
4. The Hard Way (1Q 2021—Isaiah) 

 

Biblical Material: Isa. 7:14–16, Isa. 7:17–25, Isa. 8:1–10, Isa. 8:11–15, Isa. 8:16–22. 

 

Quotes 

• I am not afraid of anything. If you fear God you do not fear anything else. Colonel 

Muammar Gaddafi, former Libyan leader 

• The remarkable thing about fearing God is that when you fear God you fear nothing else, 

whereas if you do not fear God you fear everything else. Oswald Chambers 

• Let us fear God and we shall cease to live. Mahatma Gandhi  

• Fear God, yes, but don’t be afraid of Him. J. A. Spender 

• To fear is to have more faith in your antagonist than in Christ. D.L. Moody 

• With such thoughts in your mind, now that you have resolved to love Him and please 

Him with all your strength, your only fear should be to fear God too much and to place 

too little confidence in Him. Alphonsus Liguori 

 

Questions 

 This lesson talks about fearing God. What does this really mean? Is this God’s preferred 

method of working? How can be love if we fear? Is it true that “we have nothing to fear if we 

fear God himself”? What of verse 17—waiting on and trusting in God? What of the 

occult/spiritualist alternative mentioned? What is really wrong with this approach? 

 

Bible summary 
 Isa. 7:14–16 details the promise of Immanuel. The rest of chapter 7 is the warning about the 

attack by Assyria. Isa. 8:1–10 gives more details of this attack, including the looting of Damascus 

and Damascus and Samaria. It also makes clear that all that happens is in God’s hands. Isa. 8:11–15 

is a warning not to trust the royal families of Israel and Judah. In Isa. 8:16–22 is Isaiah’s positive 

response to the Lord, along with a warning not to consult mediums and spiritists instead of God. 

 

Comment 

 Much of this passage has to do with the circumstances of the time—Israel’s choice to rely 

on political dependence through an alliance with Assyria. God points out how foolish such 

attitudes and actions really are, and their inevitable consequences. Isaiah is warned against 

conspiracy theories and political worries. Instead his message to his people is to “fear” and “be 

in awe of” God (v. 13). Even though God seems to be hiding his faced from Judah, Isaiah says he 

will wait on the Lord and put his trust in him (v.17). 

 To a fearful people—who were fearing the attack of the Northern Alliance, and then the 

Assyrians—it seems hardly helpful to tell them to fear God! But what God is trying to tell them 

is that their preoccupation with living apart from him is of far worse consequence. In order to 

make them sit up and take notice, he wants at least their fear. Worse than being terrified of God 

is to pay him no attention and to ignore him... God refuses to be ignored! For his people prefer 

occult witchcraft to the truth and salvation of God. 

 But fear is not the best motivator, since the results last only as long as the fear—and there 

is little thinking done by fearful people. You can hardly build a relationship with someone who is 

terrified of you. Yet if God’s people are shocked long enough to pay attention to what he says,  

at least that’s a start. 



 God has to go the hard way with his people. They prefer to consult spiritualist mediums 

than talk to him. In fact, God says that even when trouble comes, they would rather curse God 

than come to him for his healing salvation. That’s the depth of this situation.  

 By rejecting God, and trusting to his own power and philosophy, Ahaz brought 

destruction on his people. The sad truth is that actions have consequences. That’s why God even 

prefers that people fear him rather than go their own way into self-destruction. Like a parent 

agonizing over a wayward child, he will do anything to try to win them back, to bring them to 

their senses. Yet his people prefer to believe the lies of the Devil, and deliberately follow Satanic 

practices. They are so sold on the diabolical picture of God that when God tries to get their 

attention, they believe that God is the hostile and evil being the Devil has portrayed. How tragic! 

 In addition they are told not to trust the royal families of Israel and Judah. Here we have a 

major factor in the decline of the spiritual condition of the people. When the leadership of the 

country is under the control of those who have no desire to live right or to follow God, it’s no 

wonder that the ordinary people also follow their example. This obviously has implications way 

beyond the immediate situation in view here. The corruption of leaders is deplored throughout 

Scripture, and is very much a reality in different places in our modern world. How we are to 

relate to such wrongdoing is a challenge for us as Christians when we are told to honor those in 

charge. Our place is surely to live for God in every area of life, to talk truth to power, and to help 

others recognize that choices will one day face scrutiny. 

 The “hard way” is talking about learning. We need to be open to God’s leading as we 

consider how to relate to all that surrounds us, and not to have to experience the severe 

consequences of bad actions. As we see here, much of this “hard way” could have been avoided 

if people had responded positively to God through the messages of Isaiah, and we can too. 

 

Ellen White comments 

 The Lord seeks to save, not to destroy. He delights in the rescue of sinners. “As I live, 

saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked” (Eze. 33:11). By warnings and 

entreaties He calls the wayward to cease from their evil-doing and to turn to Him and live. He 

gives His chosen messengers a holy boldness, that those who hear may fear and be brought to 

repentance…The messengers of the Lord are never to fear the face of man, but are to stand 

unflinchingly for the right. So long as they put their trust in God, they need not fear; for He who 

gives them their commission gives them also the assurance of His protecting care. {CC 202} 

 Jesus Himself never purchased peace by compromise. His heart overflowed with love for 

the whole human race, but He was never indulgent to their sins. He was too much their friend to 

remain silent while they were pursuing a course that would ruin their souls,--the souls He had 

purchased with His own blood. He labored that man should be true to himself, true to his higher 

and eternal interest. The servants of Christ are called to the same work, and they should beware 

lest, in seeking to prevent discord, they surrender the truth. They are to “follow after the things 

which make for peace” (Rom. 14:19); but real peace can never be secured by compromising 

principle. And no man can be true to principle without exciting opposition. A Christianity that is 

spiritual will be opposed by the children of disobedience. But Jesus bade His disciples, “Fear not 

them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul.” Those who are true to God need not 

fear the power of men nor the enmity of Satan. In Christ their eternal life is secure. Their only 

fear should be lest they surrender the truth, and thus betray the trust with which God has honored 

them. {DA 356} 
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