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3. The Last Five Kings of Israel (4Q 2015—Jeremiah) 

 

Biblical material: 2 Chronicles 34, Jer. 22:1–19, 29:1–14, 2 Chron. 36:11–14, Jer. 23:2–

8. 

 

Quotes 

• Every actual State is corrupt. Good men must not obey laws too well. Ralph 

Waldo Emerson 

• Among a people generally corrupt liberty cannot long exist. Edmund Burke 

• You and I are, by birth, by nature, and by choice, inwardly depraved, which is to 

say that we are entirely corrupt. That's not to say that we have no good in us; we 

do. However, anything good in us has been tainted with evil. It touches 

everything. Without the redeeming power of Christ we cannot halt our own moral 

slide. Charles R. Swindoll 

• Experience has shown, that even under the best forms of government those 

entrusted with power have, in time, and by slow operations, perverted it into 

tyranny. Thomas Jefferson 

• Power, wrongly used, defeats the oppressor as well as the oppressed. Wally Lamb 

• Power attracts the corruptible. Suspect any who seek it. Frank Herbert 

 

Questions 

 What lessons do we learn about leadership as we examine the last five kings of 

Israel? How should those in power act? Who is to blame—the people or their leaders? 

How are we to deal today with corrupt leaders? Why should we be suspicious of those 

who seek power and position? How does this fit in with the cosmic conflict? 

 

Bible summary 

 Jeremiah 22 gives God’s perspective on the kings that followed good king Josiah. 

He tells the people not to mourn such kings. Dramatically he also says, “‘As surely as I 

live,’ declares the LORD, ‘even if you, Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, were a 

signet ring on my right hand, I would still pull you off.’” (Jer. 22:24 NIV). Jer. 29:1–14 

contains the letter God told Jeremiah to write to the first batch of captives in Babylon 

regarding the rebels back in Jerusalem. Note this telling verse: “They have done 

outrageous things in Israel; they have committed adultery with their neighbors’ wives and 

in my name have spoken lies, which I did not tell them to do.” (Jer. 29:23 NIV). 

 Even so, there is still the message of Jer. 23:2–8: the reassurance that a righteous 

King will come and the people will be gathered back to the land. This points us to the 

promise of Jesus, our returning King.  

 The actions of King Josiah (2 Chronicles 34) show what can happen if leaders are 

willing to follow God’s ways. But such reforms need to be continued, and this did not 

happen. The end of such a path of corruption and apostasy is shown in the character of 

the last king, Zedekiah: “He became stiff-necked and hardened his heart and would not 

turn to the LORD, the God of Israel. Furthermore, all the leaders of the priests and the 

people became more and more unfaithful, following all the detestable practices of the 

nations and defiling the temple of the LORD, which he had consecrated in Jerusalem.” 2 

Chron. 36:3, 14 NIV. 



2 

 

  

Comment  

 The slide into idolatry and apostasy is well illustrated by the people of Israel and 

their leaders before the Exile. While they had often vacillated in their attitude towards 

God in their previous history, in this period their rebellion grew stronger than ever and 

they seemed determined to walk away from God, despite his pleadings. It was as if they 

took him for granted, and did not believe he would ever abandon them whatever evil they 

did. 

 God had to show that a relationship with him cannot be one-sided. For their own 

good he had to make them understand that he was not some kind of talisman they could 

always employ. He was not their “property” to be counted on to help them out come what 

may. God cannot empower those who are intent on living lives in opposition to him.  

 The tragedy of Israel is exemplified in the loss of the Ark of the Covenant during 

the battle with the Philistines. The Israelites were so sure that God could be used to win 

their battles that they never considered the possibility that he would not help them. But 

God allowed them to lose the ark to show them that he was not some deity to be 

exploited, or some magic power they could employ. Only as they followed his ways 

could God help them. 

 The history of the last five kings of Israel (Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, 

Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah) shows what happens when the good are followed by the bad. 

King Josiah had rediscovered the scroll of the law and instituted reforms. But they were 

not long-lasting, and after his death the kings that followed him lapsed back into heathen 

practices together with the people. The end result of such corruption and spiritual decay 

is the inevitable disaster that overtook the people. 

 The lessons for us today are clear. While leaders may become corrupted by 

power, we are to stay true to the principles of truth and right, and most importantly hold 

onto our relationship to God. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The apostasy prevailing today is similar to that which in the prophet's day 

overspread Israel. In the exaltation of the human above the divine, in the praise of 

popular leaders, in the worship of mammon, and in the placing of the teachings of science 

above the truths of revelation, multitudes today are following after Baal. Doubt and 

unbelief are exercising their baleful influence over mind and heart, and many are 

substituting for the oracles of God the theories of men. It is publicly taught that we have 

reached a time when human reason should be exalted above the teachings of the Word. 

The law of God, the divine standard of righteousness, is declared to be of no effect. The 

enemy of all truth is working with deceptive power to cause men and women to place 

human institutions where God should be, and to forget that which was ordained for the 

happiness and salvation of mankind.  {CC 215}   

 Prophets had wept over the apostasy of Israel, and the terrible desolations by 

which their sins were visited. Jeremiah wished that his eyes were a fountain of tears, that 

he might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of his people, for the Lord's 

flock that was carried away captive. [Jeremiah 9:1; 13:17.] {GC88 21} 
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