
1. Crisis of Identity (1Q 2021—Isaiah) 

 

Biblical Material: Isa. 1:1–9, Isa. 1:10–17, Isa. 1:18, Isa. 1:19–31, Isa. 5:1–7. 

 

Quotes 

• Identity crisis: A psychosocial state or condition of disorientation and role confusion 

occurring esp. in adolescents as a result of conflicting pressures and expectations. 2. An 

analogous state of confusion occurring in a social structure, as an institution or a 

corporation. American Heritage Dictionary 

• The complaint of God that hearts drift far away from Him, must be addressed by each 

and every man, woman, and child in every age and generation. The people in exile 

refused to repent and give their hearts entirely to God. Lip service to God, adherence to 

the commandments out of fear, and rote knowledge of spiritual things didn’t work in 

Isaiah’s time. Neither did it work in Jesus’ time. And it won’t work today either. God 

wants your heart. Only you can give your heart to Him. He has given each human being 

free will. He won’t force anyone to love Him. He only asks and invites. He gives 

everything and waits for each person’s individual response. Charles Kosanke 

• Expressions of sharp and even violent criticism of religion and the church have been 

welcomed, for they usually imply sincerity of thought. If caustic criticism of religious 

institutions and practices is irreligious, then Amos, Isaiah, and Jesus were very irreligious 

men. In fact, that is exactly what many of their contemporaries took them to be. Halford 

E. Luccock 

• The largest single subject in the book of Isaiah is warnings to Israel and Judah both for 

Isaiah’s age and for us today. The first 11 chapters describe many social, moral and 

religious sins that are similar to the sins that the modern descendants of Israel and Judah 

are presently committing. Jim Haeffele 

 

Questions 

 In terms of a crisis of identity of the people in Isaiah’s time, is it primarily about a people 

who don’t know who they are, or their relationship to a God they really don’t want to know? 

How does God respond to their worship and their concept of him? What is the fundamental 

problem here? While we do not have the same rituals, how can we have similar problems? 

 

Bible summary 

 God threatens Judah and Jerusalem with punishment because of their rebellion (Isa. 1:1–

9). He rejects their formalism in worship that has no meaning, rejecting the very system he 

instituted because it was not serving its purpose (Isa. 1:10–17). “Come now, let us reason 

together, says the LORD.” (Isa. 1:18 ESV). Isa. 1:19–31 is God’s condemnation of his people. In 

the song of the vineyard the Lord explains how he planted his vineyard and yet how he now 

intends to turn it into a wasteland (Isa. 5:1–7). 

 

Comment 

 Isaiah opens by explaining how God has been rejected by his people. He is seen as being 

“paid off” by sacrifices and offerings, a ritualistic deity that needs to be placated. But God rejects 

such meaningless worship. He desires an intimate relationship, not some legal covenant, a 

burdensome business contract. 



 “What use are all your many sacrifices to me? asks the Lord. I am sick and tired of your 

burnt offerings of rams and the fat of sacrificial animals. I don’t delight in the blood of bulls and 

lambs and goats!” Isaiah 1:11 FBV. Does God take pleasure in any kind of sacrifice, in a heathen 

kind of way? Could the sacrifice of Christ also be viewed in this way? Has not even the cross 

been made a “meaningless sacrifice” (1:13)? 

 God’s invitation is to “argue it out” with him (1:18)—he wants to reason with us. God 

does not seek to impose arbitrary rules; rather he seeks our agreement and understanding that his 

ways are true and right, and in our best interest. Also, he is not appealing to mystical thoughts or 

non-rational concepts. God wants us to use our reason—the mind he created works in ordered 

and logical processes to achieve a wise and considered result. This is not rationalism or 

humanism; however God does uplift as the essential methodology the only tool we really have to 

establish truth—our minds. In matters of religion like everything else, we can be very fervently 

and decidedly mistaken. God wants us to reason with him, to use our minds to examine the 

evidence so that we are not deceived.  

 Thoughtless rituals cannot save. God is not some kind of machine to be fixed or used. 

The reason he instituted the whole sacrificial system was not for his benefit, but for ours. The 

same with the cross—not some mechanism by which he can fix it for himself to save us, but 

designed for our benefit and appreciation. The problem with seeing religion as rules and 

requirements is that you do not come into the relationship that God most wants—one in which 

there is mutual understanding, love and acceptance of truth and right. You just do as you’re told. 

 What God is looking for is a thoughtful, considered relationship based on love and 

admiration of the truth. He invites dialogue and reflection that leads to commitment and 

assurance—the loving friendship that agrees on the fundamentals of what is good and right. We 

find our true identity in being who we were always meant to be: loving friends of a loving God. 

 

Ellen White comments 

 Against these evils the prophet Isaiah lifted his voice in stern rebuke: “Hear the word of 

the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. To what 

purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto Me? saith the Lord. . . . When ye come to appear 

before Me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread My courts?” Isaiah 1:10-12.  

 …It is not because He is unwilling to forgive that He turns from the transgressor; it is 

because the sinner refuses to make use of the abundant provisions of grace, that God is unable to 

deliver from sin. {PK 322-3} 

 As Jesus came into the temple, He took in the whole scene. He saw the unfair 

transactions. He saw the distress of the poor, who thought that without shedding of blood there 

would be no forgiveness for their sins. He saw the outer court of His temple converted into a 

place of unholy traffic. The sacred enclosure had become one vast exchange. 

 Christ saw that something must be done….He had given directions in regard to the 

offerings. He understood their symbolical value, and He saw that they were now perverted and 

misunderstood. Spiritual worship was fast disappearing. No link bound the priests and rulers to 

their God. Christ’s work was to establish an altogether different worship. {DA 157} 

 …the Jews had made these great convocations scenes of bloodshed and cruelty. In place 

of humble repentance of sin, they had multiplied the sacrifice of beasts, as if God could be 

honored by a heartless service. {DA 590} 
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