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10. Weep and Howl! (4Q 2014—James) 

 

Biblical material: James 5:1–6, Ps. 73:3–19, 1 Sam. 25:2–11, Lev. 19:13, Luke 16:19–

31, Matt. 5:39; 6:21. 

 

Quotes 

• It is better to live rich than to die rich. Samuel Johnson 

• There is no point in getting rich if we lose our soul along the way. Farahad Zama 

• Content makes poor men rich; discontent makes rich men poor. Benjamin 

Franklin 

• Difficult times have helped me to understand better than before, how infinitely 

rich and beautiful life is in every way, and that so many things that one goes 

worrying about are of no importance whatsoever... Isak Dinesen 

• Earthly riches are full of poverty. Augustine 

• If the whole world were changed into a globe of gold it could not fill thy heart. 

Thomas Brooks 

 

Questions 

 How do we define riches? What is the real value of money? Why will the rich 

“weep and howl”—and does that make us happy? What about the way we gain money? 

How do we exploit others in a quest to enrich ourselves? How would you explain God’s 

value system? How do such matters relate to the great controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

 James 5:1–6 describes those who think they are rich, but who are not rich towards 

God. All that they have relied on is destroyed—moth-eaten or rusted away. This is the 

final fate for anything that is relied on in this world… Yet the worst aspect is the way 

they have gained their riches: by exploiting others: “Look, the wages of your farm 

workers that you cheated are crying out against you—the cries of the farm workers have 

reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. You’ve enjoyed a life of luxury here on earth, full 

of self-indulgent pleasure, fattening yourselves up for the day of slaughter! You have 

condemned and killed the innocent who didn’t even resist you.” James 5:4-6 FBV. By 

cheating and taking advantage of those who couldn’t defend themselves, they have 

amassed a fortune for themselves. But it brings them no profit… 

 Ps. 73:3–19 says the psalmist envied the prosperity of the wicked until he saw 

their final end: How suddenly are they destroyed, completely swept away by terrors!” Ps. 

73:19 NIV. Similarly rich man Nabal came to a sad end (1 Sam. 25:2–11). Lev. 19:13 

makes it clear: don’t rob or defraud anyone; don’t even keep someone’s wages overnight. 

Luke 16:19–31 tells the story of the rich man and Lazarus, and their different destinies. In 

all of this Jesus tells us to turn the other cheek (Matt. 5:39), and “For wherever you pile 

up your wealth, that’s where your heart will be too.” Matt 6:21 FBV. 

 

Comment  
 If your treasure is in heaven, you are going to it; if your treasure is on earth, you 

are leaving it behind. As Jesus tells us, where your treasure is, that’s where your heart is 

too… 
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 The tragedy of placing your confidence in wealth and possessions is that they 

cannot save you. In the end, you discover that all the physical things we value are 

worthless. That’s the reason for the weeping and the howling that James describes! 

Instead of amassing wealth, we are to use our means while we can. The only real value in 

money is to bring benefit, especially to others. You cannot eat money, or clothe yourself 

with it, or live in it. Ultimately in and of itself money is worthless unless it is used. 

Sitting in a bank it does nothing. Only as it is exchanged for things of utility is it 

worthwhile. Yes, you may think it brings you security for the future. But nothing lasts, 

least of all your life. And like the miser Scrooge, what real benefit was there sitting there 

counting his money? Only as he used it for good did Scrooge gain true benefit. 

 This shows us a great deal about God and what is of real value in his universe. It 

is not in gold or silver, but in the currency of heaven: love, kindness, goodness, mercy, 

compassion, generosity, hospitality—all of which have to do with valuing the other rather 

than yourself. 

 While we certainly need to be able to live, our blessing to others is in giving and 

sharing. It is not in keeping our means to ourselves. Why does God love a cheerful giver? 

Because it speaks about the giver—that the person is not self-centered, not primarily 

concerned about themselves, but wanting to share through giving so that others may 

benefit. In the same way that God gives above and beyond what we can ever imagine, we 

are share by giving—not simply to organizational causes, but to those we meet who need 

our help. 

 All too often we can be so judgmental in our giving, and have the same kind of 

attitude as the people James is describing. It’s not just about having a lot of money, but 

the way you think about it. All too often those without money are as money-focused as 

the rich! No: the key is to recognize that we are to concern ourselves with the things of 

true value—about becoming rich toward God. 

  

Ellen White Comments 

The Scriptures describe the condition of the world just before Christ’s second coming. 

James the apostle pictures the greed and oppression that will prevail. He says, “Go to 

now, ye rich men, . . . ye have heaped treasure together for the last days. Behold, the hire 

of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, 

crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of 

sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton. Ye have nourished 

your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth 

not resist you.” James 5:1-6. This is a picture of what exists today. By every species of 

oppression and extortion, men are piling up colossal fortunes, while the cries of starving 

humanity are coming up before God.  {COL 170} 

 The apostle James says to the rich, “Behold, the hire of the laborers who have 

reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them 

which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabbaoth.” God condemns 

injustice wherever manifested, whoever the person, whatever the business. Wherever 

schemes are devised to withhold money from those to whom it is due, or to deprive any 

man of his rights, there God’s disapprobation rests. It is for the interest of every soul 

connected with the work of God to receive his warnings and reproofs, and die to that 

stubborn will which has opposed the will of God.  {PC 413} 
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