency—so different 

to the many other “gods” who reveal themselves as frivolous and capricious, inconsistent and 

illogical, unreasonable and foolish. 

  If you have this latter worldview, you will only see what you are told to see of the world around 

you. You will not examine concepts of cause and effect from a logical basis. Your world is a 

contradictory and confusing place, and you will not even try to understand it, for you are told to 

believe, not understand. 

From the perspective of both theology and social context, we believe humanity is created in the 

image of God, and seek their concepts of meaning and purpose within the framework of a theology 

of freedom. Believing in a God who values freedom above all in his universe, the Adventist 

worldview sees an ongoing conflict between good and evil over truth and right, with the nature and 

character of God at the center of this conflict. The vindication of God through the confirmation of 

truth and right explains the contemporary problematic situation until the End. Consequently we 

continue to vigorously defend freedom of conscience and religious liberty as the most basic human 

right for all people, and are committed to protest violations, to educate the ignorant, and to support 

the persecuted. More than just a Biblical worldview, we are committed to following the teachings 

and practices of Jesus. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Your house is the world. Your light must not be put under a bushel or under a bed, but on a 

candlestick. The press is a powerful instrumentality, which God has ordained, to bring the truth 

before all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people. Pray, O pray, for a deeper experience. Go forth 

with your hearts softened and subdued by a study of the precious truths God has given us for this 

time. God will then give you wisdom to impart aright.”  {Outlook, February 18, 1913 par. 1} 

 He was the teacher sent by God to instruct mankind. As one in whom all restorative power is 

found, Christ spoke of drawing all men unto Him, and of giving the life everlasting. In Him there is 

power to heal every physical and every spiritual disease.  {LHU 167.5}   

     Christ came to our world with a consciousness of more than human greatness, to accomplish a 

work that was to be infinite in its results. Where do you find Him when doing this work? In the 

house of Peter the fisherman. Resting by Jacob’s well, telling the Samaritan woman of the living 

water. He generally taught in the open air, but sometimes in the Temple, for He attended the 

gatherings of the Jewish people. But oftenest He taught when sitting on a mountainside, or in a 

fisherman’s boat. He entered into the lives of these humble fishermen. His sympathy was enlisted 

in behalf of the needy, the suffering, the despised; and many were attracted to Him. . . . And to 

those who are longing for rest and peace today just as truly as those who listened to His words in 

Judea, He is saying, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest.” {LHU 167.6} 

If through faith man becomes one with Christ, he can win life everlasting. God loves those who 

are redeemed through Christ, even as He loves His Son. What a thought! Can God love the sinner 

as He loves His own Son?--Yes; Christ has said it, and He means just what He says. He will honor 

all our drafts if we will grasp His promise by living faith, and put our trust in Him. Look to Him, 

and live. All who obey God are embraced in the prayer which Christ offered to His Father, “I have 

declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may 

be in them, and I in them” (John 17:26). {1SM 300.1}   
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