
1 

 

2. The Perfecting of Our Faith (4Q 2014—James) 

 

Biblical material: James 1:2, 3; 1 Pet. 1:6, 7; Phil. 3:12–15; James 1:19–21; Luke 17:5, 

6; Luke 12:16–21; Heb. 12:2. 

 

Quotes 

• Perfection is achieved, not when there is nothing more to add, but when there is 

nothing left to take away. Antoine de Saint-Exupéry 

• Don’t mistake activity with achievement. John Wooden 

• The winter prepares the earth for the spring, so do afflictions sanctified prepare 

the soul for glory. Richard Sibbes  

• He that rides to be crowned will not think much of a rainy day. John Trapp 

• I prayed for faith and thought that some day faith would come down and strike me 

like lightning. But faith did not seem to come. One day I read in the tenth chapter 

of Romans, “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” I had up 

to this time closed my Bible and prayed for faith. I now opened my Bible and 

began to study, and faith has been growing ever since. Dwight L. Moody 

 

Questions 

 Who is responsible for “perfecting our faith”? How do we gain true wisdom? 

Why is spiritual growth so important? How can we trust more in our gracious God? How 

can we choose to be happy when troubles hit us? How do we keep our eyes fixed on 

Jesus who both is the beginning and the completion of our trust in God? 

 

Bible summary 

 “My friends, choose to stay happy even when all kinds of troubles come your 

way, because you know that endurance comes from dealing with challenges to your trust 

in God.” James 1:2, 3 FBV. Peter similarly acknowledges that troubles cause a deepening 

of our trust in the Lord (see 1 Pet. 1:6, 7). Paul says he hasn’t arrived at perfect trust in 

God, but he presses on towards his goal (see Phil. 3:12–15). James also points out that 

“human anger doesn’t reflect the true character of God” (James 1:20) so we should be 

slow to become angry, slow to speak, and quick to listen. In other words, we need to 

practice following the peace of God in our lives. The disciples asked for their trust in God 

to be increased, and Jesus answered that they would be able to accomplish amazing 

things even with a little trust in God (Luke 17:5, 6). He also pointed to the foolishness of 

depending on material things (Luke 12:16–21). The way our faith is perfected is by 

“looking to Jesus, the one who begins and completes our trust in God. Because of the joy 

ahead of him Jesus endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and sat down at the right 

hand of God’s throne.” Hebrews 12:2 FBV. 

 

Comment  
 It’s not easy to see past troubles and trust in God. No one enjoys the problems of 

life, and we should certainly not develop a martyr complex. Just because we’re suffering 

doesn’t necessarily mean we’re right! However we are to recognize that we must expect 

problems to come if we are following Jesus, as Jesus himself told us.  
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 Added to the need for confident trust in God despite the circumstances is the need 

not to become angry. As James 1:20 makes clear, we’re not representing the true 

character of God if we become angry. The problem with human anger is that it causes us 

to act irrationally, and when we act without thinking we can do terrible damage. 

 The title “perfecting our faith” can lead to mistakes in two directions. One is that 

we take charge of developing our faith ourselves. It can lead to works righteousness and 

problems of perfectionism as we believe we are in charge of making ourselves right. The 

other mistake is to conclude that everything is up to God and we have no role to play. 

While God is eminently trustworthy, we do have to exercise trust.  

 Jesus certainly is the beginning and the completion of our trust in God, but we 

need to look to Jesus! If we don’t fix our gaze on him, wanting to be remade in the image 

of God, it’s not going to happen. But if we look to ourselves as the source of 

righteousness, it won’t work either. 

 This is the message of James. God is the one who remakes us, but we have to 

come to him and ask. There will be results as we trust in him. Like Paul, we cannot say 

we have already attained. But we press on towards the mark—and it is God’s calling that 

leads us on. He walks beside us on the way, he works within us, and he welcomes us at 

the end. Only as we place our wholehearted confidence in God, as we allow him to renew 

us from the inside out, as we under his grace choose what is good and right—only then 

will we grow in our trust in God and be changed from sin-sick rebels into trustworthy 

friends. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

In all who have been chosen to accomplish a work for God the human element is 

seen. Yet they have not been men of stereotyped habits and character, who were satisfied 

to remain in that condition. They earnestly desired to obtain wisdom from God and to 

learn to work for Him. Says the apostle, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 

that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” James 1:5. 

But God will not impart to men divine light while they are content to remain in darkness. 

In order to receive God’s help, man must realize his weakness and deficiency; he must 

apply his own mind to the great change to be wrought in himself; he must be aroused to 

earnest and persevering prayer and effort. Wrong habits and customs must be shaken off; 

and it is only by determined endeavor to correct these errors and to conform to right 

principles that the victory can be gained. Many never attain to the position that they 

might occupy, because they wait for God to do for them that which He has given them 

power to do for themselves. All who are fitted for usefulness must be trained by the 

severest mental and moral discipline, and God will assist them by uniting divine power 

with human effort.  {PP 248} 

The Lord wants you to understand your individual responsibility for the salvation 

of your soul. With the word of God as your guide and instructor, you are to personally 

work out your own salvation. You are to strive to secure eternal life, when you may dwell 

forever with the Lord. In studying how you may gain this, seek for that wisdom which 

God alone can impart. Accept the invitation, “If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of 

God that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given.” “My 

brethren,” the apostle James writes, “count it all joy.” (James 1:2-8)  {LLM 278} 
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