
10. The Bible as History (2Q 2020—How to Interpret Scripture) 

 

Biblical Material: 1 Samuel 17; Isa. 36:1–3, Isa. 37:14–38; Daniel 1, 5; Matt. 26:57–67; Heb. 

11:1–40; Exod. 20:2. 

 

Quotes 

• I find more sure marks of authenticity in the Bible than in any profane history whatever. 

Isaac Newton 

• The Bible at base is history. George A. Buttrick 

• The Bible has its own special and irreplaceable role in the history of redemption. We can 

refer any person to it with the assurance that if they will approach it openly, honestly, 

intelligently and persistently, God will meet them through its pages and speak peace to 

their souls. Dallas Willard 

• The Bible, like other classics of religion and literature, does not disclose its meaning 

without interpretation. . . . . . For Christians, however, the Bible is also sacred Scripture. 

It is a holy book whose history narrates the story of salvation and whose teaching imparts 

divine wisdom. Robert L. Wilken 

• The Bible: The history of the growth of the idea of God. John Irvine 

• The history of all the great characters of the Bible is summed up in this one sentence: 

They acquainted themselves with God, and acquiesced His will in all things. Richard 

Cecil 

 

Questions 

 While the Bible contains history, why is it far more than a history book? How does the 

historical accuracy of the Bible give us confidence in other areas? Why did God choose to spend 

so much time illustrating truth through people rather than listing out requirements? Why is it so 

important that the Bible be proved historically true? 

 

Bible summary 

 1 Samuel 17 is the story of David defeating Goliath. Isa. 36:1–3 and Isa. 37:14–38 outline 

Sennacherib’s attack on Hezekiah’s Jerusalem. Daniel’s interactions with Nebuchadnezzar and 

Belshazzar are described in Daniel 1 and 5. Matt. 26:57–67 is the account of Jesus’ trial before 

the Sanhedrin. Heb. 11:1–40 gives example of the different heroes of faith. God intervened to 

lead his people out of Egypt (Exod. 20:2).  

 

Comment 

 The reason why the Bible was written just the way it was is because God acts in history. 

In fact that’s one of the major point to make—it is not a philosophical treatise or a list of divine 

qualities. It’s the actual history of how God interacts with people. It’s an old chestnut, but truly 

the Bible is His Story. It’s all about what happens when people chose to involve themselves with 

God—or not.  

 These Biblical accounts are no myths or fables. They involve real people like ourselves 

who lived out their lives in various ways. We’re given some example in the Biblical material for 

this time. Some secular scholars doubt the existence of King David. However recent 

archaeological evidence seems to prove he was the beginning  of a line of Israelite kings. There 

is no doubt that Sennacherib was a historical figure, yet the miraculous deliverance of Jerusalem 



is not recorded outside of the Bible. However while Sennacherib does say he laid siege to it, he 

doesn’t claim to have captured it. Similarly while Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar are known to 

secular historians, Daniel is not. Yet the details provided by Daniel in his account reveals he was 

living at this time, and the book was not the product of a later scribe as some critics have 

claimed.  

 It’s the same even for Jesus. Some still doubt he ever lived, but there are enough non-

Biblical references to say he did. But as to his life and message, that’s another question. The 

point is that the Bible speaks of real people living when it says they did, and how they spoke and 

acted. Most of all it’s the account of how they related to God, and to Jesus while he was here on 

earth. 

So we read the Bible. Not primarily for literary benefit, though that is undoubtedly there. 

Nor for insight into ancient customs, though once again they can be interesting. Not because we 

want to learn some ritual requirement in Leviticus. We read the Bible to understand God. As God 

uses past experiences to teach truth about himself, then we can begin to catch a glimpse of the 

divine interaction with all the humanity that fills the Bible.  

Most of all we read the gospels, which tell us of God becoming a human being, walking 

this earth, and revealing the true nature of our heavenly Father. “If you’ve seen me, you’ve seen 

the Father,” Jesus tells us. “I and my Father are one. Do the will of him who sent me. John 12.  

The reason to read the Bible is to find its Author. Not Bible reading for its own sake, as 

some have done, but because its vital to find the God whose nature and character are revealed in 

his book to us, and to accept his offer of healing salvation. As Jesus himself said, “You are 

always searching the Scriptures, because you think you will find eternal life in them. But the 

Scriptures are giving proof about me!” John 5:39  Simple English Version. 

The proof of this saving God is in how he acts. Anyone—even God—can make claims. 

The evidence is what is all-important, and the Bible is the record of this evidence. That’s the 

primary reason for reading the Bible: “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” John 17:3 NIV. 

 

Ellen White comments 

 In its wide range of style and subjects, the Bible has something to interest every mind and 

appeal to every heart. In its pages are found history the most ancient; biography the truest to life; 

principles of government for the control of the state, for the regulation of the household--

principles that human wisdom has never equaled. It contains philosophy the most profound; 

poetry the sweetest and the most sublime, the most impassioned and the most pathetic. 

Immeasurably superior in value to the productions of any human author are the Bible writings, 

even when thus considered; but of infinitely wider scope, of infinitely greater value, are they 

when viewed in their relation to the grand central thought. Viewed in the light of this thought, 

every topic has a new significance. In the most simply stated truths are involved principles that 

are as high as heaven and that compass eternity.  {CG 505} 

 The Christian who accepts the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth will look at 

Bible history in its true bearing… God’s Word is infallible and endures forever. . . . {CTr 327} 

 The Bible is the most comprehensive and the most instructive history which men possess. 

It came fresh from the fountain of eternal truth, and a divine hand has preserved its purity 

through all the ages. Its bright rays shine into the far distant past, where human research seeks 

vainly to penetrate. In God’s word alone we find an authentic account of creation.  {CE 37}   
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