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5. Love and the Law (4Q 2014—James) 

 

Biblical material: James 2:1–13; Mark 2:16; Lev. 19:17, 18; Rom. 13:8–10; John 12:48. 

 

Quotes 

• Love is the higher law. David Levithan 

• The law of love could be best understood and learned through little children. 

Gandhi 

• The Prodigal Son at least walked home on his own feet. But who can duly adore 

that Love which will open the high gates to a prodigal who is brought in kicking, 

struggling, resentful, and darting his eyes in every direction for a chance of 

escape? C.S. Lewis 

• It may be true that the law cannot make a man love me, but it can stop him from 

lynching me, and I think that’s pretty important. Martin Luther King Jr. 

• To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything, and your heart will certainly be 

wrung and possibly be broken. If you want to make sure of keeping it intact, you 

must give your heart to no one, not even to an animal. Wrap it carefully round 

with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements; lock it up safe in the 

casket or coffin of your selfishness. But in that casket — safe, dark, motionless, 

airless — it will change. It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, 

impenetrable, irredeemable. C.S. Lewis 

 

Questions 
 In what way is love the “higher law”? If God only wanted legal observance, why 

didn’t he make us function that way? How do we avoid judgmentalism on the one hand, 

and antinomianism (rejecting the law) on the other? What is God really looking for in the 

way we relate to others? How do our attitudes reflect on our concepts of God? 

 

Bible summary 

James 2:1–13 speaks of how we treat those who have riches and position. We are 

not to show favoritism in any way, and not to be swayed because of people’s perceived 

importance. This passage also shows that we tend to follow false value systems and 

misunderstand what is truly important. The key point is at the end for those who operate 

from a “righteousness by comparison” approach and tend to judgmentalism—mercy wins 

out over being judgmental! Jesus was criticized for eating with tax-collectors and sinners 

(Mark 2:16). Lev. 19:17, 18 is an interesting text, for it tells not to hate a fellow-believer, 

but also to speak frankly so you are not complicit in their guilt. You are to love your 

neighbor as yourself. In Rom. 13:8–10 Paul explains that you keep the law by loving 

your neighbor, and that “love fulfils the law.”  In the end our own words and actions will 

judge us (John 12:48). 

 

Comment   
  Here is very good counsel telling us to reject the way this world operates. In this 

fallen world our value systems are the opposite of God’s, and we need to rethink the way in 

which we view one another. Possessions do not make us who we are, nor does position—but 

this is what we value and respect. We also operate from a law-based mentality, because of 
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our sinful state. But God does not determine our righteousness by our law-keeping, but by 

the way we act in love. By truly showing love to those around us, by valuing people, then 

love fulfils the law. For the law is there to help us to understand what is good—yet simply 

obeying requirements doesn’t make us good. The good has to come from our inner attitudes, 

operating on the basis of truly loving others. 

 Our tendency is to be like the Pharisee who judged his righteousness by comparing 

himself to the tax collector beside him, and being thankful he was not like him. This is our 

way of thinking all-too-often—condemning others so we feel better about ourselves. But 

this is not the loving way. The law necessarily defines good, but cannot enforce it, because 

you cannot change the thoughts and attitudes. You may control evil behaviour by the threat 

of punishment, but this does not make people good. Goodness comes from the way in which 

we understand that it is right to do right, good to do good—not because we fear punishment 

or because we seek some reward. 

 In this way we truly represent the God of Love who loves us all with an undying 

love, wanting us all to come home, but recognizing that because love cannot be forced he 

will have to let some of us go our own way into destruction. This is the tragedy of our own 

making, and the highest aspect of God’s love is that it will not force, and it allows us to 

reject God if we wish. But in the end this is the only God who is worth loving-one who 

invites, pleads, and desires us to be his loving friends. There is no way to legislate this—for 

only by love is love awakened. 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 The apostle James has given definite counsel with regard to the manner in which 

we should treat the rich and the poor: [James 2:2-5 quoted].   

 Although Christ was rich in the heavenly courts, yet He became poor that we 

through His poverty might be made rich. Jesus honored the poor by sharing their humble 

condition. From the history of His life we are to learn how to treat the poor. Some carry 

the duty of beneficence to extremes, and really hurt the needy by doing too much for 

them. The poor do not always exert themselves as they should. While they are not to be 

neglected and left to suffer, they must be taught to help themselves.  

 The faith that accepts Christ as One who is able to save to the uttermost all who 

come unto God by him, means perfect belief and trust. To be intelligently convinced is 

not enough. The apostle James writes: “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest 

well: the devils also believe, and tremble.” Many there are who believe that Christ has 

died for the sins of the world, but they make no appropriation of this grand truth to their 

own souls. Their hearts are not enlisted in the service of God, their lives are not reformed. 

They are not sanctified by the truth they profess to believe. Not having the faith that 

works by love and purifies the soul, no genuine good appears in their lives. “Was not 

Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the 

altar?” asks the apostle. “Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was 

faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, 

and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.”  

{YI, March 1, 1900} 
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