
10. The Fires of Hell (4Q 2022—Life Everlasting: On Death, Dying, and the Future Hope) 

 

Biblical material: Mark 9:42–48; Mal. 4:1; Jude 7; 1 Tim. 2:5; Acts 2:29, 34, 35; 1 John 5:3–12; 1 

Thessalonians 5:21. 

 

Quotes 

• I can hardly see how anyone ought to wish Christianity to be true; for if so the plain 

language of the text seems to show that the men who do not believe, and this would include 

my Father, Brother, and almost all my best friends, will be everlastingly punished. And this 

is a damnable doctrine. Charles Darwin 

• To rule by fettering the mind through fear of punishment in another world is just as base as 

to use force. Hypatia (c.370-415) 

• [Hell] makes man an eternal victim and God an eternal fiend. It is the one infinite horror... 

Beyond this Christian dogma, savagery cannot go. Robert Ingersoll 

• To err is human. To torture your children for an eternity is divine. John Quinley 

• In order that nothing be wanting to the happiness of the blessed in heaven, a perfect view is 

granted them of the torment of the damned! Thomas Aquinas. 

• This doctrine [of an eternal hell] has kept more away from God, and driven them into 

infidelity, than any other doctrine that was ever promulgated. I am solemnly convinced that 

it has done more to destroy men than all other errors put together. George Storrs 

 

Questions 

 Why is the subject of the “Fires of Hell” so important to consider? How do our preconceptions 

and assumptions color our view of the fate of the wicked? What does it say about our human nature 

that we might wish for some people to be tortured forever? How do these issues reflect the Devil’s 

charges in the great controversy, and what impact do they have on our concepts of God? 

 

Bible summary 

 In Mark 9:42–48 Jesus speaks about being thrown into Gehenna. Some translations use the word 

“hell,” but this is from Norse mythology and is not what Jesus was referencing. The Lord warns 

that one day the proud and the wicked will be completely burned up (Mal. 4:1). Note that it doesn’t 

say they will be kept burning forever. Sosom and Gomorrah are pointed out as examples of those 

that experience eternal fire. (Jude 7). Eternal in consequence, not in duration. Jesus is the mediator 

showing God to us (1 Tim. 2:5). Acts 2:29-35 explains that David died and was buried, and clearly 

states that he didn’t ascend to heaven, but Jesus did. We have life only through the Son (1 John 

5:3–12). “Make sure to check everything. Hold onto whatever is good.” 1 Thessalonians 5:21 FBV. 

 

Comment 

 The Online Etymology Dictionary has this on the entry for Hell: “The English word may be in 

part from Old Norse mythological Hel (from Proto-Germanic *halija “one who covers up or hides 

something”), in Norse mythology the name of Loki’s daughter who rules over the evil dead in 

Niflheim, the lowest of all worlds (nifl “mist”). A pagan concept…” 

 Note the telling phrase, “a pagan concept.” Why should we wish to include in the teachings of 

Jesus concepts that come from a later, pagan mythology? 

 Hell. For most a profanity rather than a point of doctrine-- yet still living on as an unpleasant 

thought there at the back of the mind. Is that really where I’ll end up if I’m bad? Will I live this 

eternal nightmare when I die? What should I do about hell? Effective--in scaring people! It doesn’t 

take much to imagine the hideous horrors of hell. God’s fearsome punishment that will last for 

ever? No wonder men have gone mad, terrified at the thought... But is it right? Is this picture of hell 

from God, or is it the product of man’s imagination? What is the truth about hell? 



 Search the Bible through and you’ll find no descriptions of the torments of hell as commonly 

believed. No demons with red-hot pincers doing God’s work of punishment (strange that the Devil 

agrees to act as God’s torturer!) No God gleefully dangling us over the flames of hell, ready to drop 

us at any moment. None of this!  

Hell comes from two lies, both against God. The first was the lie of the Devil in the garden: 

“You certainly won’t die” Gen 3:4 FBV.  A straight attack on the word of God, saying that what 

God has said is not true, that God is a liar, not wanting you to have something.  God is not for your 

best good, that he is restricting you arbitrarily, that he is not to be trusted. This is the lie that has 

been repeated so often since -  that you will live forever somehow , that there is a soul that is 

somehow immortal.  Some disembodied spirit that has to live eternally, floating around somehow 

or other. So even though we do die just as Adam and Eve died, the Devil says we are immortal. 

The second lie is another one from the Devil.  That God is unfair, that he enjoys punishing 

people, that for his own sake of divine justice he will torment those he wants to as long as he 

wants.  In basic terms, God is a sadist!  

So what is the truth about God and this hell? The wicked will have their final end, to be sure. 

Sin and evil will be totally eradicated. But not in endless torment, nor in ever-burning flames, nor 

in a hell to which you go immediately at death. And what will God be doing as all these people 

die? Exulting, cheering, enjoying the spectacle like some Roman at the Coliseum circus watching 

the Christians being torn to pieces by the lions? 

Or will he still be saying as he always has: “How can I give you up? How can I let you go?” 

“Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you kill prophets and stone those who are sent to you! How often I have 

wanted to gather all your children together just like a hen does with her chicks under her wings, but 

you refused!” Hosea 11:8 FBV; Luke 13:34 FBV 

In the end God simply unveils his glory, and all that is sinful and evil will not be able to stand it. 

“The glory of Him who is love will destroy them.” {DA 764.1} The wicked will experience what 

“hell” is all about: Total separation from God who is life, and complete non-existence. Gone 

forever as God weeps for his lost children. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

An eternally burning hell preached from the pulpit, and kept before the people, does injustice to 

the benevolent character of God. It presents Him as the veriest tyrant in the universe. This 

widespread dogma has turned thousands to universalism, infidelity, and atheism. {1T 344-5}   

If the love of God will not induce the rebel to yield, the terrors of an eternal hell will not drive 

him to repentance. {1T 39-40}   

Then the way was prepared for Satan to work through his representatives and hold up God 

before the people as a revengeful tyrant--one who plunges all those into hell who do not please 

Him, and causes them ever to feel His wrath; and while they suffer unutterable anguish, and writhe 

in the eternal flames, He is represented as looking down upon them with satisfaction. Satan knew 

that if this error should be received, God would be hated by many, instead of being loved and 

adored…{EW 218.3}   

By a life of rebellion, Satan and all who unite with him place themselves so out of harmony with 

God that His very presence is to them a consuming fire. The glory of Him who is love will destroy 

them. At the beginning of the great controversy, the angels did not understand this. Had Satan and 

his host then been left to reap the full result of their sin, they would have perished; but it would not 

have been apparent to heavenly beings that this was the inevitable result of sin. A doubt of God’s 

goodness would have remained in their minds as evil seed, to produce its deadly fruit of sin and 

woe. But not so when the great controversy shall be ended. Then, the plan of redemption having 

been completed, the character of God is revealed to all created intelligences… Then the 

extermination of sin will vindicate God’s love and establish His honor before a universe of beings 

who delight to do His will, and in whose heart is His law.  {DA 764.3}   
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