
11. End-Time Deceptions (4Q 2022—Life Everlasting: On Death, Dying, and the Future 

Hope) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 7:21–27; John 11:40–44; 1 Pet. 3:18; 1 Sam. 28:3–25; Eph. 6:10–18; 2 

Corinthians 11:14, 15. 

 

Quotes 

• In a time of universal deceit, telling the truth becomes a revolutionary act. George Orwell 

• In my view, God educates us through our deceptions and mistakes, in order to make us 

understand at last that we ought to believe only in Him, and not in man. Jacques Maritain. 

• Where the questions of religion are concerned people are guilty of every possible kind of 

insincerity and intellectual misdemeanor. Sigmund Freud 

• Deception is everywhere. James Sanborn 

• Unthinking faith is a curious offering to be made to the creator of the human mind. John A 

Hutchinson 

• It were better to have no opinion of God at all than such an one as is unworthy of him; for 

the one is only unbelief—the other is contempt. Plutarch 
 

Questions 

 Why is it important to be aware of “end-time deceptions?” From a review of the Biblical 

material, what are the primary issues involved? How can we avoid being fooled by the Devil’s 

end-time deceptions? How do we separate truth from deception? What lessons do we learn about 

how God deals with the issues in the great controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

Mere claims to be followers of Jesus are insufficient (Matt. 7:21–27). John 11:40–44 details the 

raising of Lazarus, with no mention from him of any experience of anything after his death. “Jesus 

died because of sins, once and for all, the one who is completely true and good and right died for 

those who are bad, so that he could bring you to God. He was put to death in the body, but he came 

to life in the spirit.” 1 Pet. 3:18 FBV. 1 Sam. 28:3–25 is the story of Saul trying to communicate 

with Samuel’s ghost through the witch of Endor. We are called to stay strong and put on the armor 

of God to withstand the Devil (Eph. 6:10–18). Even the Devil pretends to be an angel of light (2 

Corinthians 11:14, 15). 

 

Comment 

The endtime is often a subject of much controversy. For some it is a time to be dreaded, for this 

is the time of trouble such as never was. For others it is merely the gateway to eternity. For others 

still it is the time to prove their characters. And for even still others, it is the time of God’s 

vindication and the beginning of reunion with God their friend. It all depends on how you see it—

most importantly, who you think God really is and what the endtime achieves. 

Is the emphasis to be on the time of trouble, or on becoming like the “stars forever and ever”? 

Or perhaps the real objective is to understand more of this “day” prophecies? Or is the best advice 

that given right at the very end of the book of Daniel?: “As for you, go your way till the end. You 

will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance.” Daniel 

12:13 NIV. 

As we’ve mentioned before, it is all too easy to become so absorbed by all the fascinating 

details that we miss the overall message of the great controversy. The primary message is that God 

is working through the issues, answering the questions and challenges, and eventually ensuring that 

those who trust and love him will be part of the vindication of truth and right. 

That’s why the endtime is so important. It is the conclusion of all that God has been working 

towards. As Emil Brunner wrote about the second advent, without such a conclusion, faith would 



be like a ladder which ended nowhere, steps into the void. There has to be the final consummation 

of the whole plan of God, which includes our salvation, but goes far beyond. 

We are told that in the last days deceptions will come: false Christs, spurious signs and 

wonders, counterfeit spirituality. If we know this to be true, how do we prepare ourselves to guard 

against such deceptions?  

Is not the greatest mistake to rely on great signs and miraculous manifestations, since these are 

the very things we are told will be used as Satan masquerades as Christ? So why do so many 

Christians today look for the amazing and astounding, as it such experiences were proof of their 

divine origin?  

More than anything else, we should be running far away from such extravaganzas, and focusing 

on the inner truths revealed by the Spirit through reason and evidence. Otherwise we will be 

“sitting ducks” when the Arch-deceiver arrives. 

How do we evaluate end-time “dreams and visions” and decide whether they are to be followed 

or not? Or since it is the last days, does every dream and vision count? The truth is (as Jesus 

mentioned in his parable of the rich man and Lazarus) that even if people came back from the dead, 

people still would not believe. In fact, the graciousness of God and his desire to give us freedom is 

demonstrated especially in the fact that God has given us “evidence to believe but has not removed 

the possibility of doubt.” 

If it were simply a question of power, then God could have won the argument long ago. Even 

the Devil concedes that God is more powerful. That’s not the issue. The question is over God’s 

position and his use of power. The Devil charges God with mismanagement, deliberate abuse of 

power, and arbitrary exercise of authority. The reason Jesus came was to refute such charges, and 

in Jesus we see the true right-being and right-doing of God.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

As the time of the end draws near, Satan’s temptations will be brought to bear with greater 

power upon God’s workers. He will employ human agents to mock and revile those who “build 

the wall.” But should the builders come down to meet the attacks of their foes, this would but 

retard the work. They should endeavor to defeat the purposes of their adversaries, but they should 

not allow anything to call them from their work. Truth is stronger than error, and right will prevail 

over wrong.... {CC 268} 

Faith in a lie will not have a sanctifying influence upon the life or character. No error is truth, or 

can be made truth by repetition, or by faith in it. Sincerity will never save a soul from the 

consequences of believing an error. Without sincerity there is no true religion, but sincerity in a false 

religion will never save a man. I may be perfectly sincere in following a wrong road, but that will not 

make it the right road, or bring me to the place I wished to reach. The Lord does not want us to have a 

blind credulity, and call that the faith that sanctifies. The truth is the principle that sanctifies, and 

therefore it becomes us to know what is truth. We must compare spiritual things with spiritual. We 

must prove all things, but hold fast only that which is good, that which bears the divine credentials, 

which lays before us the true motives and principles which should prompt us to action.—Letter 12, 

1890.  {2SM 56} 

The man who makes the working of miracles the test of his faith will find that Satan can, 

through a species of deceptions, perform wonders that will appear to be genuine miracles.... If we 

accept not the truth in the love of it, we may be among the number who will see miracles wrought 

by Satan in these last days, and believe them. {2SM 53} 
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