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5. More Woes for the Prophet (4Q 2015—Jeremiah) 

 

Biblical material: Jer. 23:14, 15; Jeremiah 20; Acts 2:37; Job 3; Jer. 18:1–10, 18–23. 

 

Quotes 

• Striving to tell his woes, words would not come; For light cares speak, when 

mighty griefs are dumb. Samuel Daniel 

• Look now how mortals are blaming the gods, for they say that evils come from 

us, but in fact they themselves have woes beyond their share because of their own 

follies. Homer 

• What is the worst of woes that wait on age? What stamps the wrinkle deeper on 

the brow? To view each loved one blotted from life’s page, And be alone on 

earth, as I am now. Lord Byron 

• There is a saying in Tibetan, ‘Tragedy should be utilized as a source of strength.’ 

No matter what sort of difficulties, how painful experience is, if we lose our hope, 

that’s our real disaster.  Dalai Lama XIV 

• It’s not over if you’re still here,” Chronicler said. “It’s not a tragedy if you’re still 

alive.” Patrick Rothfuss 

• Without reflection, we go blindly on our way, creating more unintended 

consequences, and failing to achieve anything useful. Margaret J. Wheatley 

 

Questions 
 Without wishing to minimize Jeremiah’s suffering, is this the real message here? 

What is Jeremiah really looking for? Should a prophet call on God not to forgive people? 

What lessons do we learn when we are unfairly accused and mistreated, even within the 

church? What about God’s reputation in all of this? 

 

Bible summary 

 In Jeremiah 20 we read how the leading temple priest Pashhur has Jeremiah 

beaten and put in the stocks. Jeremiah’s prophetic warning to Pashhur that follows is a 

terrible denunciation. Jeremiah indicates that the prophets in Jerusalem are committing 

adultery and living a lie, and they bear a heavy responsibility for the country’s 

ungodliness (Jer. 23:14, 15). Jeremiah 18 reveals the response to God’s message through 

Jeremiah. The people says “We will continue with our own plans; each of us will follow 

the stubbornness of his evil heart.” (Jer. 18:12 NIV). 

 So Jeremiah calls on the Lord to see how he is being treated, and asks that their 

children be starved and killed, their wives become childless and widows, and that the 

men be slain in battle. He ends with a plea “do not forgive their crimes.” (Jer. 18:23 

NIV). Job 3 contains similar agonizing emotions when Job says he wishes he’d never 

been born. 

 

Comment   
  The “godless priests and prophets” mentioned in Sunday’s lesson points to an 

ongoing truth: that just because someone is part of a religious organization does not 

guarantee that they will think and act in ways God approves. In fact, if past history is 

anything to go by, all too often the religious “establishment” runs counter to God’s will.  It’s 
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always a tragedy when church leaders act in unchristian ways, and it’s doubly hard when 

mistreatment within the church comes from those you once trusted.  

 Jeremiah’s experience gives us some examples of how to deal with such attacks 

from within the church. Despite the persecution—that included beating him, putting him in 

the stocks, and planning to take his life—Jeremiah continues to live for the truth and 

exemplify God’s message. That’s not to say he allows these corrupt religious leaders to get 

away with what they’re doing. He certainly denounces them in no uncertain terms.  

 His words to Pashhur, the leading temple priest who put Jeremiah in the stocks, are 

ominous. He warns Pashhur that he will see his friends die by the sword, and then he will be 

taken captive and die in Babylon.  

 Yet the strongest words are those of Jeremiah pleading with God to take action 

against his enemies, as recorded in Jeremiah 18. While this may be a very human reaction, 

is this reflective of a true man of God? In his distress, Jeremiah wants everyone to know 

what is happening and how he is being treated. His is not a call to forgive, but to 

condemn. How do we relate to this, remembering the words of Jesus at his crucifixion: 

“Father, forgive them, they don’t know what they are doing”? 

 These are troubling questions. Jeremiah’s woes may well be like ours in some 

ways. He is standing for God against the whole country, including prophets, priests, and 

kings. Perhaps he is right to make sure everyone knows the reason for his suffering, and 

this can validate his complaints. For despite all of this, and his many messages to the 

people from God, they refuse to turn away from their wickedness. Can we then say that 

this is also part of the great controversy when evil is shown for what it truly is, and yet 

people still persist in following their evil desires? There certainly is no doubt that there is 

an increased polarization, and that God is spelling out cause and effect in a way that 

leaves no doubt... 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 When we see God dishonored, we ought not to remain quiet, but should do and 

say all that we can to lead others to see that the God of heaven is not to be thought of as a 

common man, but as the Infinite One, the One worthy of man’s highest reverence. Let us 

present God’s Word in its purity, and lift up the voice in warning against everything that 

would dishonor our heavenly Father (MS 165, 1902).  {4BC 1164} 

 I have been shown that the spirit of the world is fast leavening the church. You 

are following the same path as did ancient Israel. There is the same falling away from 

your holy calling as God’s peculiar people. You are having fellowship with the unfruitful 

works of darkness. Your concord with unbelievers has provoked the Lord’s displeasure. 

You know not the things that belong to your peace, and they are fast being hid from your 

eyes. Your neglect to follow the light will place you in a more unfavorable position than 

the Jews upon whom Christ pronounced a woe.  {5T 75-6}    

 That these men should stand in a sacred place, to be as the voice of God to the 

people, as we once believed the General Conference to be,--that is past. {GCB, April 3, 

1901}   

 These men were constantly saying, “God is with us. We stand in the light. We 

have the truth.” I inquired who these men were, and was told that they were ministers and 

leading men who had rejected the light themselves, and were unwilling that others should 

receive it.  {EW 240}   
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