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9. Intimations of Hope (4Q 2016—Book of Job) 

 

Biblical material: Prov. 17:28; Job 13:1–16; James 2:20–22; 1 Cor. 15:11–20; 1 Pet. 

1:18–20; Gen. 22:8. 

 

Quotes 

• We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. 

• Hope is definitely not the same thing as optimism. It is not the conviction that 

something will turn out well, but the certainty that something makes sense, 

regardless of how it turns out. Vaclav Havel  

• If it were not for hopes, the heart would break. Thomas Fuller 

• The very least you can do in your life is to figure out what you hope for. And the 

most you can do is live inside that hope. Not admire it from a distance but live 

right in it, under its roof. Barbara Kingsolver 

• Hope is some extraordinary spiritual grace that God gives us to control our fears, 

not to oust them. Vincent McNabb 

• Hope is faith holding out its hand in the dark. George Iles 

 

Questions 
 What is the basis for hope? Based on his experience why does Job continue to 

hope in God? Why did Job’s friends fail to give him hope? What do you make of the link 

to the story of God instructing Abraham to sacrifice Isaac? How is the death and 

resurrection of Jesus the foundation of freedom and hope? 

 

Bible summary 

 In Job 13:1-16 we see Job wishing he could speak directly to God and defend 

himself. He complains that his friends are no help: “You are all like doctors who can’t 

heal anyone!” He says to them, “Be quiet. Don’t talk to me. Let me speak, come what 

may. I take responsibility for myself; I am ready to risk my life. Even though he kills me, 

I will hope in him.” Though he doesn’t understand the reasons for his situation he still 

puts his hope in God. Prov. 17:28 explains that even fools are thought wise if they don’t 

speak. James 2:20–22 explains that our trust in God is demonstrated in what we do. In 1 

Cor. 15:11–20 Paul argues for the vital importance of the resurrection. Jesus’ death sets 

us free (1 Pet. 1:18-20). Abraham explained to Isaac that God would provide the sacrifice 

(Gen. 22:8). 

 

Comment   
 Hope is so often misused and misunderstood. As a word, it is so over-used and 

under-valued that we give it too many worthless meanings: “I hope so” all too often 

means “I don’t really expect it.” It’s a faint, vague wish that we “hope” will happen, but 

do not really anticipate. It just would be nice, but who could really believe in such a hope.   

 The truth is that God’s hope is not some insubstantial carrot to lure us on into an 

insecure future. It is the solid answer to our hopelessness, that hopelessness that hangs 

over us like a gray mist and chills the living fire of confident anticipation of a wonderful 
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future. Hope is what gives meaning to the present, and makes the troubles and trial 

worthwhile as we look for the fulfillment of promise. 

 Too many people hope in things that cannot provide assurance. Hope in money, 

or in possessions or any kind, hope in a cure, hope in fallible human beings—none of 

these are worth trusting with your treasure of hope. “Hope without an object cannot live,” 

wrote Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and the object of our hope must be in the nature and 

character of God himself. 

 For hope is essential—and without hope we cannot survive. Hope is close to the 

fundamental essence of living—to motivation, to meaning, to purpose. It is a vital part of 

our creativity that says there is more beyond… 

 Hope is the antidote to the fearfulness that invades our world and assaults each of 

us. For the consumer society gives us what we think we want, only to find it helps us not 

at all. We become frustrated, dissatisfied, and all our grasping after the elusive “answers” 

only leads us to despair. But God’s hope is the answer in contrast to our supposed 

“answers,” and it is the element of hope that gives a direction to our lives, full of meaning 

and purpose.  

 While Job lived before Jesus and did not have a full understanding of the “blessed 

hope,” he still placed his hope in God. Despite his physical and mental pain, Job’s 

greatest trial was the sense that God had abandoned him. He repeatedly says he wants to 

talk with God and understand the reason for his sufferings. But even in this Job does not 

give up hope, for he has confidence in the Lord he loves. This is a great example to us, 

that whatever situation we are in, we can place our hope and confidence in God. 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 But though weary of life, Job was not allowed to die. To him were pointed out the 

possibilities of the future, and there was given him the message of hope: "Thou shalt be 

steadfast, and shalt not fear: Because thou shalt forget thy misery, And remember it as 

waters that pass away. . . ." From the depths of discouragement and despondency Job rose 

to the heights of implicit trust in the mercy and the saving power of God. Triumphantly 

he declared: "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." {ML 328} 

 The Christian's hope does not rest upon the sandy foundation of feeling. Those 

who act from principle will behold the glory of God beyond the shadows, and rest upon 

the sure word of promise. They will not be deterred from honoring God however dark the 

way may seem. Adversity and trial will only give them an opportunity to show the 

sincerity of their faith and love. When depression settles upon the soul, it is no evidence 

that God has changed. He is "the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever" (Hebrews 

13:8). You are sure of the favor of God when you are sensible of the beams of the Sun of 

Righteousness; but if the clouds sweep over your soul, you must not feel that you are 

forsaken. Your faith must pierce the gloom. . . . The riches of the grace of Christ must be 

kept before the mind. Treasure up the lessons that His love provides. Let your faith be 

like Job's, that you may declare, "Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him" (Job 13:15). 

Lay hold on the promises of your heavenly Father and remember His former dealing with 

you and with His servants, for "all things work together for good to them that love God."  

{TMK 257}   
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