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4. Being and Doing (4Q 2014—James) 

 

Biblical material: James 1:22-24; Matt. 19:16–22; Luke 6:27–38; Rom. 8:2–4; 12:9–18; 

2 Pet. 1:4. 

 

Quotes 

• You must give up the life you planned in order to have the life that is waiting for 

you. Joseph Campbell 

• Do what you can, with what you have, where you are. Theodore Roosevelt 

• How much pain they have cost us, the evils which have never happened. Thomas 

Jefferson 

• Be what you are. This is the first step toward becoming better than you are. Julius 

Hare 

• Wheresoever you go, go with all your heart.  Confucius 

• You don’t have to see the whole staircase. Just take the first step. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. 

• It may be hard for an egg to turn into a bird: it would be a jolly sight harder for it 

to learn to fly while remaining an egg. We are like eggs at present. And you 

cannot go on indefinitely being just an ordinary, decent egg. We must be hatched 

or go bad. C. S. Lewis  

 

Questions 

 Can we really separate who we are from what we do? What kind of image do we 

have of ourselves? What is the very basis of who we are and consequently of how we 

act? How do we make sure our love is genuine? What is the fundamental conflict 

revealed in the story of the rich young ruler? What does it mean that we will share in the 

divine nature? 

 

Bible summary 

  “But do what the word says—don’t just listen to it and delude yourselves. If you 

just listen to the word, and don’t act on it, it’s like staring at your own face in a mirror. 

You see yourself, but then you leave, and immediately forget what you looked like.” 

James 1:22-24 FBV. A great perspective on who we are! The story of the rich young 

ruler in Matt. 19:16–22 reveals the difference between being and doing, and the 

motivations in our lives… The deeper reasons for what we do are spelled out in Luke 

6:27–38. Jesus makes it clear: “If you love those who love you, why should you deserve 

any credit for that? Even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who 

do good to you, why should you deserve any credit for that either? Sinners do that as 

well.” Luke 6:32, 33 FBV. So we are to love our enemies, be compassionate, and not be 

judgmental. “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of 

sin and death.” Rom. 8:2 FBV. In Romans 12:9–18 Paul gives a great summary of who 

we are to be. Of special importance are these words, “Love must be genuine. Hate what is 

evil; hold on tightly to what is good. Be completely dedicated to each other in your 

brotherly love; value others more than yourselves.” Romans 12:9, 10 FBV. As a result we 

share in the divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4). 
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Comment 

 The fundamental question is who we are and how we act. We often define 

ourselves by what we do rather than who we are. Yet as James makes clear, it is who we 

are that results in what we do—though what we do certainly is very important and 

reflects our motives and priorities. 

 Our trust in God has results. We do something. Our beliefs have consequences—

which is why making sure what we believe is right is so important! You can’t “simply 

believe” without asking “believe in what?” We don’t simply hear and accept, but we act 

on what we hear—on what we have now become as trustworthy children of our heavenly 

Father. 

 The great good news is that it’s not about us! “We are not promoting ourselves, 

but Christ Jesus as Lord. In fact we are your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God who said, 

‘Let light shine out of the darkness,’ shone in our hearts to illuminate the knowledge of 

God’s glory in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in clay jars, to show that 

this supreme power comes from God and not from ourselves.” 2 Corinthians 4:5-7 FBV. 

 We are the clay jars that contain the gospel treasure! It is in the incredible 

condescension of God that we are granted this immense privilege—but the value is not in 

the clay jars… We are simply the “containers” for God’s saving grace and he is the one 

who is vindicated in his “being and doing.” May we delight to be part of this 

demonstration that shows God to be completely honest and true, loving and gracious, 

showing healing, mercy, and compassion to all who come to him!  

 

Ellen White Comments 

From the pulpits of today the words are uttered: “Believe, only believe. Have faith 

in Christ; you have nothing to do with the old law, only trust in Christ.” How different is 

this from the words of the apostle who declares that faith without works is dead. He says, 

“But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves” (James 

1:22). We must have that faith that works by love and purifies the soul. Many seek to 

substitute a superficial faith for uprightness of life and think through this to obtain 

salvation.  {FW 89} 

 “If any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his 

natural face in a glass: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway 

forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, 

and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man 

shall be blessed in his deed. If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not 

his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain. Pure religion and 

undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their 

affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” 

 This is the word of the living God. The law is God’s great moral looking glass. He 

is to compare his words, his spirit, his actions, with the word of God. If we decide that in 

these last days we have no work assigned to us that is out of the common course of the 

nominal churches, we shall meet with great disappointment. The great question to be 

investigated, weighed, and decided is: What can I do to reach souls that are lost? God 

calls for a work to be done by Seventh-day Adventists that I need not define. Unless the 

work is first done in their own hearts, all the specific directions that might be given to 

point out their course of action will be labor in vain.  {TM 125} 
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