
1 

 

4. The Personality of the Holy Spirit (1Q 2017—Holy Spirit and Spirituality) 

 

Biblical material: John 16:13, 14; Rom. 8:14-16; Rom. 15:13; John 14:6; John 17:17; 

Rom. 5:5; John 14:26. 

 

Quotes 

• Spell this out in capital letters: THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON. He is not 

enthusiasm. He is not courage. He is not energy. He is not the personification of 

all good qualities, like Jack Frost is the personification of cold weather. Actually, 

the Holy Spirit is not the personification of anything...... He has individuality. He 

is one being and not another. He has will and intelligence. He has hearing. He has 

knowledge and sympathy and ability to love and see and think. He can hear, 

speak, desire, grieve and rejoice. He is a Person. A W Tozer  

• Every time we say, “I believe in the Holy Spirit,” we mean that we believe that 

there is a living God able and willing to enter human personality and change it. J 

B Phillips 

• We shouldn’t refer to the Spirit as “it”; instead we should always refer to the 

Spirit as “He”—because the Holy Spirit is a Person. He speaks to us, He 

commands us, He intercedes for us, He hears us, He guides us. Billy Graham 

• The Holy Spirit is not an influence; nor an impression, nor peace, nor joy, nor any 

thing. . . . The Holy Spirit is a Person, eternally a divine Person. A.T. Jones 

• The Holy Spirit has his own personality. R.T. Kendall 

 

Questions 

 Why is the personality of the Holy Spirit important? How does this impact the 

way we relate to him? When thinking of God, is the Spirit often left out? How do we see 

the divinity of the Spirit in practice? Why is the Spirit often seen only as an assistant to 

the Father and the Son. What does this say of our picture of God? 

 

Bible summary 

  “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will teach you the whole truth. He doesn’t 

speak for himself, but he only says what he hears, and he will tell you what’s going to 

happen. He brings me glory for he teaches you whatever he receives from me.” John 

16:13, 14 FBV. The Holy Spirit leads and testifies as a person (Rom. 8:14-16). He 

provides the power to hope (Rom. 15:13). John 14:6 tells us that Jesus is the way, the 

truth, and the life, but it is the Spirit that leads us into all truth (John 16:13). God’s love is 

poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5). “When the Father sends the 

Comforter, the Holy Spirit, in my place, he will teach you everything and remind you of 

all that I told you.” John 14:26 FBV. 

 

Comment 

 A 1997 Barna survey revealed that 61% of US residents agreed with the statement 

that the Holy Spirit is “a symbol of God’s presence or power, but is not a living entity.” 

Bearing in mind the high level of Christian belief in the US, such a conclusion is 

startling. However it does reflect the widespread confusion about the Holy Spirit and his 
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role in Christian life.  Misunderstandings over the nature and character of the Spirit are 

extensive, and this lesson provides a good opportunity for a very necessary corrective. 

 When God determined to “make man in our image,” already the “plurality” of 

God is established. The Holy Spirit is identified right there in the beginning of the 

Genesis account, and has been intimately involved with us and this world’s history, 

whether he has always been recognized or not. 

 One of the main problems is that we can conceive of Father and of Son, but an 

invisible Spirit is just that—ethereal, mystical, and insubstantial. Consequently it is hard 

to have much of a concrete idea of such a personality. So while there may be a few 

symbols, such symbols are not explained, and we are left to try to understand what 

aspects they are supposed to convey.  

 1 Cor. 12:1-11 speaks of the work and influence of the Holy Spirit—his gifts and 

unifying influence. How would you interpret this—what does it mean, and how do we 

apply this? Certainly in the context of the divinity of the Holy Spirit, such activity would 

be impossible if the Spirit was not divine. In so many ways the nature of the Holy Spirit 

is taken for granted throughout Scripture, and so there is no need to “prove” his divinity. 

Yet while some maintain that the Spirit is some “emanation” from God, or merely a 

description of his power, the activity of the Spirit—even to raising Jesus from the dead 

for example, the words used of the Spirit in Scripture are those referring to a personality. 

He speaks, teaches, bears witness, guides, hears, forbids, and intercedes. He can be 

grieved, insulted, blasphemed, lied to, or resisted. He has a mind, knowledge, will, 

affection... In all of this we see the very nature of a person. 

 Finally, as an example, one verse that illustrates the role of the Holy Spirit in the 

Godhead: “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 2 Corinthians 13:14 FBV. Does this verse set out the 

different spheres of operation of the members of the Godhead, or is this just a comment 

from Paul? Was he setting out specific theology here, or what? Most of all, how does the 

personality of the Holy Spirit impact the issues in the great controversy? 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 We need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a person as God is a 

person, is walking through these grounds.--Manuscript 66, 1899. (From a talk to the 

students at the Avondale School.)  {Ev 616}   

    The Holy Spirit always leads to the written word. The Holy Spirit is a person... 

{20MR 69}   

 Through the agency of the Holy Spirit, a new principle of mental and spiritual 

power was to be brought to man, who, through association with divinity, was to become 

one with God.  {UL 191} 

 But through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, humanity may be a co-worker with 

divinity. {YRP 137}  

 The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit were working in behalf of man. Every 

power in the heavenly universe was put into activity to carry forward the plan of 

redemption. {RH, January 7, 1902 par. 7} 

 It is not essential for you to know and be able to define just what the Holy Spirit 

is. Christ tells us that the Holy Spirit is the Comforter, and the Comforter is the Holy 

Ghost, “the Spirit of truth, which the Father shall send in My name.” {14MR 179} 
Prepared April 17, 2016 © Jonathan Gallagher 2016 


