
1 

 

8. The Humility of Heavenly Wisdom (4Q 2014—James) 

 

Biblical material: James 3:13–4:10; Deut. 4:6; Gal. 5:17; Jer. 3:6–10, 20; Acts 19:13–

16; Ps. 24:3–6. 

 

Quotes 

• The only true wisdom is in knowing you know nothing. Socrates  

• He who knows all the answers has not been asked all the questions. Confucius 

• Honesty is the first chapter of the book wisdom. Thomas Jefferson  

• Knowledge speaks, but wisdom listens. Jimi Hendrix  

• The wisest mind has something yet to learn. George Santayana 

• It is unwise to be too sure of one’s own wisdom. It is healthy to be reminded that 

the strongest might weaken and the wisest might err. Mahatma Gandhi 

• The fool doth think he is wise, but the wise man knows himself to be a fool. 

William Shakespeare  

 

Questions 

 How do we determine what is true wisdom? How do our actions demonstrate we 

still follow our human desires? Why must wisdom be based on reason? In what ways are 

this world’s thinking “earthly, spiritual, and demonic”? Why do we need “heavenly 

wisdom” and how do we get it? How do we reflect the Lord’s humility in wisdom? 

 

Bible summary 

  James tells us, “Who among you has wisdom and understanding? Let their good 

lives demonstrate what they do—doing what is right with wise kindness and 

consideration.” James 3:13 FBV. This is true wisdom—that has respect for others and is 

not proud and self-centered. This “heavenly wisdom” is pure and peaceful, kind and open 

to reason (3:17 FBV). The opposite is “bitter jealousy” and “selfish ambition” (3:14 

FBV). This kind of “wisdom” which is the way the world works is “earthly, unspiritual, 

and demonic.” (3:15 FBV). 

  James then goes on to discuss the results of thinking like the world: fights and 

quarrels due to our sinful nature (4:1-3 FBV). This is based on our human lusts that lead 

to all kinds of sin. In the end James cries out, “You adulterous people! Don’t you realize 

that friendship with the world is hatred towards God? Those who want to be friends of 

the world make themselves enemies of God.” (4:4 FBV). The only salvation comes from 

God’s grace (4:5) and returning to him. Only as we humble ourselves can he lift us up. 

  By observing God’s instructions we show ourselves wise (Deut. 4:6), for doing 

what our sinful human nature wants leads us to be in conflict with what God wants (Gal. 

5:17). Our unwise actions lead to spiritual adultery (Jer. 3:6–10, 20). We need to be sure 

we really know Jesus (Acts 19:13–16). We receive God’s blessing by trusting him, and 

not in false gods (Ps. 24:3–6). 

 

Comment 

 Heavenly wisdom? How scarce a commodity, especially in religion… The ancient 

Assyrians had violent, war-like gods and goddesses that liked nothing better than to 

immerse themselves in the blood and gore of merciless warfare. They were represented in 
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gilded statues with hard, unsmiling faces, and they always carried instruments of death—

a sword or spear... 

 The Phoenicians had their Baals and Ashtaroths, fertility deities that were 

worshipped in the worst deviancies that their followers could dream up. The sacrifices 

these “gods” demanded often included the burning of live children... 

 Even the “classical” gods of Greece and Rome have all-too-human characters: of 

hate and lust, violence and greed. Chronos (the Roman Saturn) ate his children as they 

were born. Zeus escaped this fate, and when he grew older, castrated his father. Zeus was 

married to Hera, but this did not prevent him conducting a wide variety of affairs with 

human women.  

 The Egyptians perhaps best illustrate the human (dehumanized?) image of god 

through their representations of animal gods with human bodies. A falcon-headed man 

represented Horus; a woman’s body with a cat’s head the goddess Bastet; a baboon with 

a human body Thoth, the god of wisdom. Wisdom! Is this the way to understand God, as 

some bestialized man? 

 Faces of God? No wonder then that God wishes to correct the “god image.” Even 

those of us who believe we think well of God need to reconsider our own views of God, 

his nature and character… If we want heavenly wisdom, we must go to the true source. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

James exhorts us, “Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your 

hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and 

weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble 

yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up.” James 4:8-10. James would 

impress us that this condition of mind is more appropriate for the times in which we live 

than to be seeking friendship with the world and engaging in the folly, levity, pride, and 

vanity which worldlings are engaged in. We are exhorted to humility. Instead of 

possessing a boastful self-confidence, the opposite is becoming [for] believers in present 

truth.  {18MR 370} 

 The prince of darkness, who has so long bent the powers of his mastermind to the 

work of deception, skillfully adapts his temptations to men of all classes and conditions. 

To persons of culture and refinement he presents spiritualism in its more refined and 

intellectual aspects, and thus succeeds in drawing many into his snare. The wisdom 

which spiritualism imparts is that described by the apostle James, which “descendeth not 

from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.” James 3:15. This, however, the great 

deceiver conceals when concealment will best suit his purpose. {GC 553-4} 

We are to show our loyalty to our King, the Lord Jesus Christ. The apostle James 

declares: “Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” And 

the beloved John, the disciple in spirit most like Jesus, has given the warning, “Love not 

the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of 

the Father is not in him.” No man will find happiness in following the example of Adam, 

and wandering away from his Maker.  {GCB, January 1, 1897} 
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