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8. Josiah’s Reforms (4Q 2015—Jeremiah) 

 

Biblical material: 2 Chronicles 33, Hab. 1:2–4, 2 Kings 22, Phil. 2:3–8, 2 Kings 23:1–

28, 1 Cor. 5:7. 

 

Quotes 

• Nothing erases the past. There is repentance, there is atonement, and there is 

forgiveness. That is all, but that is enough. Ted Chiang 

• Repentance is siding with God against self. Todd Nibert 

• Repentance was never yet produced in any man’s heart apart from the grace of 

God. Charles H. Spurgeon 

• Certainly we should be very active in seeking God, and Jesus himself called us to 

‘ask, seek, knock’ in order to find him. Yet those who enter a relationship with 

God inevitably look back and recognize that God’s grace had sought them out, 

breaking them open to new realities. Timothy Keller 

• The pattern of the prodigal is: rebellion, ruin, repentance, reconciliation, 

restoration. Edwin Louis Cole 

• The proud do not change to improve, but defend their position by rationalizing. 

Repentance means change, and it takes a humble person to change. Ezra Taft 

Benson 

 

Questions 

 How significant was the repentance and reformation under Josiah? Why was the 

discovery of the Book of the Law so important? What can we learn today from this 

experience, especially so far removed in time and place? Is this an example of “corporate 

repentance” and if so, what does this mean? Also, what for us individually? 

 

Bible summary 

  The prevailing situation with bad kings is described in 2 Chronicles 33. King 

Josiah’s dedication to God and his reforms are described in 2 Kings 22 and 23. Josiah is 

already working to re-establish the worship of the true God when the Book of the Law is 

discovered. By this means Josiah leads the people back to God, at least to some degree 

during his reign. The appeal for change and repentance is well illustrated in Hab. 1:2–4—

“how long, O Lord?” Jesus’ coming is God’s fundamental answer (Phil. 2:3–8). Out with 

the old, in with the new (1 Cor. 5:7). 

 

Comment 

Josiah’s actions show how significant a dedicated leader is, and the difference he 

made in the life of the nation. By his determined actions he brought Israel back to a better 

relationship to God, even though it is obvious that not all were convinced. The impact 

needs to be measured against what happens once he is gone—Israel quickly relapses into 

apostasy once more. But that is not to negate Josiah and his reforms—and it certainly 

gives us a good example to emulate. 

When it comes to us and our relationship to God, the real question is why is there 

a need to confess and repent? It’s not a question of informing God, since he already 

knows. He sees everything, and knows our heart—which should be a comfort to us! All 



2 

 

that God tells us to do is for our benefit. He knows that unless we admit to ourselves our 

sins, it’s hard to leave them behind. There has to be clear decisions and definite actions—

which is what confession and repentance is all about. And if we have harmed others, we 

need to confess to them too and ask their forgiveness... This is not some abstract 

theological idea, but a practical method of living. Some people find it very hard to say 

sorry, while others say it far too glibly. Our apologies must be sincere, and we must want 

to avoid the wrong we do. That is basic to demonstrating God to others—not in the 

pretentiously pious sense, but in showing we are defective human beings who are trying 

to do what is right, despite our failures.   

Nor is this for God’s benefit. He simply wants to help us, and also to let others see 

how change is possible. After all, the sinless angels must be very concerned about 

allowing us rebels back into heaven! They do not need to be convinced about God’s 

ability to forgive, but they do want to know that we have been changed—that we are not 

going to bring our sinful ways with us. God’s healing salvation both forgives us when we 

confess and repent, but also heals us, changing us into people who are safe to save. 

Harmony is restored not by acceptance of creeds or due process of law but 

through loving agreement with God on his nature, character and actions. This is the 

answer to the Devil’s program of division and separation, of hostility and hateful lies. 

Now we are in concord with God, no longer in lawlessness as rebels (for 

primarily sin has more to do with an attitude toward God than the actual breaking of 

laws), but in harmony with all his will and ways. Now we have life through him (see 1 

John 5:11, 12) 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The king must leave with God the events of the future; he could not alter the 

eternal decrees of Jehovah. But in announcing the retributive judgments of Heaven, the 

Lord had not withdrawn opportunity for repentance and reformation; and Josiah, 

discerning in this a willingness on the part of God to temper His judgments with mercy, 

determined to do all in his power to bring about decided reforms. He arranged at once for 

a great convocation, to which were invited the elders and magistrates in Jerusalem and 

Judah, together with the common people. These, with the priests and Levites, met the 

king in the court of the temple.  

 To this vast assembly the king himself read “all the words of the book of the 

covenant which was found in the house of the Lord.” 2 Kings 23:2. The royal reader was 

deeply affected, and he delivered his message with the pathos of a broken heart. His 

hearers were profoundly moved. The intensity of feeling revealed in the countenance of 

the king, the solemnity of the message itself, the warning of judgments impending--all 

these had their effect, and many determined to join with the king in seeking forgiveness.  

{PK 400}   

 So will it be with all who behold Christ. The nearer we come to Jesus, and the 

more clearly we discern the purity of His character, the more clearly shall we see the 

exceeding sinfulness of sin, and the less shall we feel like exalting ourselves. There will 

be a continual reaching out of the soul after God, a continual, earnest, heartbreaking 

confession of sin and humbling of the heart before Him. At every advance step in our 

Christian experience our repentance will deepen. We shall know that our sufficiency is in 

Christ alone… {AA 561} 
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