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1. James, the Lord’s Brother (4Q 2014—James) 

 

Biblical material: John 7:2–5; 1 Cor. 15:5–7; James 1:3; 2:5; 1 Pet. 2:9, 10; Matt. 7:24–

27; John 15:14. 

 

Quotes 

• This letter has absolutely nothing to do with Jesus or any Christian specific 

subject matter. No resurrection, no cross, no gospel/good news. It really doesn’t 

belong. Maybe Martin Luther was right! J. Quinton 

• James’ epistle was written to foster a practical ethical life. M.C.  Tenney 

• James seems to leave the impression that he is familiar with the oral gospel of 

Jesus but not with the books of the NT. Simon J. Kistemaker 

• Religion consists in the conformity of the heart and life with the will of God. 

William Sprague 

• True religion is real living; living with all one’s soul, with all one’s goodness and 

righteousness. Albert Einstein 

 

Questions 
 What is significant in identifying James as Jesus’ brother? Why doesn’t James 

identify himself as Jesus’ brother in his letter? What role did James play in the early 

church? What is James’ emphasis as he writes this general letter? How do we respond to 

the charge that James was more concerned with behavioral issues? 

 

Bible summary 

The identification of James as Jesus’ brother is given by the people: “Isn’t this the 

carpenter, Mary’s son—the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Don’t his sisters 

live here among us?” Mark 6:3 FBV. The record in John 7:2–5 makes it clear that even 

Jesus’ brothers did not believe in him. They tried to get him to go to Jerusalem to “prove” 

himself. In 1 Cor. 15:7 there is the specific comment that the resurrected Jesus appeared 

to James. James himself in 1:3 and 2:5 references his own experience, which had to move 

from doubt to faith. James is a representative of God’s chosen people who had to change 

as a result of the coming of Jesus (see 1 Pet. 2:9, 10). In his role as one of the leaders of 

the early church, James had to make sure the building was on a firm foundation (Matt. 

7:24–27). James was not only a brother of Jesus but now counted as a friend (John 15:14, 

15). 

 

Comment   
 In Acts 12:17 Peter refers to “James and the brothers” indicating James’ position in 

the early church. James is the one who concludes the debate in the Council of Jerusalem and 

issues his decision (Acts 15:13-21). In Acts 21:17, 18 FBV Luke records, “When we 

arrived in Jerusalem, the believers there welcomed us warmly. The next day Paul went 

with us to see James, and all the church leaders were there.” Paul refers to “James, the 

Lord’s brother” in Galatians 1:19. 

 From this we conclude that James had a significant leadership role in the early 

church, alongside Peter, John, and later Paul (see also Galatians 2:9). That he should 
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write this general letter out is significant—it is not sent to any one specific church, but to 

“the twelve tribes scattered abroad.”  

 We don’t know how James came to believe in Jesus. He first appears among the 

doubting brothers who tried to get Jesus to go up to Jerusalem to make a public display 

and convince people. They didn’t believe in him so they wanted him to do some amazing 

things to convince themselves and others—just like those who came to Jesus demanding 

he perform some kind of miraculous sign to persuade them. 

 Yet evidently over time James came to believe in Jesus and accept him as Savior. 

It would be interesting to know how James came to be accepted by the other disciples. 

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, James seems already to be part of the “leadership 

group,” even though he was not one of the Twelve. 

 The epistle of James was directed particularly towards Jewish Christians. James 

warns against a formal kind of belief, against fanaticism, and against distrusting God, 

providing practical answers to the challenges early Christians were facing. Because of its 

stress on Christian actions and behavior, some have accused James of promoting some 

kind of “works righteousness.” Luther objected to James’s statement that “faith without 

works is dead,” commenting that “James’ epistle is really an epistle of straw… for it has 

nothing of the nature of the gospel about it.” 

 James wants to make sure that having trusted in Jesus, this new life should be visible 

in what Christians say and do. Since we have chosen to follow the Lord we should live 

wisely and well, patiently waiting for his return, avoiding arguments and the temptations of 

this world. “We have been made a public show before the entire universe, to angels and to 

human beings.” 1 Cor. 4:9 FBV. 

  

Ellen White Comments  

 He declares by the apostle James, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 

that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” James 1:5. 

But His promise is only to those who are willing to follow the Lord wholly. God does not 

force the will of any; hence He cannot lead those who are too proud to be taught, who are 

bent upon having their own way. Of the double-minded man--he who seeks to follow his 

own will, while professing to do the will of God--it is written, “Let not that man think 

that he shall receive anything of the Lord.” James 1:7.  {PP 384} 

   His brothers, as the sons of Joseph were called, sided with the rabbis… His 

brothers felt that His influence went far to counteract theirs. He possessed a tact which 

none of them had, or desired to have. When they spoke harshly to poor, degraded beings, 

Jesus sought out these very ones, and spoke to them words of encouragement… All this 

displeased His brothers….  Jesus loved His brothers, and treated them with unfailing 

kindness; but they were jealous of Him, and manifested the most decided unbelief and 

contempt… Jesus was misunderstood by His brothers because He was not like them. His 

standard was not their standard. In looking to men they had turned away from God, and 

they had not His power in their lives. The forms of religion which they observed could 

not transform the character. {DA 86-88} 

 [Acts 1:9-14 quoted.] “And with his brethren.” These had lost much because of 

their unbelief. They had been among the number who doubted when Jesus appeared in 

Galilee. But they now firmly believed that Jesus was the Son of God, the promised 

Messiah. Their faith was established (Letter 115, 1904).  {6BC 1054}  
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