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8. The Holy Spirit and the Gifts of the Spirit (1Q 2017—Holy Spirit and 

Spirituality) 

 

Biblical material: 1 Cor. 12:4-7, 11; Eph. 4:7; 1 Cor. 12:14-31; Rom. 12:3-8; 1 John 4:1-

3. 

 

Quotes 

• With a perversity as pathetic as it is impoverishing we have become preoccupied 

today with the sporadic extraordinary and non-universal ministries of the Spirit to 

the neglect of… the more general ones. J. I. Packer 

• Some people have a warped idea of living the Christian life. Seeing talented, 

successful Christians, they attempt to imitate them. For them, the grass on the 

other side of the fence is always greener. But when they discover that their own 

gifts are different or their contributions are more modest (or even invisible), they 

collapse in discouragement and overlook genuine opportunities that are open to 

them. They have forgotten that they are here to serve Christ, not themselves. Billy 

Graham 

• Before Pentecost the disciples found it hard to do easy things; after Pentecost they 

found it easy to do hard things. A. J. Gordon 

• Spiritual giftedness does not guarantee that we hear from God rightly on every 

point. Craig S. Keener 

• Some people are only “believers” because they want God to give them things; a 

thrill, money, spiritual gifts etc. but they never think twice about what THEY can 

give to God. They are Christian parasites, always wanting more, rather than 

Christian servants, who are always willing to give. Lisa Bedrick 

• The Holy Spirit can be with you always and guide you back to Him, but in order 

to enjoy the benefits of this holy gift, you must truly receive it, and then you must 

use it in your life. How sad it would be to be given such a precious gift and then 

set it aside and never use it. Margaret D. Nadauld 

• In many churches only a minority of people know what their gifts are. That is 

because the majority don’t have gifts because they aren’t in Christ’s body. Goats 

don’t have gifts. Their pastors need to stop giving sermons on “How to Discover 

Your Gift,” and start giving sermons on “How to Repent and be Born Again.” 

David Servant 

 

Questions 

 What are the gifts of the Spirit? Should we list them in order of perceived 

importance? Does our list vary from others? Who defines what is a gift of the Spirit? Are 

natural skills also spiritual gifts? Can we rely on receiving a gift instead of doing the 

work? Would truth-filled understanding be seen as a top priority? 

 

Bible summary 

  1 Cor. 12:4-7 tells us there are different spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives 

them, and that they are for the common good. We individually receive grace according to 

the measure that God gives us (Eph. 4:7). We are given gifts for the building up of the 

body of Christ (Rom. 12:3-8). Consequently “no one should think of themselves better 
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than they ought to. You should think about yourselves realistically, according to the 

degree of trust God has shared with you.” Rom. 12:3 FBV. In addition we are called to 

“test the spirits” (1 John 4:1-3).  

 

Comment 

 What are spiritual gifts for? In the 80’s, I held a number of workshops that were 

designed to discover your spiritual gifts. The frequent problem we discovered was that 

many people wanted spiritual gifts for themselves, not for building up the body of Christ. 

But Scripture is very clear that the gifts of the Spirit are not for our own self-edification, 

but for the wider community. That is why some presumed manifestations (like speaking 

in tongues) can be problematic, since all too often they are used as a “badge of honor.” 

Which is why Paul would rather speak five words with understanding than ten thousand 

in an unknown tongue. The stress is always on understanding and interpretation, not the 

miraculous utterance.  

 This reveals the truth about God who wants things done “decently and in order,” 

and his desire is to build up the community of faith rather than any individual. As we see 

what the gifts are intended to do, we gain a much clearer picture of God’s intent. 

 1 Cor. 12:8, 9 speak of the spiritual gifts of wisdom and knowledge. Such gifts of 

the Spirit are not usually the ones most frequently remembered or discussed! 

Additionally, we tend to think of these as acquired through our own study and 

experience. Does this mean we should give up reading and studying and just wait for the 

Spirit to give us these gifts?  

 Ephesians 4:11 could be interpreted in a sense of predestination. Is it that the 

Spirit decides who is going to do what? What of God’s high regard for our individual 

freedom?  

 The real issue though is that while we all desire spiritual gifts, what is the reason 

for seeking after what we want? We all need to ask ourselves, “which spiritual gift do I 

most desire, and why?” For in some cases, our desires are self-referenced, not for the 

building up the body of believers... God gives the gifts not to demonstrate who is favored, 

but to spread the good news and encourage the faithful. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The special gifts of the Spirit are not the only talents represented in the parable. It 

includes all gifts and endowments, whether original or acquired, natural or spiritual. All 

are to be employed in Christ’s service. In becoming His disciples, we surrender ourselves 

to Him with all that we are and have. These gifts He returns to us purified and ennobled, 

to be used for His glory in blessing our fellow men.  {COL 328}   

 But the gifts of the Spirit are promised to every believer according to his need for 

the Lord’s work. The promise is just as strong and trustworthy now as in the days of the 

apostles. “These signs shall follow them that believe.” This is the privilege of God’s 

children, and faith should lay hold on all that it is possible to have as an endorsement of 

faith.  {DA 823}   

 Those who are worked by the Holy Spirit are not led by a feeling of enthusiasm, 

which soon goes out in darkness. The spell of Christ’s influence is abiding. “Be still and 

know that I am God.”  This is a solemn abiding quietude in God.  {5MR 235} 
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