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8. Innocent Blood (4Q 2016—Book of Job) 

 

Biblical material: Job 10, Isa. 53:6, Rom. 3:10–20, Job 15:14–16, Job 1:18–20, Matt. 

6:34, Heb. 11:1.  

 

Quotes 

• It is better to risk saving a guilty person than to condemn an innocent one. 

Voltaire 

• It is more important that innocence be protected than it is that guilt be punished, 

for guilt and crimes are so frequent in this world that they cannot all be punished. 

John Adams 

• Our innocence goes awfully deep, and our discreditable secret is that we don’t 

know anything at all, and our horrid inner secret is that we don’t care that we 

don’t.  Dylan Thomas 

• Innocence is one of the most exciting things in the world. Eartha Kitt 

• Some may remember, if you have good memories, that there used to be a concept 

in Anglo-American law called a presumption of innocence, innocent until proven 

guilty in a court of law. Now that’s so deep in history that there’s no point even 

bringing it up, but it did once exist. Noam Chomsky 

 

Questions 

 In what way is Job truly innocent? Is God guilty of taking “innocent blood”? How 

do Job’s friends relate to the idea of innocence? How can anyone with a sinful human 

nature claim innocence? How is it that even Job believes that he is suffering at the hands 

of God? In what way does he too have an imperfect picture of God? 

 

Bible summary 

  In Job 10, Job expresses himself to God in very strong terms. He states his 

innocence, but suggests that this seems irrelevant to God: “Even though you know I’m 

not guilty, no one can save me from you.” “If I’m guilty I’m in trouble, if I’m innocent I 

can’t hold my head high because I’m totally disgraced as I look at my sufferings.” Job 

10:7, 15 FBV. Eliphaz counters this by saying, “Who can say they are clean? Which 

human being can say that they do what is right? Look, God doesn’t even trust his 

angels—even the heavenly beings are not pure in his sight! How much less pure are those 

who are unclean and corrupt, drinking in sin like water!” Job 15:14-16 FBV. In other 

words, he says that Job is far from innocent. Of course we know that Job is valued as a 

good person by God (see the introduction to Job). Isa. 53:6 says that we have all strayed 

like sheep, while Rom. 3:10–20 makes it clear that none are righteous. How do we then 

understand Job 1:22 FBV: “In all of this Job did not sin, nor blame God”? 

 

Comment 

 When it comes to innocence, guilt, and the Fall, understanding sin as a broken 

relationship with God, a distrust of the Almighty, a preference for wrong and evil—it 

then becomes far easier to see the huge extent of the consequences. Most of all we see the 

challenge to God in trying to resolve this fracturing of his universe, and the way in which 

he seeks to win his children back to himself. 



2 

 

The reason why there’s so much confusion and debate over how God makes us 

right is that we fail to understand what went wrong in the first place. Ideas of payment 

and propitiation assume that God imposed a penalty on sin. Ideas of substitution assume 

that God demands a death before he can forgive sin. Ideas of “infusion” of some spiritual 

“substance” assume that sin is an actual object that can be dealt with, or that sin is some 

metaphysical dirt that must be mechanically washed away. 

All these concepts are wrong because they see sin wrongly. Sin is not some 

object—not dirt, nor a pathogen, not a disease agent or whatever. Sin cannot be weighed 

by the pound or physically observed. Sin is the broken relationship—that is the key. Only 

as we accept this understanding can such confusion be cleared up, since the answer to a 

broken relationship is a restored relationship. We may think that to call sin a disease is 

helpful, but even here we can be mistaken because then we think that what needs to 

happen is to provide some kind of antidote or antivirus, whatever. No—sin is only a 

disease metaphorically—you can’t see sin under a microscope!  

So the answer is the restoring of the relationship, by bringing us back into 

harmony with God, by creating an at-one-ment of trust. You don’t need any kind of 

object or chemical or injection—for that won’t deal with what went wrong. The simple 

truth is: “God was in Christ bringing the world back from hostility to friendship with him 

2 Cor. 5:19 FBV.  

What we seek is that innocent and pure relationship with God that was lost 

through our distrust of him. Job in his experience shows us that in this life trials may 

come, but it is the way we deal with them that is significant. While none of us may want 

to put up our hands and say “I’m innocent,” we know also that we experience the 

consequences of millennia of sin in the actions of others. What is essential is not to blame 

God, but to trust in him to remake us and heal us from our brokenness and sin-diseased 

lives. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Satan sought to make it appear that he was working for the liberty of the universe. 

Even while Christ was on the cross, the enemy was determined to make his arguments so 

varied, so deceptive, so insidious, that all would be convinced that God’s law was 

tyrannical. He himself laid every scheme, planned every evil, inflamed every mind to 

bring affliction on Christ. He himself instigated the false accusations against One who 

had done only good. He himself inspired the cruel deeds that added to the suffering of the 

Son of God--the pure, the holy, the innocent.  {TDG 14}   

 Says the apostle: “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.” Only 

as we contemplate the great plan of redemption can we have a just appreciation of the 

character of God. The work of creation was a manifestation of His love; but the gift of 

God to save the guilty and ruined race, alone reveals the infinite depths of divine 

tenderness and compassion. “God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” While 

the law of God is maintained, and its justice vindicated, the sinner can be pardoned. The 

dearest gift that heaven itself had to bestow has been poured out that God “might be just, 

and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” By that gift men are uplifted from the 

ruin and degradation of sin to become children of God. Says Paul: “Ye have received the 

Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.”  {5T 739}   
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