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13. Lessons From Jeremiah (4Q 2015—Jeremiah) 

 

Biblical material: Jer. 2:13, 6:20, 7:1–10, Matt. 9:12, Deut. 6:5, Jer. 10:1–15, 23:1–8. 

 

Quotes 

• My trust in God flows out of the experience of his loving me, day in and day out, 

whether the day is stormy or fair, whether I'm sick or in good health, whether I'm 

in a state of grace or disgrace. He comes to me where I live and loves me as I am. 

Brennan Manning 

• Sir, my concern is not whether God is on our side; my greatest concern is to be on 

God's side, for God is always right. Abraham Lincoln 

• When trouble comes, focus on God's ability to care for you. Charles Stanley 

• There are two kinds of people: those who say to God, “Thy will be done,” and 

those to whom God says, “All right, then, have it your way.” C. S. Lewis 

• God meets daily needs daily. Not weekly or annually. He will give you what you 

need when it is needed. Max Lucado 

 

Questions 

 Looking back at all that has happened, what lessons do we learn from the book of 

Jeremiah? In what ways do the actions of king and people reflect our own attitudes? 

What is God really looking for in relating to us? What other “gods” do we turn to, 

especially in times of crisis?  

 

Bible summary 

  The problem identified by God is that his people have turned away from him and 

decided to trust themselves (Jer. 2:13). He doesn’t want their offerings (Jer. 6:20).  As 

Jesus reminded his hearers, God told them he wanted mercy, not sacrifice (Matt. 9:12). 

He wants their total love (Deut. 6:5). God most of all objects to them sinning and 

believing they’re OK (Jer. 7:1–10). He points out that the other “gods” are worthless (Jer. 

10:1–15). Despite all the false shepherds scattering the sheep, God promises he will 

gather them back to himself. (Jer. 23:1–8.). The final chapters of Jeremiah are warnings 

to all the surrounding nations, including Babylon. 

 

Comment 

 “Seventh-day Adventists understand that at the center of the great controversy 

exists a crucial issue: What is the character of God? What is God really like? Is He the 

arbitrary tyrant that Satan makes Him out to be, or is He a loving and caring Father who 

wants only the best for us? These questions really are the most important questions in the 

entire cosmos. After all, what would our situation be if God were not kind and loving and 

self-sacrificial, but mean and arbitrary and sadistic? We’d be better off if no God existed 

than to have one like that.” (Sunday’s lesson). 

 Following on from that we should then ask some further questions: if this is true, 

then the “forbidden tree” in the garden was no arbitrary test. Neither is the Sabbath an 

arbitrary test of our obedience. Nor is the sacrifice of Jesus the response to God’s 

arbitrary demands. The quotation is fine as far as it goes, but it doesn’t go far enough! 
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 For example, if we continue to hold to some theories of the atonement, or some 

ideas of the end-time destruction of the wicked, or some concepts of God and his 

vengeance, then we would be saying that God is “mean and arbitrary and sadistic.” It 

would be helpful to go through our whole theology to root out those ideas that do not 

speak well of God... 

 For the Devil’s main charge was that God was not who he claimed to be. The 

Devil attacked God’s very nature, claiming that God was not the benevolent Creator he 

said he was. Instead the Devil portrayed God as hostile and hateful, authoritarian and 

arbitrary, cruel and capricious.  The Devil used what we would call “character 

assassination.” 

 No wonder Jesus called the Devil a murderer from the beginning. For the 

accusations he made against God were tantamount to attempted murder—trying to 

systematically destroy the character and personality of God himself.  

 Indeed, the accusations were worse than a physical assault, for in employing his 

subtle means, Satan sought to discredit God—to not only challenge his authority, but to 

deny God’s very goodness, truth and right.  

 As some know only too well, when your character is attacked, it can seem worse 

than an attempted murder. The result can leave you feeling more than physically dead. If 

you end up shunned by friends and family, you perhaps wish you were dead.  

 That’s surely one major lesson we learn from Jeremiah: that we too will be 

misrepresented, our characters distorted, and our reputations destroyed. In the same way 

that the people refused to listen to Jeremiah, despite all the evidence, we will experience 

such obstinate hostility too. For if you believe in an arbitrary and capricious “God” who 

thinks that the ends justify the means, who will use whatever methods to achieve his 

goals, then you will do exactly the same. This is the tragedy: that perverted ideas about 

God and his nature lead to perverted believers.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

      Give the erring one no occasion for discouragement. Suffer not a Pharisaical 

hardness to come in and hurt your brother. Let no bitter sneer rise in mind or heart. Let no 

tinge of scorn be manifest in the voice. If you speak a word of your own, if you take an 

attitude of indifference, or show suspicion or distrust, it may prove the ruin of a soul. He 

needs a brother with the Elder Brother’s heart of sympathy to touch his heart of 

humanity. Let him feel the strong clasp of a sympathizing hand, and hear the whisper, Let 

us pray. God will give a rich experience to you both. Prayer unites us with one another 

and with God. Prayer brings Jesus to our side, and gives to the fainting, perplexed soul 

new strength to overcome the world, the flesh, and the devil. Prayer turns aside the 

attacks of Satan.  {COL 250}   

 Encircling the throne of God is the rainbow of the covenant, a symbol of the 

pledged word of God that he will receive every sinner who gives up all hope of eternal 

life on the ground of his own righteousness, and accepts the righteousness of the world’s 

Redeemer, believing that Christ is his personal Saviour, able to save him from his sin, 

and to keep him from falling. Unless Christ is the ground of our hope, we shall not inherit 

eternal life.  {ST, September 5, 1892} 
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