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9. One Lawgiver and Judge (4Q 2014—James) 

 

Biblical material: James 4:11–17; Acts 17:11; Heb. 4:15, 16; Luke 12:13–21; Eccl. 

2:15–19; Titus 2:14. 

 

Quotes 

• When you judge another, you do not define them, you define yourself. Wayne 

Dyer  

• Judging others makes us blind, whereas love is illuminating. By judging others we 

blind ourselves to our own evil and to the grace which others are just as entitled to 

as we are. Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

• Even God doesn’t propose to judge a man till his last days, why should you and I? 

Dale Carnegie 

• Laws are essential emanations from the self-poised character of God; they radiate 

from the sun to the circling edge of creation. Verily, the mighty Lawgiver hath 

subjected himself unto laws. Theodore Roosevelt 

• The law discovers the disease. The gospel gives the remedy. Martin Luther 

• The divine law, as seen by the Christian, exhibits liberty, gives liberty, is liberty. 

Robert Johnstone 

• Only God can judge me—he’s also the only person that I’ll let borrow my cell 

phone. Anon. 

 

Questions 
 What is the point of the law? How do we relate to lawgivers? Why did God define 

the law so clearly for us? What is the good news of God as Judge? Do we want to avoid 

the implications of the law, or do we embrace them as the way of living right? Can good 

be defined by law, or does it go beyond such definitions? How does God look in all this? 

 

Bible summary 

 James 4:11, 12 tells us not to criticize one another because in so doing we are 

criticizing the law! For the law of love tells us that this is wrong, while the written law 

also makes it clear that to speak badly of others is in violation of God’s commands. If we 

condemn God’s law, then we are setting ourselves up as judges of God’s methods. How 

ridiculous that we should think that we can decide what is good and right better than 

God! That’s not to say that we examine the truth and make our own decisions that it is 

right—God invites our investigation. But to set aside God’s law and make up our own is 

foolishness. 

 We cannot plan for the future as if we will live forever. We do not know how 

much time we have. So let us remember that and make sure we live in harmony with each 

other and with God, seeking to do the best while we are here: “You have no idea what 

will happen tomorrow! What’s your life like? It’s just a mist that appears for a little 

while, and then is gone.” James 4:14 FBV. We cannot boast about ourselves. James then 

gives a great definition of what sin really is: “For it is a sin if you know to do what’s right 

but don’t do it.” James 4:17 FBV. 

 The Bereans checked Scripture to make sure what Paul was telling them was true 

(Acts 17:11). Christ the Lawgiver is also our high priest so we can confidently approach 
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the throne of grace (Heb. 4:15, 16). Jesus was asked to divide an inheritance between two 

brothers, but he refused, asking who made him a judge. He then told the parable of the 

rich man who decided to build bigger barns, yet was to die that night. His point is that we 

need to look beyond the legal aspects of life to the more important issues of love, mercy, 

and eternal destiny (see Luke 12:13–21). Solomon too in his life experiments discovered 

that there is no meaning in anything without God and his future (Eccl. 2:15–19). Jesus 

gave himself for us so we could be one with him (Titus 2:14). 

 

Comment   
 In the Westerns, the outlaws have no regard for law. They live outside it. The result: 

the only law is the law of the gun—who can shoot fastest. Without the control of law, no 

one survives for long. 

 That’s why God gives law. As Galatians 3:19 FBV explains: “What was the point 

of the law, then? It was added to show what wrongdoing really is.” If law is defined, then 

there is no excuse for not knowing what wrong is. The law is given for the sake of 

clarity—so that there can be no doubt. What the law doesn’t do is provide a means for 

keeping it. Nor is it intended as a means of destroying us—we die anyway. What the law 

does is to make right and wrong clear, showing us the way God’s universe works. It’s the 

way it us. Good is good and evil is evil, and nothing can change those intrinsic properties.  

  As George E. Fifield wrote: “Satan has always said that God’s law was arbitrary 

and unjust, and his government tyrannical. By this means he seeks to justify his secession 

from that government, and his attempt to exalt his own throne above the stars of God… 

Notwithstanding Satan’s cavils, the law is a divine revelation of infinite, unchanging 

love…” 

 Our appreciation for God’s moral laws should be the same as for his physical 

laws. We see how the laws of the universe operate. We recognize we can “defy” the law 

of gravity, but it will be to our detriment! The same is true of all of God’s laws—which 

are there to provide order and protection, not to impose some arbitrary divine whim. We 

should be glad for God’s laws of order that prevent everything descending into chaos. 

 Jesus defines the greatest “law” as loving God—totally and absolutely. This then 

leads to our loving everyone else, for God is love and he does just that. (Matt 22:37, 38). 

Thus growing into love will be a consequence of knowing and being with God—it is an 

inescapable result. This is what Paul describes as Christ living in me—not that we lose 

our individuality or responsibility, but that like Christ we do not live for ourselves. Our 

responsibility is to hear the truth about God, and help others recognize the winsome 

character of God. We are called to teach the truth in love, and grow up! 

 Glenn Ruminson says it well: “God’s law is descriptive. God describes the way 

those in harmony with Him will live and the natural consequences that occur when we 

refuse His ways or behave destructively. God’s justice requires that men shall have the light 

of truth that through being won to love and trust Him they will accept the forgiveness and 

healing that breaks the chain of natural consequences that leads to ruin and death.” 

 “What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions.” 

Galatians 3:19 NIV. In other words, it’s only because of sin and evil that God sets out the 

law in the way He does. It is an answer, a help, to the problem of evil. It helps define the 

truth and right, but the law of itself does not make us good. 
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If we stay with the Pharisees and their law-keeping system, we only see sin as 

rule-breaking. It is far more than that—it is the destruction of a relationship with God and 

a rejection of the fundamental principles of truth and right. And as we come back into 

that right relationship with God, then sin is not preoccupation with rules but seeing sin as  

abhorrent, that we would not even want to think of doing wrong.  

For the wrong that is sin is not simply disobedience to a set of instructions, but 

that God was disbelieved, distrusted, and disowned. So only as absolute trust in a 

trustworthy God is restored will the harmony of God’s Universe be re-established. It is 

the goodness of God that leads us to repentance (Romans 2:4)—not fear of punishment 

for the breaking of laws. If we still fear, then we do not truly love: “Where there is love 

there can be no fear. God loves us completely, and this love drives all our fears away. If 

we do fear, it’s because we fear being punished, and this shows that we have not been 

fully re-made by the completeness of God’s love.” (1 John 4:18 FBV). 

The right relationship is dependent on knowing God as He truly is, and in 

agreeing with God that His way is completely right—that is why we call God good! Only 

as we each enter into that loving relationship to a truly good God, who wants to heal and 

save; only then can the damage of sin be repaired and the charges of the Devil refuted. 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 It should not be regarded as a light thing to speak evil of others or to make 

ourselves judges of their motives or actions. “He that speaketh evil of his brother, and 

judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the 

law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.” James 4:11. There is but one judge… 

And whoever takes it upon himself to judge and condemn his fellow men is usurping the 

prerogative of the Creator.  {PP 385} 

 They [the self-righteous scribes and Pharisees] had so misrepresented God that he 

was looked upon as a stern judge, incapable of compassion, mercy, and love. They 

presented to the people endless maxims and traditions as proceeding from God, when 

they had no “thus saith the Lord” for their authority. Though they professed to know and 

to worship the true and living God, they wholly misrepresented him, and the character of 

God, as represented by his Son, was as an original subject, a new gift to the world. Christ 

made every effort so to sweep away the misrepresentations of Satan, that the confidence 

of man in the love of God might be restored. He taught man to address the Supreme Ruler 

of the universe by the new name “Our Father.” This name signifies his true relation to us, 

and when spoken in sincerity by human lips, it is music in the ears of God. Christ leads us 

to the throne of God by a new and living way, to present him to us in his paternal love.  

{RH, September 11, 1894} 

 But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the 

salvation of man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely 

that the inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be 

regarded; but it was to vindicate the character of God before the universe…. The act of 

Christ in dying for the salvation of man would not only make heaven accessible to men, 

but before all the universe it would justify God and His Son in their dealing with the 

rebellion of Satan. {PP 68-69} 
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