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5. The Baptism and Filling of the Holy Spirit (1Q 2017—Holy Spirit and 

Spirituality) 

 

Biblical material: Mark 1:8; Eph. 5:18; Acts 13:52; Luke 11:8-10; Acts 5:32; Gal. 5:16-

26; John 10:10.  

 

Quotes 

• No one may ask a believer whether he has been baptized with the Spirit. The very 

fact that a man is in the body of Christ demonstrates that he has been baptized 

with the Spirit; for there is no other way of entering the body. Donald Grey 

Barnhouse 

• The Christian’s birthright is the power of the Holy Ghost. Lionel Fletcher 

• O Holy Spirit, descend plentifully into my heart. Enlighten the dark corners of 

this neglected dwelling and scatter there Thy cheerful beams. Augustine 

• Baptism in the Holy Spirit belongs to them that believe and are not of this world. 

Sunday Adelaja 

• The baptism of the spirit will do for you, what a phone booth did for Clark Kent, 

it will change you into a different being. Rod Parsley 

• To be filled with the Spirit is to have the Spirit fulfilling in us all that god 

intended him to do when he placed him there. Lewis Sperry Chafer 

• Trying to do the Lord’s work in your own strength is the most confusing, 

exhausting, and tedious of all work. But when you are filled with the Holy Spirit, 

then the ministry of Jesus just flows out of you. Corrie Ten Boom 

 

Questions 
 How would you explain the baptism of the Spirit? What are the evidences of such 

a baptism? Why were the disciples accused of being drunk at Pentecost? Why is the Holy 

Spirit linked by some with a denial of thought and reason? How can some use supposed 

Spirit evidence to claim superiority? What kind of obedience does God want? 

 

Bible summary 

 In Mark 1:8 John the Baptist says that Jesus will baptize in the Holy Spirit. Eph. 

5:18 tells us to be filled with Spirit. Acts 13:52 FBV records that “the believers continued 

to be filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.” God provides for those who ask, seek, and 

knock (Luke 11:8-10). We are to walk by the Spirit and exhibit his fruits in our lives 

(Gal. 5:16-26). Jesus says, “I’ve come to bring you life, life full to overflowing.” John 

10:10 FBV. We have this full life by being filled by the Spirit. 

 

Comment   
 The contrast John the Baptist drew between his water baptism and Jesus’ baptism in 

the Holy Spirit should lead us to look again at how we approach baptism. For though we 

practice the water baptism of repentance that John the Baptist promoted, we need far more 

than this. In Acts 18 and 19 it’s recorded that Apollos was preaching Jesus but only knew 

about John’s baptism. When Paul met some of Apollos’ converts, they didn’t know anything  

about the baptism of the Holy Spirit, only “John’s baptism.”  
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 “‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance,’ said Paul. He told the people that 

they should trust in the one who would come after him—that is, they should trust in 

Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. After Paul 

had placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them and they spoke in tongues 

and prophesied.” Acts 19:4-6 FBV. Here we see the obvious difference, and the need to 

be filled with the Spirit. 

  Eph. 5:18 contrasts being drunk as opposed to being filled with the Spirit. 

Interestingly, the alcohol connection is also found in the events of Pentecost, in which the 

scoffers derided the evidence of the Spirit in the apostles as their being drunk. 

 To pursue this contrasting parallel: it is surely no accident that liquor is also 

known as “spirits.” In that sense, alcohol is substitute and spurious spirit, affecting the 

human body in ways that may have a “spiritual” manifestation but which are entirely 

opposite to the work of the Spirit. The rhapsodic ecstasy that some feel under the 

influence of spirits can be contrasted with the true sense of divine bliss experienced under 

the influence of the Holy Spirit.  

 So what’s the difference? Alcoholic spirits are destructive, damaging body and 

brain. The use of alcohol leads to impaired judgment, foolish actions, even death. The 

Holy Spirit’s influence is entirely different, leading only to good and beneficial results. 

Most importantly, the Holy Spirit does not dull the brain and impair reason, but should be 

recognized as enhancing our mental faculties as he leads us into all truth. Those who just 

want mindless ecstasy are not following the true Spirit. 

 1 Cor. 12 deals with the way in which we are to respond to the work of the Spirit. 

It is not to result in division—”I am more Spirit-filled than you.” The Spirit is for the 

common good, not so one Christian can look down on another since he or she does not 

“speak in tongues” or some such. Quite the opposite—the Spirit is for the building up of 

the one body of which we are equally valuable parts. So to be baptized by the Spirit is not 

to enter some inner clique of the church, but a recognition of the gifts given to each 

member by the same Spirit. Here the Spirit can truly lead us into all truth… 

  

Ellen White Comments  

 Why do we not hunger and thirst for the gift of the Spirit? Why do we not talk of 

it, pray for it, and preach concerning it? The Lord is more willing to give the Holy Spirit 

to those who serve Him than parents are to give good gifts to their children. For the daily 

baptism of the Spirit every worker should offer his petition to God. Companies of 

Christian workers should gather to ask for special help, for heavenly wisdom, that they 

may know how to plan and execute wisely. Especially should they pray that God will 

baptize His chosen ambassadors in mission fields with a rich measure of His Spirit. The 

presence of the Spirit with God’s workers will give the proclamation of truth a power that 

not all the honor or glory of the world could give. {AA 50-1}   

 The great want in the Sabbath school is not the want of machinery, but the want 

of knowledge in spiritual things. How greatly do the workers need a baptism of the Holy 

Spirit, that they may become true missionaries for God. They should learn to tax their 

minds to the utmost, that they may acquire a better knowledge of Bible truth... Why not 

humble yourselves before the Lord, and let the impression of the Holy Spirit be 

manifested upon your character and work? {CSW 155-6} 
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