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11. Getting Ready for the Harvest (4Q 2014—James) 

 

Biblical material: James 5:7–12, Rom. 13:11, 1 Cor. 3:13, Luke 7:39–50, Col. 4:6. 

 

Quotes 

• Always do your best. What you plant now, you will harvest later. Og Mandino 

• In seed time learn, in harvest teach, in winter enjoy. William Blake 

• How can people trust the harvest, unless they see it sown? Mary Renault 

• The year goes wrong, and tares grow strong,/ Hope starves without a crumb;/ But 

God’s time is our harvest time,/ And that is sure to come. Lewis J. Bates 

• One part of the harvest metaphor we may have missed was the importance of 

timing—there is a season for both sowing and reaping, and sometimes there is a 

season of simply waiting and watering. Keri Wyatt Kent 

• What we plant in the soil of contemplation, we shall reap in the harvest of action. 

Meister Eckhart 

• It is not always granted to the sower to live to see the harvest. All work that is 

worth anything is done in faith. Albert Schweitzer 

 

Questions 

 Which aspects of harvest imagery apply here, and which do not? How does this 

future idea of harvest affect our lives in the present? How do we as God’s “crop” reveal 

him to the world? Why is the harvest so important? In what ways can ideas of judgment 

and harvest be detrimental to our picture of God? 

 

Bible summary 

 James 5:7–12 uses the example of the coming harvest as a way of explaining our 

attitude to the present. We look forward to the Lord’s return—a future event—but it is the 

present where we do our hoping. Just like the farmer anticipating the harvest, we are to be 

patient as everything grows to fruition. James also urges patience with each other as we 

wait. He references the patience of the prophets, and of Job. He also adds that we are not 

to swear, a simple yes and no are sufficient.  

 “You realize how urgent the time is—that it’s high time for you to wake up from 

your sleep. For salvation is closer to us now than when we first put our trust in God.” 

Romans 13:11 FBV. The day of judgment reveals everything for what it is (1 Cor. 3:13). 

The lesson also references the story of the woman who anointed Jesus’ feet in Simon’s 

house (Luke 7:39–50) as an illustration of the different attitudes to God’s forgiveness. 

Consequently, “Always be gracious when you speak. Make sure it’s in good taste, and 

think about how best to answer everyone.” Col. 4:6 FBV. 

 

Comment  

 How do you prepare for harvest? Come to think of it, while there is some 

preparation (sharpening tools, making sure the barns are ready etc.), much of the time is 

passed in waiting for the crops to ripen. It is a question of patient waiting. For there is 

nothing you can do to ripen the crop before its time.  

 When does the harvest come?  Obviously when the crop is ripe.  You can’t set an 

exact date for the harvest, because it is not related to dates, but to the growth of the plant, 
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and the weather conditions and so on.  When the crop is ripe—that’s the time for the 

harvest.  You and I are part of the crop.  We are part of God’s harvest.  When will God’s 

harvest come?  When the field—which is the world—is ripe. 

 So you say, if the harvest depends on me then I can do what I like.  God won’t 

“harvest” me before I’m ripe.  I’m in control of the end.  Jesus can’t come until I’m ready.  

Really?  Can you imagine one tiny blade of wheat in the midst of a vast field saying that?  

One green ear among all the ripe?  Do you think the fact that one green unripe stalk prevents 

the harvest?  Surely not!  Who is in control of the harvest?  The harvester—God himself.  

He looks over the ripening grain just as an earthly farmer, and says, it’s time.  Time to reap, 

to harvest.  God controls the harvest.  It is his harvest, and it is his decision that ends the 

world. 

 God controls the time of the harvest in another way.  Unlike the farmer, God 

controls the weather, the sun and the rain.  He plants us in his rich soil.  It is God who ripens 

the harvest; it was he that made us grow in the first place.  God is the God of harvest, and he 

brings his harvest to fruition.  But—how can we see the harvest?  How can we know when 

the time of harvest is near?  Jesus told us to look for the signs.  The leaves of the fig tree 

promised the summer, the time of fig fruits.  We see apples turning from green to red.  We 

see wheat becoming golden brown.  We see blackberries changing from green to red to 

black.  How do we know when to harvest?  When we can see the fruit is ripe.   How do we 

know when the harvest which is the end of the world will happen?  When we see the signs 

of ripening all around us. 

 How do you know whether a fruit is good until you pick it and try it?  How do you 

know whether your apple has an infected core until you cut it?  It’s when you cut a fruit 

open that you find the maggot.  When you harvest, you find out what’s what.  Then 

everybody knows. 

  

Ellen White Comments 

 Look up, look up, and let your faith continually increase. Let this faith guide you 

along the narrow path that leads through the gates of the city into the great beyond, the 

wide, unbounded future of glory that is for the redeemed. “Be patient therefore, brethren, 

unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the 

earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also 

patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” James 5:7, 8.  

{PK 732} 

 The husbandman chooses a piece of land from the wilderness; he fences, clears, 

and tills it, and plants it with choice vines, expecting a rich harvest. This plot of ground, 

in its superiority to the uncultivated waste, he expects to do him honor by showing the 

results of his care and toil in its cultivation. So God had chosen a people from the world 

to be trained and educated by Christ. The prophet says, “The vineyard of the Lord of 

hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah His pleasant plant.” Isa. 5:7. Upon this 

people God had bestowed great privileges, blessing them richly from His abundant 

goodness. He looked for them to honor Him by yielding fruit. They were to reveal the 

principles of His kingdom. In the midst of a fallen, wicked world they were to represent 

the character of God. {COL 285} 
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