
8. Creation: Genesis as Foundation, Part 1 (2Q 2020—How to Interpret Scripture) 

 

Biblical Material: John 1:1–3, Gen. 1:3–5, Exod. 20:8–11, Rev. 14:7, Matt. 19:3–6, Rom. 5:12. 

 

Quotes 

• In the beginning God created heaven and earth... [But] for the scientist who has lived by 

his faith in the power of reason, the story ends like a bad dream. He has scaled the 

mountains of ignorance; he is about to conquer the highest peak; [and] as he pulls himself 

over the final rock, he is greeted by a band of theologians who have been sitting there for 

centuries. Robert Jastrow 

• Christianity has fought, still fights, and will continue to fight science to the desperate end 

over evolution, because evolution destroys utterly and finally the very reason Jesus’ 

earthly life was supposedly made necessary. Destroy Adam and Eve and the original sin, 

and in the rubble you will find the sorry remains of the Son of God. If Jesus was not the 

redeemer who died for our sins, and this is what evolution means, then Christianity is 

nothing. G. Richard Bozarth 

• If the Bible is mistaken in telling us where we came from, how can we trust it to tell us 

where we’re going? Justin Brown 

 

Questions 

Why is important to have this “Genesis as Foundation” in a concept of origins as revealed in the 

Bible? What does it matter where we came from? How do we find meaning and purpose in the 

universe? Is it just a matter of how we feel? How do views of our origins change the way we see 

things—especially spiritual ones? What New Testament examples help us here? 

 

Bible summary 

John 1:1–3 tells us that the Word was the active agent in Creation. Gen. 1:3–5 is the 

account of the creation of light. Exod. 20:8–11 is the Sabbath commandment, a memorial of 

Creation. The first angel’s message is a call to worship the Creator (Rev. 14:7). Jesus referenced 

Creation when answering a question about divorce, reminding people that this was not so at the 

beginning (Matt. 19:3–6). Rom. 5:12 explains how sin came into the world. 

 

Comment 

As we look again at how to interpret Scripture we realize that the Biblical account of 

origins is not “just an option.” Beliefs about where we come from affect us very deeply. Even 

now, in conversation, one of the first questions is “Where are you from?” We believe we can 

know a great deal simply from identifying a person’s place of birth and upbringing. Similarly for 

us as human beings. It makes a huge difference whether we believe we are made in the image of 

God or are just the descendants of primeval slime. So as we study the concepts in Genesis we 

need to remind ourselves that this is our heritage—that we are God’s children, created by him, 

and not made for this defective and deficient existence but for a world without sin, where 

righteousness dwells.   

The New Testament texts cited for this study are primarily to indicate the continuing 

acceptance of the creation account in the gospels and early church writings. That Jesus clearly 

accepted the truthfulness of Genesis is an important point to note. And why should this be 

doubted, if Jesus is God, and “without him was not anything made that was made”? Jesus as 



Creator is not a perspective we often hear, but that is the intent behind John’s words in the 

prologue to his gospel. The parallels between John 1 and Genesis 1 have often been noted—they 

are deliberate and full of meaning. Yet the most significant point is that Genesis 1 begins with 

God, unqualified and undebated. John 1 begins with the Word, similarly affirmed. The question 

is in both cases, who is God? Who is this creator God, who is this Jesus the Word who comes to 

reveal him? 

The foundation of faith is the God you believe in. Many of the arguments over Genesis 

have this as their hidden agenda—for if God is as described, and is as involved with us as he 

states, then a response from us is essential. No wonder that many either dismiss the God of 

Genesis because the want no Creator in their lives, or modify this God into the “First Cause” or 

the “Blind Watchmaker” or some other idea that is far from a Father that seeks a relationship 

with every one of us. If the creation of our world was part of God’s answers to the issues in the 

great controversy, then the belief in God as loving and compassionate is surely the major issue to 

be decided!  

We can reference the week as evidence for the seven-day Creation, since there is no 

natural phenomenon that underlies this, unlike, days, months, and years. We can point to the 

institution of marriage there in Eden, the way God intended husbands and wives to be, and that 

Jesus endorsed this when questioned about divorce. We can trace so much back to Creation—

and sadly also to the Fall. For if there were no Fall, why would we need a Savior? 

So when it comes to interpreting the Bible, and particularly the way it begins, we must 

confront the prevailing concepts that dismiss God as Creator and proposes a self-creating 

Universe that simply operates on deterministic principles. For us as Christians however, the truth 

is that only as we look at Genesis and understand how this book reflects the truth about the 

nature and character of God can it be helpful to our lives today. 

 

Ellen White comments 

“So God created man in his own image, . . . male and female created he them.” Here is 

clearly set forth the origin of the human race; and the divine record is so plainly stated that there 

is no occasion for erroneous conclusions. God created man in His own image. Here is no 

mystery. There is no ground for the supposition that man was evolved by slow degrees of 

development from the lower forms of animal or vegetable life. Such teaching lowers the great 

work of the Creator to the level of man’s narrow, earthly conceptions. Men are so intent upon 

excluding God from the sovereignty of the universe that they degrade man and defraud him of 

the dignity of his origin. He who set the starry worlds on high and tinted with delicate skill the 

flowers of the field, who filled the earth and the heavens with the wonders of His power, when 

He came to crown His glorious work, to place one in the midst to stand as ruler of the fair earth, 

did not fail to create a being worthy of the hand that gave him life. The genealogy of our race, as 

given by inspiration, traces back its origin, not to a line of developing germs, mollusks, and 

quadrupeds, but to the great Creator. Though formed from the dust, Adam was “the son of God.” 

{DG 21} 

Men will endeavor to explain from natural causes the work of creation, which God has 

never revealed. But human science cannot search out the secrets of the God of Heaven, and 

explain the stupendous works of creation, which were a miracle of almighty power, any sooner 

than it can show how God came into existence. {1SP 89} 
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