
4. The Bible—The Authoritative Source of Our Theology (2Q 2020—How to Interpret 

Scripture) 

 

Biblical Material: Mark 7:1–13; Rom. 2:4; 1 John 2:15–17; 2 Cor. 10:5, 6; John 5:46, 47; John 

7:38; Isaiah 8:20. 

 

Quotes 

• The Holy Scriptures, Old and New Testaments, are the written Word of God, given by 

divine inspiration. The inspired authors spoke and wrote as they were moved by the Holy 

Spirit. In this Word, God has committed to humanity the knowledge necessary for 

salvation. The Holy Scriptures are the supreme, authoritative, and the infallible revelation 

of His will. They are the standard of character, the test of experience, the definitive 

revealer of doctrines, and the trustworthy record of God’s acts in history. (Ps. 119:105; 

Prov. 30:5, 6; Isa. 8:20; John 17:17; 1 Thess. 2:13; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17; Heb. 4:12; 2 Peter 

1:20, 21.) Seventh-day Adventist Church Belief #1 

• Seventh-day Adventists accept the Bible as the only source of our beliefs. We consider 

our movement to be the result of the Protestant conviction Sola Scriptura—the Bible as 

the only standard of faith and practice for Christians. 

https://www.adventist.org/beliefs/fundamental-beliefs/ 

 

Questions 

 Why is it so important to stress that the Bible is the only source of our theology? In what 

ways do our “Fundamental Beliefs” get in the way? How can we best let the Bible inform ideas 

about God and his nature? Can we have the doctrines right but our picture of God wrong? Can 

we search the Scriptures and yet fail to find the true Jesus? 

 

Bible summary 

 Mark 7:1–13 describes the confrontation of Jesus with the Pharisees who while taking 

Scripture as the basis for their theology had totally misunderstood it. It’s God’s kindness that’s 

meant to lead us to repentance (Rom. 2:4). We are to love God, not the world (1 John 2:15–17). 

Our warfare is spiritual (2 Cor. 10:5, 6). Jesus challenged the people of his time for not believing 

God’s word through Moses (John 5:46, 47). “If you trust in me, you will have streams of life-

giving water flowing out from within you, as Scripture says.” John 7:28 FBV. Our beliefs must 

be consistent with God’s word (Isaiah 8:20.). 

 

Comment 

 If the Bible and the Bible alone is the basis of our beliefs, why do we need a set of 

Fundamental Beliefs? While it may be useful to have some kind of summary to express our 

distinctive emphases, there is surely a danger in following a creed rather than the Bible and the 

Bible only. Besides that, isn’t there an even greater danger of reducing our Christian life and 

salvation to a list of propositional statements? 

 The Bible exists to reveal the truth about God to us so we will respond and accept his gift 

of himself to us. This experience cannot be summed up in Fundamental Beliefs, however well 

written. If that was God intended, he would have written them out himself and the Bible would 

have been a very short book! However it is not, because God reveals himself in the various 

human interactions that the Bible describes so we can see him operating in all kinds of difference 



circumstances. Our theology then most of all must try and describe the kind of God we believe 

in. Otherwise it’s all too easy to end up with a mistaken picture of God while still accepting our 

“Fundamentals”—a terrible indictment of what we have done. 

 Our church pioneers saw no need for 27 or even 28 Fundamental Beliefs. Their consistent 

cry was “the Bible and the Bible only” as the basis for belief, the source for all our theology. 

Certainly there is a far greater need to describe the God we see revealed in Jesus than to argue 

over minor points of doctrine.  

 So while we may make strong statements on how the Bible is our only authoritative 

source for our theology, how does this measure up in practice? Though we may not have many 

disagreements with what have been major beliefs for years, what about the contemporary battles 

over women’s ordination and church authority, for example? How does our commitment to the 

Bible help us here, particularly when our theologians conclude that the Bible does not speak 

either way about ordaining women?  What about ordination itself? Isn’t this an ecclesiastical 

practice we took over from other churches rather than something that is firmly based on 

Scripture? 

 Most of all how does the Bible as “the source” influence our daily lives and our Christian 

experience, which in many ways is more important. Even if we do disagree over theology, 

should this destroy our love for one another? What about our behavior, which is surely just as 

significant? 

 So the main point is that our theology must focus on God! A rather obvious statement, 

but one we may have missed. Our theology must begin with God and his nature and character as 

revealed in Scripture. Only then does the rest make any kind of sense, and only then is it true. 

Theological truth is summed up in the one who came, identifying himself as the truth. The truth 

is not a propositional statement, it is a person—God himself! 

 

Ellen White comments 

 The most valuable rules for social and family intercourse are to be found in the Bible. 

There is not only the best and purest standard of morality but the most valuable code of 

politeness. Our Saviour’s Sermon on the Mount contains instruction of priceless worth to old and 

young. It should be often read in the family circle and its precious teachings exemplified in the 

daily life. The golden rule, “Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 

them,” as well as the apostolic injunction, “In honour preferring one another,” should be made 

the law of the family. Those who cherish the spirit of Christ will manifest politeness at home, a 

spirit of benevolence even in little things. They will be constantly seeking to make all around 

them happy, forgetting self in their kind attentions to others. This is the fruit which grows upon 

the Christian tree.  {AH 423-4}   

 We point you . . . to the Bible. Inspired of God, written by holy men, it points out with 

great clearness and precision the duties of both old and young. It elevates the mind, softens the 

heart, and imparts gladness and holy joy to the spirit. The Bible presents a perfect standard of 

character; it is an infallible guide under all circumstances, even to the end of the journey of life. 

Take it as the man of your counsel, the rule of your daily life. . . .  {Mar 44}   

 The Lord has uttered His voice in His Holy Word. Those blessed pages are full of 

instruction and life, harmonious with truth. They are a perfect rule of conduct. Instructions are 

given, principles are laid down, which apply to every circumstance in life, even though some 

particular case may not be stated. Nothing is left unrevealed which is essential to a complete 

system of faith and a correct line of practice. {2MCP 784}   
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