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9. Jeremiah’s Yoke (4Q 2015—Jeremiah) 

 

Biblical material: Jer. 16:1–13; Hos. 1:1–3; Jer. 27:1–18; Dan. 4:25; Jeremiah 28; 2 

Tim. 4:3, 4; Luke 9:23. 

 

Quotes 

• Who would not rather trust and be deceived? Eliza Cook 

• You may be deceived if you trust too much, but you will live in torment if you 

don’t trust enough. Frank Crane 

• To be trusted is a greater compliment than to be loved. George MacDonald 

• Wicked men obey from fear; good men, from love. Aristotle 

• One act of obedience is better than one hundred sermons. Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

• Liberty is obedience to the law which one has laid down for oneself.  Jean-

Jacques Rousseau 

• God seeks comrades and claims love, the Devil seeks slaves and claims 

obedience. Rabindranath Tagore 

 

Questions 
 How do we decide who to trust? How do we know what is the truth? Even if a 

message is not what we want to hear, can we still accept it? If you were Jeremiah, how 

would you have convinced the people that truth was on your side? What lessons can we 

draw from this situation about the issues in the great controversy and their resolution? 

 

Bible summary 

 In Jeremiah 16 God details his rejection of his people, instructing Jeremiah not to 

marry and have children as a sign of the withdrawal of divine blessing. In another acted 

parable, Jeremiah is told to put on a yoke and tell both Judah and the surrounding nations 

that they are to be subject to “his servant Nebuchadnezzar.” They are not to fight, and 

they will live if they obey. (Jer. 27). The false prophet Hananiah prophesies that the yoke 

of Babylon will be broken, and so breaks the yoke Jeremiah is wearing. But God tells 

Jeremiah that Hananiah has broken a wooden yoke, but this will be replaced by a yoke of 

iron. He also predicts Hananiah’s death, which happens within two months. 

 In Hos. 1:1–3 the prophet Hosea is told to marry a prostitute to symbolize Israel’s 

spiritual adultery. God’s judgment on Nebuchadnezzar is recorded in Dan. 4:25. False 

prophets are predicted in 2 Tim. 4:3, 4. Jesus tells each one to take up their cross and 

follow him (Luke 9:23). 

 

Comment   
  Who do you believe? In the time of Jeremiah different “prophets of God” were 

saying very different things. Hananiah was predicting that the Temple articles would be 

brought back from Babylon very shortly, along with the exiled king and people. He broke 

Jeremiah’s yoke to show that Nebuchadnezzar’s yoke would soon be broken. A message of 

hope and victory! But also completely wrong! 

 Jeremiah’s message of submission must have been very hard to swallow. The people 

did not want to believe this, and to the king it sounded like treason. Yet the truth was with 
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Jeremiah. If you had been present at that time, how would you have made up your mind as 

to who was telling the truth? 

 For it makes a huge difference, and you need to be very careful who you trust. Lying 

prophets are nothing new: remember the story of the young prophet of Judah who was lied 

to and betrayed by the old prophet of Israel, leading to the young prophet’s death (see 1 

Kings 13). The real question is not so much the issue of obedience, but why? Why was it 

important not to be detained, or seen to be “fraternizing” with the local people? Why did 

God want the younger prophet to arrive, give the message, and leave? Was it because 

God did not want any undue influence to mar the message, to distort the warning? 

Whatever, the real lesson for us today is “Be careful who you trust!” 

 Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe comments: “One of the truest tests of integrity is 

its blunt refusal to be compromised.” Now that’s something for all of us to be thinking 

about! Most of all, how do we create an atmosphere of trust and integrity, and not 

compromise our principles? Not just so we can achieve our objectives, but so we can 

truly make a difference, individually and personally. 

 For in the end we do need to decide and to trust. “The glue that holds all 

relationships together—including the relationship between the leader and the led—is 

trust, and trust is based on integrity,” writes Brian Tracy. Jeremiah was a man of 

integrity, and his actions demonstrate that. As the people faced these decisions of life and 

death, God’s prophet needed to be not only speaking clearly but living clearly. In so 

many ways, both individually and as a church organization, we need to recognize where 

we stand. It cannot be a matter of whatever is convenient, or politically advantageous, or 

personally beneficial, but what is true and right. 

 Commitment or compromise? That’s a perennial challenge, and one that still faces 

us today—especially in difficult situations when it’s hard to speak out against the majority! 

Jeremiah’s message was tough and uncompromising, and he was branded an unpatriotic 

traitor, just like those who speak out against governments today. Yet however unpopular the 

message from God, we need to make sure  we continue speaking the truth in love, rightly 

representing the God who seeks to save all who will come to him, to heal the damage of sin, 

and to re-make us into his image so we can spend eternity with him.  

 

Ellen White Comments  

 All true obedience comes from the heart. It was heart work with Christ. And if we 

consent, He will so identify Himself with our thoughts and aims, so blend our hearts and 

minds into conformity to His will, that when obeying Him we shall be but carrying out 

our own impulses. The will, refined and sanctified, will find its highest delight in doing 

His service. When we know God as it is our privilege to know Him, our life will be a life 

of continual obedience. Through an appreciation of the character of Christ, through 

communion with God, sin will become hateful to us.  {DA 668} 

[Regarding Jeremiah’s message] A merciful God had graciously warned the 

people for their good… God’s plan is not to send messengers who will please and flatter 

sinners; He delivers no messages of peace to lull the unsanctified into carnal security. But 

He lays heavy burdens upon the conscience of the wrongdoer, and pierces his soul with 

sharp arrows of conviction… The very hand that humbles to the dust, rebukes sin, puts 

pride and ambition to shame, lifts up the penitent, stricken one, and inquires with deepest 

sympathy: “What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee?”  {4T 177-8 
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