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6. Faith That Works (4Q 2014—James) 

 

Biblical material: James 2:14–26; Rom. 3:27, 28; Titus 2:14; 2 Cor. 4:2; Rom. 4:1–5; 

Josh. 2:1–21. 

 

Quotes 

• This is a life of faith, for God will try the truth of our faith, so that the world may 

see that God has such servants as will depend upon His bare word. Richard Sibbes  

• Regarding the debate about faith and works: It’s like asking which blade in a pair 

of scissors is most important. C.S. Lewis 

• It is he who thinks most of the next world that does the most in this world. C.S. 

Lewis 

• Faith without works is like a bird without wings; though she may hop with her 

companions on earth, yet she will never fly with them to heaven. Francis 

Beaumont 

• Faith without works is not faith at all, but a simple lack of obedience to God. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

• A true faith in Jesus Christ will not suffer us to be idle. No, it is an active, lively, 

restless principle; it fills the heart, so that it cannot be easy till it is doing 

something for Jesus Christ. George Whitefield  

 

Questions 

 Why so many arguments about faith and works? How do we demonstrate that we 

truly do trust in God? How does doing right reveal our inner attitude? How do we 

understand the example of Abraham? What does the example of Rahab add to our 

concepts of trusting God? Most of all, how do we see God in all of this? 

 

Bible summary 

 James 2:14–26 begins with the question, “What’s the good of someone saying 

they trust in God when they don’t do what’s right? Can such “trust” save them?” (FBV). 

James is addressing the issue of making sure your actions reflect your stated beliefs. 

Words are certainly cheap, and we can say all manner of things. We have to practice what 

we preach, says James—otherwise it’s pointless. James goes on to illustrate the point—

pronouncing a blessing on people without actually helping does little for them! He makes 

it plain: “I’ll show you my trust in God by what I do.” He cites Abraham and even Rahab 

the prostitute as examples of people who showed their trust in God by doing what was 

right, and concludes, “Just as the body is dead without the spirit, trust in God is dead if 

you don’t do what’s right.” (v. 26 FBV). Rom. 3:27, 28 FBV is very clear: “So do we 

have anything to boast about then? Absolutely not, there’s no place for that! And why’s 

that? Is it because we follow the law of observing requirements? No, we follow the law 

of trusting in God. We conclude that people are made right with God through their trust 

in him, and not from legal observance.” Jesus gave himself for us because he wants us to 

be eager to do what is good (Titus 2:14). By our lives and actions we commend ourselves 

to others (2 Cor. 4:2). Abraham commended himself to God by his demonstration of trust 

(Rom. 4:1–5), as did Rahab (Josh. 2:1–21). 
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Comment  
 As far a James is concerned, faith claims need to be results oriented. In the same 

way as the great controversy is God’s demonstration to the universe about his true nature, 

what we demonstrate in our lives reveals the kind of people we are far more than the 

claims we make.  

 Note this from Van Fisher: “The book of James seemed to conflict with Paul’s 

writings. Paul said salvation is through faith, works has nothing to do with it, and James 

said faith without works is dead. However, using reason the apparent conflict can be 

resolved, without abandoning, or undermining the truth of both divinely inspired 

writings, because a reasonable interpretation shows that there is no conflict in the texts, 

but only in our understanding. Works does not provide salvation; it proves salvation. 

Barking will not make you a dog, but a dog barks.” 

 The emphasis on using reason is much appreciated. All too often when it comes to 

religion, the argument is to abandon reason and logic. But especially here we must 

examine the ideas and see how they make sense. As the lesson title suggests, we need a 

trust that works. It must be functional. There’s no point in saying you’re going one way, 

and then actually setting out in the opposite direction. As in our human relationships, we 

cannot say we trust someone and then in all our actions demonstrate the opposite.  

 So too with God—we cannot claim to want him in our lives, and run in the 

opposite direction! Trust is only real trust if it is demonstrated. Otherwise we are only 

making mere claims. There has to be proof, there has to be evidence. Only then will our 

trust be real, only then will it be taken seriously. 

 Not as some kind of vanity that offer to the world as displayed proof for our 

Christian faith, but in the quiet, ongoing life that in all its aspects reveals our total 

confidence and dependence on our loving Lord. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

The apostle James saw that dangers would arise in presenting the subject of 

justification by faith, and he labored to show that genuine faith cannot exist without 

corresponding works. The experience of Abraham is presented. “Seest thou,” he says, 

“how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?” James 2:22. 

Thus genuine faith does a genuine work in the believer. Faith and obedience bring a 

solid, valuable experience.   

Faith and works are two oars which we must use equally if we {would} press our 

way up the stream against the current of unbelief.   

The so-called faith that does not work by love and purify the soul will not justify 

any man. “Ye see,” says the apostle, “how that by works a man is justified, and not by 

faith only.” James 2:24.  {FLB 115} 

The desire for an easy religion that requires no striving, no self-denial, no divorce 

from the follies of the world, has made the doctrine of faith, and faith only, a popular 

doctrine; but what saith the word of God? Says the apostle James: “What doth it profit, 

my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? . . . 

Wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our 

father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou 

how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? . . . Ye see then 

how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.” James 2:14-24.  {GC 472.1} 
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