
1 

 

4. God and Human Suffering (4Q 2016—Book of Job) 

 

Biblical material: Rom. 1:18–20; Job 12:7–10; Rev. 4:11; Col. 1:16, 17; Matt. 6:34; Job 

10:8–12; Rom. 3:1–4. 

 

Quotes 

• Is he [God] willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then he is impotent. Is he able, 

but not willing? Then he is malevolent. Is he both able and willing? Whence then 

is evil? David Hume 

• The emphasis on Job’s goodness is meant to highlight the fact that there is such a 

thing as innocent suffering. This means that not all suffering is directly related to 

a specific sin it means that some suffering in this world is not directly related to 

any sin. Don Carson 

• We should love God for himself alone, not for the benefits he brings. How do you 

develop a love like that? How can you get there-how can you move from loving 

God in a mercenary way toward loving God himself? I’m afraid the primary way 

is to have hardship come into your life. Suffering first helps you assess yourself 

and see the mercenary nature of your love for God. Tim Keller 

• The fact of suffering undoubtedly constitutes the single greatest challenge to the 

Christian faith, and has been in every generation. Its distribution and degree 

appear to be entirely random and therefore, unfair. Sensitive spirits ask if it can 

possibly be reconciled with God’s justice and love. John Stott 

 

Questions 

 How do we respond to questions about suffering? What would we have said to 

Job in his experience—would we have been like one of his “comforters” or would we 

have taken a different approach? How is God involved in our suffering, and what answers 

does he give us? How can we give good honest answers and not give “pious platitudes”? 

 

Bible summary 

  Job identifies God as the source of all life and wisdom (Job 12:7–10), as does 

Rev. 4:11 and Col. 1:16, 17. Job frequently expresses his agonies, and in terms that show 

the depth of his feelings. For example, “I hate my life! Let me speak freely about my 

complaints—I can’t keep my bitterness to myself. I will tell God, ‘Don’t just condemn 

me—tell me what you have against me. Do you enjoy accusing me? Why do you reject 

me, someone you made with your own hands, and yet smile on the scheming of the 

wicked? Do you have human eyes? Do you see like human beings do? Is your life as 

short as mortal beings? Are your years as brief as those of humanity that you have to 

examine my wrongs and investigate my sins. Even though you know I’m not guilty, no 

one can save me from you. You made me and shaped me with your own hands, and yet 

you destroy me. Remember that you shaped me like a piece of clay—are you now going 

to turn me back into dust?” Job 10:1-9 FBV. Rom. 1:18–20 speaks of God’s wrath, which 

needs to be carefully understood. As used here in Romans 1 God’s wrath is revealed in 

his “giving up” on people: 1:24, 26, and 28. Jesus in Matthew 6:34 FBV tells us “So 

don’t worry about tomorrow, because tomorrow can worry about itself. There’s already 

enough evil in every day.” 
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Comment 

Why is there evil and suffering?  Because the Devil chose this way, which is the 

opposite of God. How can we say that God is uncaring, that he willingly allows sin and 

suffering? So often we or the Devil cause evil, and then all of us blame God! 

We have bought into the Devil’s way, and experience the consequences of trying 

to go our own way. Not under the punitive hostility of God, but because choosing wrong 

instead of right has its own natural results. Tragically, such a viewpoint does lead to 

death, just as God said it would. Not as some imposed penalty by a divine dictator, but 

the inevitable result foreseen by a loving Creator.  

Think for a moment. What is the alternative? For God to intervene in every 

situation? To stop the car crashing, to prevent the earthquake, to defuse the terrorist’s 

bomb? The result would be a world in which evil is never seen for what it truly is, for it 

never has its diabolical consequences. A world where God by his intervening power takes 

care of every problem; a world of eternal evil that can have no end. 

Only as the conflict is resolved through the unmasking of evil’s real face, only as 

God is demonstrated to be the loving, compassionate Being he says he is, only as all his 

creation agrees with him that he was right all along—only then can God bring this 

rebellion to a close. Those who have chosen the Devil’s way will be allowed their choice 

of final non-existence in the end-time destruction. And then, and only then, can God 

create a new heaven and a new earth, a place where righteousness dwells and the 

goodness of God reigns supreme (see 2 Peter 3:13).  

The most convincing proof of truth is demonstration. What is true is most clearly 

seen in action—in the way what is good and right are revealed in each changing situation.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

 It is very natural for human beings to think that great calamities are a sure index 

of great crimes and enormous sins; but men often make a mistake in thus measuring 

character. We are not living in the time of retributive judgment. Good and evil are 

mingled, and calamities come upon all. Sometimes men do pass the boundary line 

beyond God’s protecting care, and then Satan exercises his power upon them, and God 

does not interpose. Job was sorely afflicted, and his friends sought to make him 

acknowledge that his suffering was the result of sin, and cause him to feel under 

condemnation. They represented his case as that of a great sinner; but the Lord rebuked 

them for their judgment of His faithful servant (Manuscript 56, 1894). 

 There is wickedness in our world, but all the suffering is not the result of a 

perverted course of life. Job is brought distinctly before us as a man whom the Lord 

allowed Satan to afflict. The enemy stripped him of all he possessed; his family ties were 

broken; his children were taken from him. For a time his body was covered with 

loathsome sores, and he suffered greatly. His friends came to comfort him, but they tried 

to make him see that he was responsible, by his sinful course, for his afflictions. But he 

defended himself, and denied the charge, declaring, Miserable comforters are ye all. By 

seeking to make him guilty before God, and deserving of His punishment, they brought a 

grievous test upon him, and represented God in a false light; but Job did not swerve from 

his loyalty, and God rewarded His faithful servant (Manuscript 22, 1898). {3SDABC 

1140}. 
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