
9. Creation: Genesis as Foundation, Part 2 (2Q 2020—How to Interpret Scripture) 

 

Biblical Material: Job 26:7–10; Genesis 1–2; Genesis 5; Genesis 11; 1 Chron. 1:18–27; Matt. 

19:4, 5; John 1:1–3; Psalm 19:1. 

 

Quotes 

• It is absurd for the evolutionist to complain that it is unthinkable for an admittedly 

unthinkable God to make everything out of nothing and then pretend that it is more 

thinkable that nothing should turn itself into everything. G.K. Chesterton 

• A life-giving factor lies at the centre of the whole machinery and design of the world. 

John Wheeler 

• I find it quite improbable that such order came out of chaos. There has to be some 

organizing principle. God to me is a mystery but is the explanation for the miracle of 

existence, why there is something instead of nothing. Alan Sandage 

• As we survey all the evidence, the thought insistently arises that some supernatural 

agency—or, rather, Agency—must be involved. Is it possible that suddenly, without 

intending to, we have stumbled upon scientific proof of the existence of a Supreme 

Being? Was it God who stepped in and so providentially crafted the cosmos for our 

benefit? George Greenstein 

• It were better to have no opinion of God at all, than such an opinion as is unworthy of him. 

Francis Bacon 

 

Questions 

 Why are creation stories so significant? How do we deal with different views on origins 

without seeming to be simply intolerant? What about ideas that seem so absurd, like the flat 

earth? Why is Genesis so carefully written to avoid any possibility of worship of created things, 

like the sun and the moon? If there is no Creation there is no God, and then what? 

 

Bible summary 

 Job 26:7–10 describes how God is still involved with the physical processes of this  

world even after Creation. Genesis 1–2 is the full Creation account. Genesis 5 is the genealogy 

from Adam, continued in Genesis 11, and also repeated in 1 Chron. 1:18–27. Jesus references 

Creation in Matt. 19:4, 5. The Word is the divine agent of Creation (John 1:1–3). “The heavens 

announce God’s glory; the skies above make known what he has made.” Psalm 19:1 FBV. 

 

Comment 

 Other ancient creation accounts have been suggested as sources for what is recorded in 

Genesis. However, they are very polytheistic and pagan, with some (to our minds at least) bizarre 

actions. To believe that the Biblical account is just one option cuts at the heart of our conviction 

about the truth of God as revealed in Scripture. Jesus and the other New Testament writers take 

the Genesis account as real, and since it very clearly describes our origin to the creative hand of 

God, we should do so too. We are made in his image. 

  Our familiarity of Genesis 1 can lead us to miss the point. In the description of Creation 

we see the goodness of God at work. Why is it that after every day’s creation God sees that “it 

was good” and at the end “it was very good”? God’s sounds very self-congratulatory, almost 

proud about his creative work. In counter to this mistaken view, we should see God as 



identifying the good expression of his goodness, that there is no imperfection and that creation is 

indeed a representation of who he is. 

 God’s character is seen in all he does, especially as he lovingly forms mater out of 

nothing, and then forms every galaxy, star and planet—and us from the dust of the ground. We 

are made in the image of God! 

As we look up into the immeasurable immensity of space, and recognize our minuteness 

in the grand scale of the cosmos, it’s easy to be overwhelmed. Add in deterministic theories that 

tell us we are merely the products of the interplay of molecular forces, of physics and chemistry, 

then it becomes even worse. For if we are just accidents, without intent or created purpose, then 

truly we are less than dust. 

But if we are more—if we are the children of God—then we see with different eyes. 

“When I look at the galaxies on a clear night—when I look at the incredible brilliance of 

creation, and think that this is what God is like, then instead of feeling intimidated 

and diminished by it, I am enlarged . . . I rejoice that I am a part of it,” says Madeleine L. Engle. 

The truth is that we are here for a reason. More than that, we were not made for this 

world alone. And ultimately, the heart of joy and satisfaction and meaning is in knowing that 

God made us, and saves us. As Christina Rossetti writes, “Were there no God, we would be in 

this glorious world with grateful hearts and no one to thank.” 

For this life cannot be all there is. “Our Creator would never have made such lovely days, 

and given us the deep hearts to enjoy them, above and beyond all thought, unless we were meant 

to be immortal,” says Nathaniel Hawthorne. 

Meant to be immortal. That’s why we seem so out-of-harmony here, in this world of sin 

and death where nothing lasts. God planned for us to live with him forever. As C. S. Lewis 

writes, “If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most 

probable explanation is that I was made for another world.” 

So we need to think very carefully of our own picture of God and our understanding of his 

nature— and about how we show this God of ours to others. For our image of God determines what 

we believe.   

 

Ellen White comments 
 The Eden home of our first parents was prepared for them by God himself. When he had 

furnished it with everything that man could desire, he said: “Let us make man in our image, after 

our likeness…So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him, male 

and female created he them.”  

 We have here revealed to us the truth concerning the origin of man. These words prove 

how false is the invention of Satan, which has been reiterated by man, that the human race has 

been developed, stage by stage, from the lowest order of animals. This is one of the deceptions 

by which Satan seeks to lower in the eyes of man God’s great work of creation.   

 God said, “Let us make man in our image.” He gave to the work of his hands not only a 

form resembling his own, but a mind capable of comprehending divine things. His 

understanding, his memory, his imagination,--every faculty of man’s mind,--reflected the image 

of God. {YI, August 10, 1899} 

 Sin has marred and well-nigh obliterated the image of God in man. It was to restore this 

that the plan of salvation was devised, and a life of probation was granted to man. To bring him 

back to the perfection in which he was first created is the great object of life—the object that 

underlies every other. {PP 595.2} 
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