
5. By Scripture Alone—Sola Scriptura (2Q 2020—How to Interpret Scripture) 

 

Biblical Material: 1 Cor. 4:1–6; Titus 1:9; 2 Tim. 1:13; Mark 12:10, 26; Luke 24:27, 44, 45; Isa. 

8:20; Hebrews 4:12. 
 

Quotes 

• It was the Bible alone which produced the Advent movement. Those who embraced the 

Advent doctrine were distinguished, from the first, by their strict regard for the Bible. 

James White (1851) 

• “What is truth?” In the midst of conflicting views we must take the Bible alone as a sure 

detector, as that which will discover unto us the truth. J.N. Loughborough (1855)  

• To the Bible alone we look for correct views on the important subjects of the character of 

God, the nature of life and death, the resurrection, heaven, and hell. Uriah Smith (1897) 

• We contend for “the Bible and the Bible alone.” J.H. Waggoner (1878) 

• The Bible alone is the true standard of faith and morals. E.J. Waggoner (1889) 

• In the Bible alone is given the true philosophy of history. A.T. Jones (1904) 

• Our only safety is to take the Bible alone as authority in matters of religion. George I. 

Butler (1904) 

 

Questions 

 What does it really mean “by Scripture alone”? Plenty of churches claim this, so why are 

there so many differences? How do we allow Scripture to interpret itself without putting our own 

ideas into it? Instead of it being just a motto, how can this idea become a vital aspect of our 

theology? How can we put this principle into practice in our own lives? 

 

Bible summary 

 1 Cor. 4:1–6 tells us only God’s opinion counts! The primary qualification for a church 

elder is to hold onto the message (Titus 1:9). Paul encourages Timothy to follow what he has 

been taught (2 Tim. 1:13). Jesus references the Scriptures, quoting Psalms and Exodus (Mark 

12:10, 26). In his post-resurrection appearances Jesus shows that what had happened was 

according to what had already been predicted (Luke 24:27, 44, 45). We are called to test 

everything by what God has previously said (Isa. 8:20). “God’s word is alive and effective, 

sharper than any twin-edged sword, so penetrating it separates life and breath, bone joints and 

their marrow, judging the thoughts and intentions of the mind.” Heb. 4:12 FBV. 

 

Comment 

 “Sola Scriptura” (the Bible alone) was the great cry of the Reformation. In contrast to the 

many church traditions, the Reformers wanted to take Christians back to the fundamental 

principles of the Bible. In this way they tried to correct the problematic ideas and practices that 

had grown up over time. Initially the thought was to conduct this reform within the existing 

structure, but because of opposition from leadership, the Reformers set up their own churches.  

 As heirs to the protest movement, we in our faith community have also called for a return 

to Scriptural principles and hold to the Bible only as the source of our faith and practice. We 

claim the support of Scripture for all of our beliefs. However, because we don’t live in a 

theological vacuum, we have not always thought through some concepts and have adopted 

previous church practices, just as the Protestant reformers did. For example, they still believed in 



hell and infant baptism and the immortal soul. They carried over into their theology ideas we 

have rejected because they are not Biblical. 

 Yet before we become too proud we must admit that we have also done the same to some 

degree. We adopted the Catholic concept of ecclesiastical ordination, which has only very 

tenuous support in Scripture. The simple “laying on of hands” for Paul and other early 

missionaries to bless them on their journeys is a far cry from the power position given by 

ordination which is more like a professional endorsement like passing medical boards for doctors 

or passing the bar for lawyers. We adopted our church structure from the Methodists. It can even 

be argued that such terminology as “President” was adopted from the secular world, and indeed 

was seen as such a problem that we rejected the title in 1903. However because of human nature, 

the title soon returned. The rejection of women in ministry can also be traced to the development 

of male domination in the church over the centuries. Such attitudes need the corrective of “the 

Bible and the Bible alone” which does not bar women from ministry, and indeed the New 

Testament provides examples of women who were very much involved in the gospel cause. 

 Beyond all this, however, is the question: “How much do we allow the Bible to determine 

the course of our lives and the choices we make?” For it is here that “Sola Scriptura” has the 

greatest impact. Are we living up to the principles we find in Scripture? Do we spend time with 

the Bible, making it a daily influence on what we think and do? Can we really say we are people 

of the Book if we don’t read it and internalize it? 

 The Bible should be making a difference to us, not just our collective theology. It should 

be informing our concepts of God, revealing his true nature, leading us to admire such a loving, 

caring, saving Being. It should be at the heart of our personal worship, as we take time to come 

into the presence of our Savior. It should fill our minds as we meditate on God’s goodness to 

each of us individually. 

 Only then are we believing in the Bible and the Bible alone!  

 

Ellen White comments 

 God will have a people upon the earth to maintain the Bible, and the Bible only, as the 

standard of all doctrines. {DD 37} 

 In our time there is a wide departure from their doctrines and precepts, and there is need 

of a return to the great Protestant principle--the Bible, and the Bible only, as the rule of faith and 

duty..  {GC 204-5}   

 The Bible, and the Bible only, is the foundation of our faith.  {HS 171} 

 The Bible and the Bible only is to be our refuge. {TMK 342}   

 Leave the impression upon the mind that the Bible, and the Bible alone, is our rule of 

faith, and that the sayings and doings of men are not to be a criterion for our doctrines or actions.  

{CSW 84} 

 The words of the Bible and the Bible alone, should be heard from the pulpit. {PK 626}   

 The Bible, and the Bible alone, is to be our creed, the sole bond of union; all who bow to 

this Holy Word will be in harmony. Our own views and ideas must not control our efforts. Man 

is fallible, but God's Word is infallible. Instead of wrangling with one another, let men exalt the 

Lord. Let us meet all opposition as did our Master, saying, "It is written." Let us lift up the 

banner on which is inscribed, The Bible our rule of faith and discipline. {1SM 416}  

 The Bible, and the Bible alone, communicates a correct knowledge of the character of 

God and his will concerning us. {RH, January 10, 1888 par. 10}   
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