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2. The Crisis Within and Without (4Q 2015—Jeremiah) 

 

Biblical material: Judg. 2:1–15; 1 Kings 12:26–31; 2 Chron. 33:9, 10; Jer. 2:1–28; 5:2, 

3. 

 

Quotes 

• Any idiot can face a crisis—it's day to day living that wears you out. Anton 

Chekhov 

• When written in Chinese, the word 'crisis' is composed of two characters. One 

represents danger and the other represents opportunity. John F. Kennedy 

• I have an increasing sense that the most important crisis of our time is spiritual 

and that we need places where people can grow stronger in the spirit and be able 

to integrate the emotional struggles in their spiritual journeys. Henri Nouwen 

• Close scrutiny will show that most 'crisis situations' are opportunities to either 

advance, or stay where you are. Maxwell Maltz 

• Through each crisis in my life, with acceptance and hope, in a single defining 

moment, I finally gained the courage to do things differently. Sharon E. Rainey  

• If you don't have a spiritual practice in place when times are good, you can't 

expect to suddenly develop one during a moment of crisis. Douglas Coupland 

 

Questions 

 What were the crises facing the people at this time? What was to be Jeremiah’s 

role? Was it just a message of impending doom? How does God look in this situation—

do we see him as angry and vindictive? Were the Israelites experiencing the “natural 

consequences” of their actions? How so? How do we deal with our own crises? 

 

Bible summary 

 Jeremiah is told by God to give this message to Jerusalem. God reminds his 

people of their history and how he led them in the past. But then he has to explain how 

they have abandoned him, how they have changed their gods, and asks them if any of the 

gods they have made can save them (Jer. 2:1-28). Even when they are punished they 

don’t respond (Jer. 5:2, 3). It’s the same situation as described in Judg. 2:1–15 when the 

people turned away from the true God and followed heathen gods. 1 Kings 12:26–31 

recounts the story of Jereboam setting up the golden calves for the people to worship, just 

like in Exodus. Similarly 2 Chron. 33:9 tells how Manasseh led the people into idolatry. 

 

Comment  
 It’s the same old story. God’s people turn away from him and follow after heathen 

gods, who are no gods at all. These “gods” cannot help them, and so they are oppressed 

and defeated—but somehow these heathen religions are so enticing and attractive the 

people of Israel find it hard to give them up. 

 Jeremiah was called to give God’s message before the exile and captivity in 

Babylon. Israel believed this could never happen—that God would be required to help 

them, come what may. But God had to show his people that they could not take him for 

granted, and when they turned away from him they had to experience the consequences. 
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 Their many apostasies show how most people considered God. They might keep 

to the outward rules and regulations, but in their hearts they preferred the depraved nature 

of heathen worship. The seductive presentation by the Moabite women recorded in 

Numbers 25 and 26 accomplished more than any defeat on the battlefield—the people of 

Israel abandoned God and fell headlong into the trap. It took severe emergency measures 

to bring them to their senses and back to God.  

 In Jeremiah’s time the problem continued. Even though they were threatened by 

war and invasion—the crisis without—they continued to defy God and follow other 

gods—the crisis within. It must have been heart-rending for Jeremiah to see the state of 

his fellow-Israelites. They could not be unaware of the dangers they faced—the northern 

kingdom had already fallen and the people led away captive. They must have seen that 

their heathen idolatry did not bring them true blessings. But they continued blindly on 

their way to the inevitable destruction. 

 Jeremiah’s was the lone voice calling them to repentance, to return to the Lord 

who loved them, the only true God. Even though it became clear that they would have to 

experience the consequences of their foolish actions, Jeremiah’s message is not just one 

of doom, but of the need to turn to God especially in these times of crisis.  

 These studies are more than history lessons! Their purpose is to wake us up, as 

Jeremiah tried to do with the people of his time. We need to consider the crises we face in 

our day, and especially those of our own making in our personal lives. The essential 

ingredient in dealing with any crisis we face is making sure we are on the Lord’s side, 

engaged in a deep relationship with him, knowing that whatever comes he will bring the 

best for us out of any challenge. For God will not abandon us, and even though we may 

have to go through troubles like Job, he assures us that he is with us in every situation 

and has prepared for us an eternity together with him. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 It is in a crisis that character is revealed. {COL 412}  

 The crisis demanded a public and far-reaching effort. Jeremiah was commanded 

by the Lord to stand in the court of the temple and speak to all the people of Judah who 

might pass in and out. From the messages given him he must diminish not a word, that 

sinners in Zion might have the fullest possible opportunity to hearken and to turn from 

their evil ways.  {PK 412-3}   

 A crisis had arrived in the government of God. The earth was filled with 

transgression. The voices of those who had been sacrificed to human envy and hatred 

were crying beneath the altar for retribution. All heaven was prepared at the word of God 

to move to the help of his elect. One word from him, and the bolts of heaven would have 

fallen upon the earth, filling it with fire and flame. God had but to speak, and there would 

have been thunderings and lightnings and earthquakes and destruction.   

 The heavenly intelligences were prepared for a fearful manifestation of Almighty 

power. Every move was watched with intense anxiety. The exercise of justice was 

expected. The angels looked for God to punish the inhabitants of the earth. But “God so 

loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life.” “I will send my beloved Son,” he said. “It 

may be they will reverence him.” Amazing grace! Christ came not to condemn the world, 

but to save the world. {RH, July 17, 1900}   
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