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6. The Curse Causeless? (4Q 2016—Book of Job) 

 

Biblical material: Ps. 119:65–72; Job 2:11–13; Job 4:1–21; Rom. 3:19, 20; 1 Cor. 3:19; 

Heb. 12:5; Matt. 7:1. 

 

Quotes 

• Deserves it! I daresay he does. Many that live deserve death. And some that die 

deserve life. Can you give it to them? Then do not be too eager to deal out death 

in judgement. For even the very wise cannot see all ends. J. R. R. Tolkien 

• People don’t always get what they deserve in this world. Lemony Snicket 

• It would have been a help if at some time a Baptist preacher, resting his forearms 

on the pulpit and hunching his shoulders, had said People neither get what they 

deserve nor deserve what they get. The gentle and the trusting are trampled on. 

The rich man usually forces his way through the eye of the needle, and there is 

little or no point in putting your faith in Divine Providence. . . . On the other hand, 

how could any preacher, Baptist or otherwise, say this? William Maxwell 

• I deserve respect for the things I didn’t do. Dan Quayle 

• Wouldn’t it be much worse if life were fair and all the terrible things that happen 

to us, come because actually deserve them? So now I take comfort in the general 

hostility and unfairness of the Universe. Marcus Cole 

 

Questions 

 How do we relate to ideas of “deservedness”? What is the relationship between 

sin and suffering? How do we respond to charges that God is not fair? What of Job’s 

argument that he’s not to blame? Isn’t it true that no one is right before God? What 

lessons can we learn here about our assumptions and how we judge others?  

 

Bible summary 

 Job 2:11–13 recounts the arrival of Job’s three friends and their grief over his 

misery. They sat in silence for a week because they saw how much he was suffering. In 

many ways this was the best they did, since once they began speaking they only made 

Job’s suffering worse! Eliphaz speaks in Job 4:1–21. The key line is the “spirit” who 

speaks and asks “Can anyone be right before God? Can anyone be pure before their 

Maker?” 4:17 FBV. Eliphaz suggests that there is a reason for Job’s suffering. In fact this 

is the constant message from Job’s friends—he is suffering because of his sins. Ps. 

119:65–72 asks for God’s blessing on those who obey and keep his laws. The law calls 

all to account (Rom. 3:19, 20). The wisdom of this world is foolishness to God (1 Cor. 

3:19). We are supposed to accept God’s discipline (Heb. 12:5). However Jesus also tells 

us not to judge so we are not judged (Matt. 7:1).  

 

Comment  
 The argument that the friends constantly put forward is that Job’s “curse” must be 

deserved—he has brought his sufferings upon himself. Job’s repeated conviction that his 

curse is “causeless” is denied by his friends, and they urge him to confess his sins. They 

have fallen for the old lie that any perceived suffering is punishment from God.  
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 While it may be true that none of us can claim to be sinless before God, it 

certainly is not true that suffering is God’s punishment for some specific sin we have 

committed. The mistaken argument from Job’s friends is that he should confess his sins, 

because they see his suffering as God’s direct punishment. The main theme of Job is this 

very subject—that God is not imposing suffering for sin, but allowing Job’s situation to 

run its course for a higher reason.  

 This should lead us to be very careful in the way that we relate to the sufferings of 

others. While it may be true that some experience the natural consequence of bad choices, 

others do experience “the curse causeless.” We live in a broken, sinful world that is full 

of the collateral damage caused by the evil actions of others. Like David we may wonder 

why the wicked prosper and do not “pay for their sins” in this life. We may also wonder 

why good people don’t get what they deserve.  

 In fact the whole concept of “deservedness” is fraught with problems—for what 

do we really deserve? Yet this fundamental idea of fairness and being rewarded for our 

actions is very much in us—which should also lead us to recognize moral and ethical 

principles as universal aspects of the character of God. In the end there will be resolution: 

however, such equitable resolution may not happen in this life. The key is to recognize 

that whatever happens, God is still there, and that while there may be many injustices in 

this life, all will be set right by God. 

 The key though is to not be like Job’s friends and concentrate on trying to wring a 

confession out of those who are suffering. It is not our place to judge, and we are to show 

comfort to all who suffer and not let some theological beliefs color our attitudes. In the 

same way as Jesus showed kindness and compassion to all around him, we are to refrain 

from a condemnatory and critical attitude that would add wounds to those who suffer. 

 For what picture of God do Job’s friends portray? Certainly not one that is 

attractive or even correct. They are criticized by God himself, because they did not say of 

him what is right. Something for all of us to take to heart. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The religion of the Bible, full of love and goodness, and abounding in 

compassion, is darkened by superstition and clothed with terror. When we consider in 

what false colors Satan has painted the character of God, can we wonder that our merciful 

Creator is feared, dreaded, and even hated? The appalling views of God which have 

spread over the world from the teachings of the pulpit have made thousands, yes, 

millions, of skeptics and infidels.  {GC 536}   

 Job’s Friends Misrepresented God.--There is wickedness in our world, but all the 

suffering is not the result of a perverted course of life. Job is brought distinctly before us 

as a man whom the Lord allowed Satan to afflict. The enemy stripped him of all he 

possessed; his family ties were broken; his children were taken from him. For a time his 

body was covered with loathsome sores, and he suffered greatly. His friends came to 

comfort him, but they tried to make him see that he was responsible, by his sinful course, 

for his afflictions. But he defended himself, and denied the charge, declaring, Miserable 

comforters are ye all. By seeking to make him guilty before God, and deserving of His 

punishment, they brought a grievous test upon him, and represented God in a false light; 

but Job did not swerve from his loyalty, and God rewarded His faithful servant (MS 22, 

1898). {3BC 1140} 
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