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13. The Character of Job (4Q 2016—Book of Job) 

 

Biblical material: Job 1:1,8; Job 29:8–17; Job 31:1–23; Exod. 20:17; Matt. 7:22–27; 

Matt. 5:16; Eph. 3:10; James 2:22. 

 

Quotes 

• Job was astonished at seeing Almighty God so intent on doing good to us that He 

seems to have nothing more at heart than to love us and to induce us to love Him 

in return. Alphonsus Liguori 

• The best index to a person's character is how he treats people who can't do him 

any good, and how he treats people who can't fight back. Abigail Van Buren 

• You may encounter many defeats, but you must not be defeated. In fact, it may be 

necessary to encounter the defeats, so you can know who you are, what you can 

rise from, how you can still come out of it. Maya Angelou 

• Be more concerned with your character than your reputation, because your 

character is what you really are, while your reputation is merely what others think 

you are. John Wooden 

• Real courage is when you know you're licked before you begin, but you begin 

anyway and see it through no matter what. Harper Lee 

• It is curious that physical courage should be so common in the world and moral 

courage so rare. Mark Twain 

 

Questions 

 What have we learned about the character of Job from studying this book? What 

lessons can we draw from his experience as we apply it to our lives? How does God 

come across in the Book of Job? What answers do we gain in the context of the great 

controversy?  

 

Bible summary 

  We have already discovered that Job was a “man of integrity, who does what is 

right, who respects God and avoids evil.” (1:8 FBV). Job himself described how people 

used to respect him and listen to his advice (29:8–17). He always tried to do right, he did 

not mistreat his servants, he helped orphans etc (31:1-23). Exod. 20:17 tells us not to 

covet, and Job certainly did not. His was not just a profession of goodness (see Matt. 

7:22–27). James 2:22 shows us that what we do and what we believe go hand in hand. 

Jesus tells us: “In the same way you should let your light shine before everyone so they 

can see the good things you do and praise your heavenly Father.” Matt. 5:16 FBV. 

 

Comment 

 The whole story of the book of Job is a living demonstration of the truthfulness of 

God and the lies of the Devil. 

So “Why, God? Why is there so much pain and suffering?” 

God replies something like this: “Not because I cannot prevent it, or do not wish 

to prevent it. Not because I do not care, or that I am unmoved by so much pain. I weep 

with you, and every second this evil world continues is agony to me. But I wait before I 

end it for a supremely important reason. 
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“I wait so that all may see what sin really means and where selfishness leads. I 

wait so that all can see the Devil in his true character. I wait so that all who will may 

come to me for salvation, salvation into the arms of a Father God who loves them with an 

undying love.  

“If you want to know my answer to your question, ‘Why God?’ go to the Cross. 

There you will see me as I really am, two arms outstretched to save, bleeding and dying 

for all the suffering, misery and pain in the world.” 

Just like Jesus who wept while on this earth, God weeps. Not as a powerless 

being, but precisely because he has the power. His heart aches to cleanse this world from 

sin, to wipe away every tears from every eye, to be with his people and be their God, face 

to face. (See Revelation 21 and 22). But because he is God, and he wants all to 

understand him and love him without compulsion, he waits. “He is patient with you, not 

wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9 NIV). 

In the experience of Job we not only see the character of an honest man of 

dignity, but we also see playing out the whole drama of the great controversy. The 

heavenly perspective in the first two chapters of Job helps us understand exactly what is 

going on and what the conflict is all about.  

For in so many ways it is not so much the character of Job but the character of 

God that is on view here. God is even willing to allow Job to be the one who vindicates 

him—for God was the one who called attention to Job in the first place. That Job does 

show he is not following God for material benefit confirms God’s position. God is 

revealed as the one who truly does show and invite love as the basis for his government. 

And in the process Satan is unmasked not only as wrong, but also as a malicious torturer 

who delights to inflict pain and suffering.  

This is the lesson of the Book of Job, for the central character is of course God. In 

that Job did speak well of him is to be commended, and God surely appreciated the 

witness of his friend. But in the end the story is God’s, and he will be vindicated 

throughout the Universe. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 God never asks us to believe, without giving sufficient evidence upon which to 

base our faith. His existence, His character, the truthfulness of His word, are all 

established by testimony that appeals to our reason; and this testimony is abundant. Yet 

God has never removed the possibility of doubt. Our faith must rest upon evidence, not 

demonstration. Those who wish to doubt will have opportunity; while those who really 

desire to know the truth will find plenty of evidence on which to rest their faith. It is 

impossible for finite minds fully to comprehend the character or the works of the Infinite 

One. To the keenest intellect, the most highly educated mind, that holy Being must ever 

remain clothed in mystery. "Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out 

the Almighty unto perfection? It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? Deeper than 

hell; what canst thou know?" Job 11:7, 8.  {SC 105}  

 But character is not transferable. No man can believe for another. No man can 

receive the Spirit for another. No man can impart to another the character which is the 

fruit of the Spirit's working. "Though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it [the land], as I 

live, saith the Lord God, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver 

their own souls by their righteousness." Ezekiel 14:20.  {COL 411}   
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