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3. The Divinity of the Holy Spirit (1Q 2017—Holy Spirit and Spirituality) 

 

Biblical material: Acts 5:1-4; 1 Cor. 2:10, 11; Isa. 63:10-14; Titus 3:4-6; Rom. 8:11; 1 

Pet. 1:2; 2 Cor. 13:14. 

 

Quotes 

• The Holy Spirit is God’s imperative of life. A.W. Tozer 

• Through the Holy Spirit we are restored to paradise, led back to the Kingdom of 

heaven, and adopted as children, given confidence to call God “Father” and to 

share in Christ’s grace, called children of light and given a share in eternal glory. 

Basil 

• The work of the Spirit is the bringing to be of the vision of God....the capacitating 

of persons to ‘see visions’ and ‘dream dreams’. .... The birth of the Church is the 

beginning of the End. ..... The Kingdom of God as the miracle of ocular newness 

when ‘the blind see’ makes its impact on history in the creation of a visionary 

community. Gabriel Fackre 

• The Holy Spirit is the heavenly Lover’s engagement ring given to us. Michael 

Green 

• The Holy Spirit is not a blessing from God. He is God. Colin Urquhart 

• Every time we say we believe in the Holy Spirit, we mean we believe that there is 

a living God able and willing to enter human personality and change it. John 

Owen 

 

Questions 

 Why is the divinity of the Holy Spirit an issue? How do understand the Holy 

Spirit to be more than “the spirit of God” or “the spirit of Christ”? Why is there no more 

explicit statements in the Bible on the divinity of the Holy Spirit and as part of the 

Trinity? What difference does it make if we do not believe in the divinity of the Spirit? 

 

Bible summary 

 Acts 5:1-4 tells the story of Ananias and Sapphira and how they lied to the Holy 

Spirit who is identified as God. “God has revealed this to us through the Spirit, because 

the Spirit delves into the depths of God. Who knows anyone’s thoughts except the actual 

person? In the same way no one knows God’s thoughts except the Spirit of God.” 1 Cor. 

2:10 FBV. Titus 3:4-6 tells us of the rebirth and renewal through the Spirit. Rom. 8:11 

tells us the Spirit raised Jesus from the dead. 1 Pet. 1:2 includes the Spirit in the work of 

the Godhead, similarly 2 Cor. 13:14 

  

Comment  

 Jesus’ command to his disciples to baptize in the name of Father, Son, and Spirit 

is also illustrative of the divinity of the Holy Spirit. But what does it mean? Is it simply a 

formula to be observed? What happens if this command is not always followed to the 

letter? How exactly is the Spirit involved in all of this? 

 Most of the Old Testament references to “Spirit” are in the context of “the spirit 

of the Lord” or the “spirit of God.” It is doubtful that any idea of a different member of 

the Godhead with the role we ascribe the Holy Spirit was ever entertained. We have to be 



2 

 

careful not to read back into the words of the Old Testament our current understanding. 

As far as the believers of that time were concerned, God was one. Unsurprisingly in the 

context of polytheism with their multitude of gods (usually pretty horrible ones at that), 

the true God was primarily trying establish that there was only One God. The concept of 

the trinity would not have played out well in such a polytheist historical setting . 

 Such a situation well illustrates the concept of “present truth”—that is truth that is 

specific and relevant to the particular time. That is not to say that truth is variable, but 

that God in his wisdom chooses to emphasize different aspects of truth at different times. 

Similarly Jesus who told his disciples that he had many things to say to them, but that 

“you cannot bear them now.” Once again the lovingkindness of God comes through in a 

magnificent way. 

 So while the Spirit is there, he is not explained or his work identified in any great 

way. Exodus 31:3 correlates the Spirit with creative skills, Numbers 11:25 with 

prophesying, Ezekiel 36:26 with a new heart etc. But this is in a very quiet and 

unobtrusive way. The Spirit is there in promise, but not yet in fulfillment.  

 John the Baptist, the forerunner, explains that the one who is coming will baptize 

with Holy Spirit and with fire. One wonders what his hearers understood by such a 

statement! Yet after Pentecost, the work of the Spirit becomes abundantly clear, and Paul 

can state in Romans 8:9 that Christians are controlled by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit-filled 

life becomes a determining image within Christianity, and the Holy Spirit is seen as very 

much part of the Godhead. But we are still entitled to ask what all this means.  

 Jesus’ promise of the Spirit after he left the earth has made people wonder if the 

Spirit had not been present before. Surely the answer is one of extent and magnitude. 

Without the physical presence of Jesus, the Spirit takes a far more “visible” position. He 

is to impress the need to a change of heart, to bring to mind what is needed, to lead into 

all truth. Surely in order to do this the Spirit absolutely must be divine! 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit gave Themselves to the working out of the plan of redemption. {CH 222} 

 We are to co-operate with the three highest powers in heaven—the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Ghost—and these powers will work through us, making us workers 

together with God. {Ev 617} 

 The presence of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the three highest powers 

in the universe, is pledged to be with every striving soul. They will impart grace and 

strength to all who will watch unto prayer, to all who will purify the soul by obedience to 

the truth. {SW, December 15, 1908}   

 The eternal heavenly dignitaries—God, and Christ, and the Holy Spirit—arming 

them [the disciples] with more than mortal energy, . . . would advance with them to the 

work and convince the world of sin. {Ev 616}  

  As in humility they [the disciples] submitted to the molding influence of the Holy 

Spirit, they received of the fullness of the Godhead and were fashioned in the likeness of 

the divine.  {AA 49}   

 Keep yourselves where the three great powers of heaven, the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, can be your efficiency. These powers work with the man who gives 

himself unreservedly to God, heart and soul and mind and strength. {ST, May 10, 1905}  
Prepared April 17, 2016 © Jonathan Gallagher 2016 


