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10. The Destruction of Jerusalem (4Q 2015—Jeremiah) 

 

Biblical material: Ezekiel 8, Rom. 1:22–25, Jer. 37:1–10, 38:1–6, Jer. 29:1–14, Dan. 

9:2. 

 

Quotes 

• No city in the world, not even Athens or Rome, ever played as great a role in the 

life of a nation for so long a time, as Jerusalem has done in the life of the Jewish 

people.  David Ben-Gurion 

• Without Jerusalem, the land of Israel is as a body without a soul. Elhanan Leib 

Lewinsky 

• For three thousand years, Jerusalem has been the center of Jewish hope and 

longing. No other city has played such a dominant role in the history, culture, 

religion and consciousness of a people as has Jerusalem in the life of Jewry and 

Judaism. Throughout centuries of exile, Jerusalem remained alive in the hearts of 

Jews everywhere as the focal point of Jewish history, the symbol of ancient glory, 

spiritual fulfillment and modern renewal. This heart and soul of the Jewish people 

engenders the thought that if you want one simple word to symbolize all of Jewish 

history, that word would be ‘Jerusalem.’ Teddy Kollek 

• Our native soil draws all of us, by I know not what sweetness, and never allows us 

to forget. Ovid, The Poems of Exile 

• For the impious act begets more after it, like to the parent stock. Aeschylus 

• Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet they grind exceeding small; Though 

with patience He stands waiting, with exactness grinds He all.  Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow 

• Life is a relentless expulsion from where we come from and an ongoing 

deportation to alien realms. We are in exile and our greatest dream is to return to 

the lost land. It is the greatest dream because no matter how long our exile is 

going to last, the dream will remain. It is the greatest dream because when we 

finally care only for this dream, then our exile will be over. Franco Santoro 

 

Questions 

 What lessons are we to learn from the final days of Jerusalem before its capture 

by the Babylonians? How does King Zedekiah come across? If you were confronted with 

such a situation, how would you choose? Do we put God before our country—how does 

patriotism fit in here? What issues in the great controversy do you see here? 

 

Bible summary 

 Jeremiah 37-39 tells the sorry story of the final days of Zedekiah’s reign and the 

capture of Jerusalem. It’s interesting to note the conversations between Zedekiah and 

Jeremiah. Clearly the king began to see the writing on the wall, even if his officials 

didn’t. He looked for some help, but he did not like the answer! Jeremiah’s consistent 

message was not to oppose the Babylonians, since this was God’s will. However to the 

leaders this sounded like treason, since it undermined morale among the defenders of the 

city. The king did at least half-heartedly try and help Jeremiah—to the extent at least that 
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Jeremiah did not die in a terrible prison. But sadly the king was too fearful of his officials 

and the people to act in accordance with God’s will. 

 Rom. 1:22-25 recounts what happens to those who “exchanged the truth of God 

for a lie”—he finally gives up on them. God had to give up on the people of Jerusalem at 

this time because nobody was listening to him. Dan. 9:2 however makes it clear that there 

is still hope—the Babylonian captivity will last 70 years, as Jeremiah predicted. 

 

Comment  
 All down the ages, God has been faced with the dilemma that only by a show of 

force can he convince dull human minds of his superiority; and having done that they 

then expect to be able to manipulate this divine power. 

 Throughout the history of Israel, his people are convinced of the true God only as 

long as he goes on winning! For all the nations, the acid test of whose god is best is 

settled in battle. Whoever wins has the most powerful god. 

 So what does the true God do? How does he convince such hardened hearts of his 

true character? Only by first proving his power so that they will listen. And their attention 

span is distinctly limited! 

 Time and again God allows his people to experience the results of going their own 

way, only to have to bring them back by proof of his superior power. Only in this way 

will they respect him. But then they become supremely over-confident, and 

presumptuously believe that whatever they do, God will have to be on their side--because 

otherwise his reputation will suffer. The ultimate result of such an attitude is the 

destruction of Jerusalem and the Exile. 

 Imagine. The all-powerful true God has let you down, as you’re carried off to 

Babylon. What do you think of God’s power now? 

 Maybe some learnt the lesson:  “‘Not by might, not by power, but by my spirit,’ 

says the Lord of Hosts.” (Zech. 4:6). And don’t misread the verse. God is not saying: Not 

by your power, but by my power. It is by his spirit. God is not into the enforcement of 

belief by power. The all-powerful Creator of the Universe has chosen not to use that 

power. He does not want acceptance based on fear; worship based on threat of punitive 

power. If that was what God wanted, he could have achieved his aim in the very 

beginning--all dissent would have been met by instant disintegration. No. God does not 

use power to get his own way. But few get the message. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 For forty years Jeremiah was to stand before the nation as a witness for truth and 

righteousness. In a time of unparalleled apostasy he was to exemplify in life and 

character the worship of the only true God. During the terrible sieges of Jerusalem he was 

to be the mouthpiece of Jehovah. He was to predict the downfall of the house of David 

and the destruction of the beautiful temple built by Solomon. And when imprisoned 

because of his fearless utterances, he was still to speak plainly against sin in high places. 

Despised, hated, rejected of men, he was finally to witness the literal fulfillment of his 

own prophecies of impending doom, and share in the sorrow and woe that should follow 

the destruction of the fated city... What a lesson is this to men holding positions of 

responsibility today in the church of God! What a solemn warning to deal faithfully with 

wrongs that bring dishonor to the cause of truth!  {PK 408; 417}    
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