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11. Out of the Whirlwind (4Q 2016—Book of Job) 

 

Biblical material: Job 38–39, John 1:29, Matt. 16:13, 1 Cor. 1:18–27, Job 40:1–4, 42:1–

6, Luke 5:1–8. 

 

Quotes 

• The speech of the Almighty [in the Book of Job]... is a parade of power, devoid of 

moral content... positively immoral by any human standards. Kenneth Rexroth 

• It is not light that we need, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder. We 

need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake. Frederick Douglass  

• Look for me in the whirlwind or the storm. Marcus Garvey 

• To really ask is to open the door to the whirlwind. The answer may annihilate the 

question and the questioner. Anne Rice 

• If the Lord says to give more than you think you are able to give, know that He 

will provide for you. Whether things are sailing smoothly or the bottom has 

dropped out, He is always trustworthy. You can count on Almighty God to keep 

His everlasting Word. Charles Stanley 

 

Questions 

 Why does God speak out of the whirlwind—what happened to the “still, small 

voice”? Does God answer Job’s questions? What do you understand from God’s speech 

to Job and how does this apply to us? What of God’s questions and Job’s response—is it 

enough? What is the relevance of Behemoth and Leviathan, especially for us? 

 

Bible summary 

 Job 38-41 marks a very different aspect to Job in that God now speaks. Even 

though the narrator states that God is answering Job, God is in fact asking Job some 

fundamental questions. Much of the force of God’s speech is to emphasize his creative 

power and eternal existence in comparison with Job. Job’s response in 42:1-6 is to simply 

“repent in dust and ashes,” saying that he has spoken ignorantly. In John 1:29 John the 

Baptist identified Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Jesus 

asked his disciples who people said he was (Matt. 16:13). In 1 Cor. 1:18–27 Paul 

describes the message of the cross. Luke 5:1–8 is the account of Jesus’ calling of his 

disciples. 

 

Comment  

 It seems that God’s speech was not expected by any of the participants. It’s also 

interesting on the face of it that God does not seem to address any of the arguments made 

either by Job or his friends. While it is one thing to acknowledge God as the Creator, it is 

something else entirely to stand in his presence and answer him! The poetic form of the 

Book of Job continues even here, so some allowance must be made for the literary 

descriptions, especially when it comes to Behemoth and Leviathan. 

 God’s challenge to Job is “where were you?”—especially at Creation. God is 

making clear that he does know better, and that he is in control. He does not spend time 

debating the arguments made by Job’s friends, but takes it to a whole other level. From 

our perspective it would have been helpful to inform Job of the “experiment” that 
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involved him, explaining that his sufferings had been permitted to answer the Devil’s 

accusations. But this would have negated the “experiment” before it was over. God 

simply reminds Job of his divine power. Perhaps for Job it was just enough to hear God’s 

voice, to know that he had not been abandoned by God. 

 God then moves from his activity in Creation to his ongoing care for this world—

including the animals and even the weather. Job realizes that he has no answers in the 

face of such divine wisdom, and decides the best course of action is to say no more. 

 The poetic description of Behemoth and Leviathan have attracted attention in 

terms of what they might be. The more significant issue is however the God who created 

such animals. God is pointing to such examples of his Creation as a way of reminding not 

only Job but perhaps more particularly his friends that they should pay attention to what 

he is saying. It may even be that God’s recounting of his awesome power was more for 

their benefit since they seem to be at that stage in their spiritual development where they 

need to have such a display of power in order to listen and be obedient. 

 Certainly Job’s friends do not receive God’s commendation. It’s worth noting 

exactly what God said to them: “After the Lord had finished speaking to Job he said to 

Eliphaz the Temanite, “I am angry with you and your two friends because you have not 

told the truth about me, as my servant Job did. So take seven bulls and seven rams and go 

to my servant Job, and you shall offer a burnt offering for yourselves. My servant Job 

will pray on your behalf and I will accept his prayer and not deal with you according to 

your foolishness, because you have not told the truth about me, as my servant Job did. So 

Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite did what the Lord 

commanded them, and the Lord accepted Job’s prayer.” 42:7-10 FBV. 

 The final verses describe the restoration Job received. Some have termed this a 

“cop out,” since things don’t always work out in this way, at least in this life. But we 

should not necessarily see this a reward for “good behavior” but a simple resetting of the 

scene to the way things were before the “experiment” was begun. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 "The Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind" (Job 38:1), and revealed to His 

servant the might of His power. When Job caught a glimpse of his Creator, he abhorred 

himself and repented in dust and ashes. Then the Lord was able to bless him abundantly 

and to make his last years the best of his life.  {PK 164.1}   

 True holiness and humility are inseparable. The nearer the soul comes to God, the 

more completely is it humbled and subdued. When Job heard the voice of the Lord out of 

the whirlwind, he exclaimed, "I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." It was when 

Isaiah saw the glory of the Lord and heard the cherubim crying, "Holy, holy, holy is the 

Lord of hosts," that he cried out, "Woe is me, for I am undone!" Daniel, when visited by 

the holy messenger, says, "My comeliness was turned in me to corruption." Paul, after he 

was caught up into the third Heaven and heard things that it was not lawful for a man to 

utter, speaks of himself as "less than the least of all saints." It was the beloved John, that 

leaned on Jesus' breast, and beheld his glory, who fell as one dead before the angel. The 

more closely and continuously we behold our Saviour, the less shall we see to approve in 

ourselves.  {RH, December 20, 1881 par. 9}   
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