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1. The End (4Q 2016—Book of Job) 

 

Biblical material: Job 42:10–17; Gen. 4:8; Matt. 14:10; 1 Cor. 4:5; Dan. 2:44; Job 

14:14, 15; John 11:25. 

 

Quotes 

• I read the book of Job last night. I don’t think God comes out well in it. Virginia 

Woolf  

• Tomorrow, if all literature was to be destroyed and it was left to me to retain one 

work only, I should save Job. Victor Hugo 

• ...the greatest poem, whether of ancient or modern literature. Tennyson 

• The Book of Job taken as a mere work of literary genius, is one of the most 

wonderful productions of any age or of any language. Daniel Webster  

• The book of Job shows that the problem of evil must remain an open wound. 

Mark Larrimore 

• I call the book of Job, apart from all theories about it, one of the grandest things 

ever written with the pen.... It is our first, oldest statement of the never-ending 

problem, man’s destiny, and God’s ways with him here in this earth. Thomas 

Carlyle 

 

Questions 
 What do understand is the purpose of the book of Job? How do you relate to the 

fact Job returns to prosperity in the end? Is life always like that? What do you think made 

Job the happiest in the end? What lessons can we learn? What do our own life 

experiences teach us? How does God look in the book of Job? 

 

Bible summary 

 In Job 42:10–17 Job prays for his friends while God restores Job’s possessions 

and his family and friends bring their own contributions. It’s interesting that it is also 

mentioned that Job has seven sons, but only the three daughters are named and 

commented on regarding their beauty! Job eventually dies, but not before seeing his 

great-grandchildren. 

  Beyond this Job expresses his hope for the future in Job 14:14, 15 when he 

responds to God’s call. For while in his life he experiences material benefits, what Job 

most longs for is his experience of God to continue. 

 The account of the first murder is recorded in Gen. 4:8, while the death of John 

the Baptist is mentioned in Matt. 14:10, showing the tragedy of this life that affects us all. 

However judgment will come (1 Cor. 4:5) and God’s kingdom will last forever (Dan. 

2:44).  

 “Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who trust in me will live, 

even though they die.’” John 11:25 FBV. 

 

Comment   
  Does the Book of Job have a happy ending? While there is some restitution of what 

Job lost, the “replacement” children were different—and surely Job mourned his first set of 
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ten children. (In passing we might also feel for Mrs Job, who had to go through 20 

pregnancies and childbirth!).  

 Yet even if we see some kind of happiness at the end, Job still dies. That’s the 

inevitable result, because in this life no one lives happily ever after. Perhaps even more 

importantly, would the story of Job have been different if there had been no restitution in 

this life? Some have even called this a “cop out,” since life often ends up in tragedy without 

relief. 

 While there is some validity in beginning at the end so we can see the final result, 

we also need to have the beginning of Job because that sets the scene for the whole book—

the dialogue between God and Satan which gives meaning to what happens next, even 

though Job is not aware of it. In this the Great Controversy is revealed in Job’s experience. 

 It’s interesting that while most of the book of Job is written in poetic form, the 

prologue and epilogue are narrative. In this we see the meaning of all that happens, and also 

that this is no “parable of life” but the actual, real experience of a historical figure, Job. (He 

is mentioned together with Noah and Daniel in Ezekiel 14:14, 20). It really did happen this 

way! 

 While there may be eventual benefits—and this applies to us too as we think of our 

heavenly home—this is not what kept Job going. It was his deep conviction of who God is, 

and his close relationship with him. In fact Job’s greatest sorrow was that break in 

communication—he keeps on saying, “If only I could talk with God!” Far more than the 

restitution at the end, we need to see the value in clinging to our trust in a loving God 

despite whatever may happen to us. “Though he slay me, still will I trust in him” is the real 

message of Job, not the fact that he was “rewarded” in the end. 

 In fact the theme of Job is trusting dependence on God despite the circumstances of 

this life. Though evil comes, God is still there.  

 This for us is the real comfort, for this life is not what God intended for his children. 

Pain, suffering, and death are the lot of humanity. But with God there is always hope—

comforting us in this life and preparing us for the life to come. While questions remain, God 

is working his purposes out and in the end there is resolution. We can truly trust in a 

trustworthy God, as did Job. 

   

Ellen White Comments  

 Let us strive to walk in the light as Christ is in the light. The Lord turned the 

captivity of Job when he prayed, not only for himself, but for those who were opposing 

him. When he felt earnestly desirous that the souls that had trespassed against him might 

be helped, he himself received help. Let us pray, not only for ourselves, but for those who 

have hurt us, and are continuing to hurt us. Pray, pray, especially in your mind. Give not 

the Lord rest; for His ears are open to hear sincere, importunate prayers, when the soul is 

humbled before Him (Letter 88, 1906). {3SDABC 1141}. 

 The long years amid desert solitudes were not lost. Not only was Moses gaining a 

preparation for the great work before him, but during this time, under the inspiration of 

the Holy Spirit, he wrote the book of Genesis and also the book of Job, which would be 

read with the deepest interest by the people of God until the close of time. {(ST February 

19, 1880} 

 
Prepared February 26, 2016 © Jonathan Gallagher 2016 

 


