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6. The Holy Spirit and Living a Holy Life (1Q 2017—Holy Spirit and Spirituality) 

 

Biblical material: 1 Pet. 1:14-16; Isa. 6:3; Heb. 12:14; 1 Cor. 6:11; 1 Tim. 1:8; Ps. 15:1, 

2; 1 Thess.5:23. 

 

Quotes 

• The Holy Spirit loves so to arrange men’s circumstances that they are brought 

within the sphere of God’s influence. Maurice A. P. Wood 

• The starting-point in the way of Christianity has proved to be the weal or woe 

point to thousands of immortal souls. Therefore, the greatest care is to be taken 

here. The one thing that should concern every person at this point more than 

anything else in the world is that he obtain a clear, definite witness from God that 

his many sins are all forgiven and under the blood. John Hames 

• Prayer is a sincere, sensible, affectionate pouring out of the soul to God, through 

Christ, in the strength and assistance of the Spirit, for such things as God has 

promised. John Bunyan 

• The unconverted do not like to hear much about the Holy Spirit. Robert 

M’Cheyne 

• A general rule for the good use of time is to accustom oneself to live in a 

continual dependence on the Spirit of God. F. Fenelon 

• When you’re really filled with the Holy Ghost it is impossible for those around 

you not to know it. Rod Parsley 

 

Questions 

 What is the result of the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives? What is the direction 

of the Spirit’s guiding? If we come to the Spirit to learn, what questions should we be 

asking? In thinking of the new life in the Spirit, what should we most desire? How do our 

actions either help or hinder God’s case in the great controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

 We are called to be holy (1 Pet. 1:14-16). The Lord Almighty is holy (Isa. 6:3). 

“Do your best to live in peace with everybody, and look for holiness—if you don’t have 

this you won’t see the Lord.” Heb. 12:14 FBV. We have been made clean, holy, and right 

(1 Cor. 6:11). 1 Tim. 1:8 tells us the law is good if it is used rightly. David asks, “LORD, 

who may dwell in your sacred tent? Who may live on your holy mountain? The one 

whose walk is blameless, who does what is righteous, who speaks the truth from their 

heart.” Ps. 15:1, 2 NIV. Paul writes, “May the God of peace himself make you 

completely holy, and may your whole being—body, mind and spirit—be kept blameless 

for when our Lord Jesus Christ returns.” 1 Thess.5:23 FBV.  

 

Comment  
 To the disciples on the eve of their Saviour’s departure, what they needed to hear 

more than anything else were words of hope. They were reassured by Jesus that they 

would be with him one day, that he would return, and most significantly, that they would 

not be left alone. Through the work of the Holy Spirit God himself is present in a way 

that Jesus in his physical body could not be present. 
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 While both the Old and the New Testament show the Holy Spirit already present 

in the world, his role is much extended and developed after the Ascension of Jesus. It’s as 

if he is now recognized and seen, and so is able to be more effective in the lives of those 

who search for God. Developing truth means that there is greater understanding, and God 

is able to work more through those who better relate and understand.  

 The Holy Spirit will lead us into all truth (John 16:13), he will also teach you all 

things and remind you of everything (John 14:26). It’s interesting to note such 

inclusiveness that is promised. The Spirit is our guide who does not lead us into some 

truth, but all of it! What does this mean to us—how can we know all truth? 

 Some make much of the importance of the not-guilty verdict from God—as for 

example the above quote from John Hames. But is this the most important aspect for us? 

Is not the relationship with God that leads to healing and renewal more important than 

some kind of decree that we have been forgiven? It all depends on what you see the 

problem as—a legal barrier that needs to be overcome so God can forgive, or the 

separation caused by our sinful choices. Is it that God needs to pay and be paid a penalty, 

or that he wants to win us back to trust and acceptance? 

 As the Holy Spirit guides us, we begin to see that the problem is never with God, 

but always with us. We are the ones who chose to go our own way, we were the ones to 

choose the selfishness of sin. God has always been willing to forgive, heal, and restore—

and he needs no machinations in order to achieve this. On the cross we see his 

outstretched arms willing us back to him, not some kind of “payback” that then enables 

him to forgive our indebtedness. 

 So that we may grow in grace, experience the healing we so badly need, and gain 

the understanding that brings us into loving agreement and harmony (the atonement), the 

Holy Spirit is our ever-present Friend and Guide. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The Holy Spirit will not compel men to take a certain course of action. We are 

free moral agents; and when sufficient evidence has been given us as to our duty it is left 

with us to decide our course.  {RH, July 17, 1888 par. 4} 

 God’s church is the court of holy life, filled with varied gifts and endowed with 

the Holy Spirit. The members are to find their happiness in the happiness of those whom 

they help and bless. {AA 12} 

 The believers at Antioch realized that God was willing to work in their lives “both 

to will and to do of His good pleasure.” Philippians 2:13. Living, as they were, in the 

midst of a people who seemed to care but little for the things of eternal value, they sought 

to arrest the attention of the honest in heart, and to bear positive testimony concerning 

Him whom they loved and served. In their humble ministry they learned to depend upon 

the power of the Holy Spirit to make effective the word of life. And so, in the various 

walks of life, they daily bore testimony of their faith in Christ.  {AA 158}   

 We have a living connection with the source of all-enduring strength. In our 

divine life we shall be brought into captivity to Jesus Christ. We shall no longer live the 

common life of selfishness, but Christ will live in us. His character will be reproduced in 

our nature. Thus shall we bring forth the fruits of the Holy Spirit ...  {COL 61}   
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