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7. Retributive Punishment (4Q 2016—Book of Job) 

 

Biblical material: Job 8:1–22, Job 11:1–20, Isa. 40:12–14, Gen. 6:5–8, 2 Pet. 3:5–7. 

 

Quotes 

• But men often mistake killing and revenge for justice. They seldom have the 

stomach for justice. Robert Jordan 

• If we are going to be kind, let it be out of simple generosity, not because we fear 

guilt or retribution. J.M. Coetzee 

• Vengeance, retaliation, retribution, revenge are deceitful brothers; vile, beguiling 

demons promising justifiable compensation to a pained soul for his losses. Yet in 

truth they craftily fester away all else of worth remaining. Richelle E. Goodrich 

• We all suffer ills at the hands of others; however, reactions to these injustices 

differ like night and day. Many seek to punish the world for their suffering, but 

some work hard to save the world from experiencing similar grief. Richelle E. 

Goodrich 

• If a person acts irresponsibly in his own life, he will pay the consequences. And 

it’s not so much divine retribution as it’s built into the law of nature. Pat 

Robertson 

• The idea of painless, non-threatening coercion is an illusion. Fear is the 

inseparable companion of coercion, and its inescapable consequence. If you think 

it your duty to make children do what you want, whether they will or not, then it 

follows inexorably that you must make them afraid of what will happen to them if 

they don’t do what you want. You can do this in the old-fashioned way, openly 

and avowedly, with the threat of harsh words, infringement of liberty, or physical 

punishment. Or you can do it in the modern way, subtly, smoothly, quietly, by 

withholding the acceptance and approval which you and others have trained the 

children to depend on; or by making them feel that some retribution awaits them 

in the future, too vague to imagine but too implacable to escape. John Holt 

 

Questions 

 In what way can ideas of retribution and retaliation misrepresent the truth about 

God? Do our human ideas of retribution impose false concepts on divine retribution? 

While there are many Biblical examples of God’s intervention to stop wickedness, what 

of the concept of natural consequence—that we automatically reap what we sow? How 

can we speak of God’s retribution without making him out to be vindictive and punitive? 

 

Bible summary 

 Job 8 is spoken by Bildad, of whom God says at the end “he has not said of me 

what is right”—so his thesis regarding retributive punishment cannot be seen as valid. 

Bildad’s thesis summed up in Job 8:20 FBV: “God doesn’t reject someone who is 

innocent, and he doesn’t support those who are guilty.” Zophar says the same in Job 11: 

“But if you repent and spread out your hands to pray to him, if you get rid of your sins 

and don’t let wickedness continue in your life, then you would be able to hold your head 

high in innocence, you will be firm and unafraid.” Job 11:13-15 FBV. While Isa. 40:12–

14 seemingly echoes Zophar’s words in Job 11:7, the superior knowledge of God is no 
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basis for misrepresenting him. Gen. 6:5–8 is the beginning of the Flood account, showing 

that God really does intervene to stop wickedness, something that many choose to forget 

(2 Pet. 3:5–7). 

 

Comment  
 Our theological systems are too often marred by ‘judicial’ concepts that led to the 

rejection of Jesus. That God demands appeasement. That the relationship is based on 

legal contract. That rule-keeping is more important than understanding. 

The terrible danger is not that we may have an imperfect and incomplete 

awareness of truth, and especially of salvation, but that we seek to make our faulty and 

even totally wrong concepts the definition of truth. False ideas of God, his character and 

nature, and the way in which he saves, led the religious systematizers to kill Jesus. The 

risk for us is that we do the same. Doing evil in the name of good is the ultimate 

blasphemy. 

To reduce God’s wonderful offer of free and full salvation to a set of mechanical 

concepts, to make a loving relationship into a legal contract, to turn truth into error—all 

of this is as easy as setting up a system based on human concepts of appeasement, 

satisfaction, penalties, payments, retribution, justification, punishment, and reparation.  

Those who reject the “legal satisfaction” system are easily denounced as heretics, 

and as easily disposed of, since “right” is on the side of such a system—and as “justified” 

as Shylock wanting to collect on his pound of flesh. 

The preoccupation with legality and systematized “justice” led to Jesus’ death on 

the cross, since it was “better” that one man should die than the whole system be 

compromised. The demonic hatred of the scribes and Pharisees that led to their 

conspiracy to kill Jesus came from their commitment to a false idea of God and his 

saving methods. Could it be that we share some of these feelings and purposes that come 

from our own false ideas about God and salvation? 

God’s grace is supposed to bring happiness and acceptance, not hostility and 

anger and plotting. If our theological system leads us to fight fellow believers, to use 

intrigue and deceit to damage others with whom we disagree, to think that the end 

justifies the means, then we need to think again. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 God... is not vindictive. He seeks not to punish, but to redeem. {SD 305}   

 Still another element of bitterness was added to his [Job’s] cup. His friends, 

seeing in adversity but the retribution of sin, pressed on his bruised and burdened spirit 

their accusations of wrong-doing...  {SD 95}   

 Only like can appreciate like. Unless you accept in your own life the principle of 

self-sacrificing love, which is the principle of His character, you cannot know God. The 

heart that is deceived by Satan, looks upon God as a tyrannical, relentless being; the 

selfish characteristics of humanity, even of Satan himself, are attributed to the loving 

Creator. {MB 25-6}  

 Those who represent God the Father as unloving, ready to break forth on his 

sinful creatures in vindictive wrath, do not speak the truth. {ST, December 23, 1897} 
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