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4. Rebuke and Retribution (4Q 2015—Jeremiah) 

 

Biblical material: Jer. 17:5–10, Jer. 17:1–4, 14; Jer. 11:18–23, John 3:19, Jer. 12:1–6, 

14:1–16. 

 

Quotes 

• “Just because I do not accept the teachings of the devotaries does not mean I've 

discarded a belief in right and wrong.” 

“But the Almighty determines what is right!” 

“Must someone, some unseen thing, declare what is right for it to be right? I 

believe that my own morality— which answers only to my heart—is more sure 

and true than the morality of those who do right only because they fear 

retribution. Brandon Sanderson 

• Heaven never defaults. The wicked are sure of their wages, sooner or later. Edwin 

Hubbel Chapin 

• The sword is ever suspended. Voltaire 

• A bad ending follows a bad beginning. Euripides 

• Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord:/ He is trampling out the 

vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored:/ He hath loosed the fateful lightning 

of his terrible swift sword;/ His truth is marching on. Julia Ward Howe 

• Reproof is unavoidable. Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

Questions 

 Do concepts of retribution fit into the nature of God? Why does God have to 

speak so strongly through Jeremiah? How do we avoid suggesting that God is saying, 

“Love me, or else!” What is the usual response to a message of rebuke? How can we 

learn lessons from these messages in Jeremiah? 

 

Bible summary 

  The fundamental question set out in Jer. 17:5–10 is “who do you trust?” It also 

includes the telling statement: “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. 

Who can understand it?” Jer. 17:9 NIV. God speaks in tough language to Judah (Jer. 

17:1-4) since that’s all they understand. He makes it clear that they are the ones who have 

destroyed the relationship and prevented God from blessing them as he wished. Jeremiah 

himself breaks into the message, saying “Heal me, O LORD, and I will be healed; save me 

and I will be saved, for you are the one I praise.” (Jer. 17:14 NIV). This wonderful 

statement points to the true meaning of salvation—the healing that results in trust and 

acceptance of God’s rescue and redemption.  

  Jeremiah at first seems to have been a little naive, not seeing how people were 

plotting against him. The Lord had to reveal this to him. Those who refused God’s 

message would experience the consequences of their actions (see Jer. 11:18–23). John 

3:19 is referenced here: “the light came to the world, but people loved the darkness rather 

than the light, for their actions were evil.” (FBV). However God sees the true nature of 

everyone, and looks for the good (Jer. 12:1–6). Because of their actions and evil thinking, 

God refuses to hear the wicked (Jer. 14:1–16). 
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Comment 

 While God may need to help people see the consequences of their actions, God 

does not retaliate. He rebukes, he warns, he disciplines. But there is no “tit-for-tat” 

retaliation. 

 Remember how the disciples wanted to call down fire out of heaven on one 

Samaritan village because they didn’t welcome Jesus. (See Luke 9:54). Jesus rebuked 

them for saying this. Why? Wouldn’t it have been a great demonstration of power and 

judgment against those who didn’t accept Jesus? No: this was never Jesus’ way. 

Retaliation is not in God’s dictionary. He is not personally affronted by rejection, but 

saddened by it for it means he cannot help those who turn away from him.  

 So when it comes to victory over evil forces we know that God does indeed have 

the power. But he chooses to work through example and demonstration, helping all of us 

to understand the true basis of his nature and government. We need to think the same 

way. There is no question: the victory is secure. We may not experience fairness in this 

life. We may not receive what we “deserve.” In fact, we may not always have victory 

over evil. But we know that evil has been unmasked for what it truly is, and that one day 

it will be gone and goodness will reign forever. 

 We need to see in God a Father who is always looking for our good, trying to help 

us despite our own selves. His rebukes are for our benefit, not to make him feel good. 

The result that comes is either corrective discipline that arises from love, or the 

permitting of the consequences of our bad choices. In whatever case we should not 

charge God with being the author of evil. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Human beings, themselves given to evil, are prone to deal untenderly with the 

tempted and the erring. They cannot read the heart; they know not its struggle and its 

pain. Of the rebuke that is love, of the blow that wounds to heal, of the warning that 

speaks hope, they have need to learn.  {AA 516}   

 None who deal with the young should be ironhearted, but affectionate, tender, 

pitiful, courteous, winning, and companionable; yet they should know that reproofs must 

be given, and that even rebuke may have to be spoken to cut off some evil-doing.  {CG 

263}   

 Reproof and rebuke may, and will, come closer home to individuals than they 

dream of. God has His work in hand, and declarations will be made that will test the faith 

and loyalty of the people of God. There are those who have had great light, who are far 

from God, who in heart are apostates. . . . {CTr 125} 

 But always the words of rebuke that God finds it necessary to send are spoken in 

tender love and with the promise of peace to every penitent believer. {AA 587}   

 Although Israel had “mocked the messengers of God, and despised His words, 

and misused His prophets” (2 Chronicles 36:16), He had still manifested Himself to 

them, as “the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness 

and truth” (Exodus 34:6); notwithstanding repeated rejections, His mercy had continued 

its pleadings. With more than a father’s pitying love for the son of his care, God had 

“sent to them by His messengers... because He had compassion on His people...” 2 

Chronicles 36:15. When remonstrance, entreaty, and rebuke had failed, He sent to them 

the best gift of heaven; nay, He poured out all heaven in that one Gift.  {GC 19} 
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