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2. The Holy Spirit: Working Behind the Scenes  (1Q 2017—Holy Spirit and 

Spirituality) 

 

Biblical material: Ezek. 37:5, 9; Gen. 1:2; Job 26:13; Exod. 31:1-5; John 16:13, 14; Gal. 

5:16-23; John 16:14. 

 

Quotes 

• I have assumed my clear commitment to a Trinitarian orthodoxy was sufficient 

evidence that I have not intentionally ignored the role of the Holy Spirit. It may be 

true, however, that my work has been so Christ-centred, I may have given the 

impression that the Holy Spirit is an afterthought. Stanley Hauerwas 

• If you know Christ, you don’t need to beg for the Holy Spirit to come into your 

life; He is already there—whether you “feel” His presence or not. Don’t confuse 

the Holy Spirit with an emotional feeling or a particular type of spiritual 

experience. Billy Graham 

• The Holy Spirit does his work by making Christ present among us, and Christ can 

do his work on earth only by being present in his Holy Spirit. Regin Prenter 

• We may take it as a rule of the Christian life that the more we are filled with the 

Holy Spirit, the more we shall glorify the Lord Jesus. Frank Gabelein  

 

Questions 

 Why is the Holy Spirit’s work often quiet and unassuming, working behind the 

scenes? How do we see the Holy Spirit as far more than some force or energy? Why are 

the words for breath and spirit the same—what does this tell us? How does Jesus explain 

the work of the Holy Spirit? How does the Holy Spirit also reveal the truth about God? 

 

Bible summary 

 In Ezek. 37:5, 9 it is the Spirit (or breath) that gives life to the dry bones. Gen. 1:2 

records the Holy Spirit’s involvement in Creation. “The breath of his voice made the 

heavens beautiful.” Job 26:13 FBV. Exod. 31:1-5 records that in the making of the 

Tabernacle, craftsmen were filled with the Spirit of God. “When the Spirit of truth 

comes, he will teach you the whole truth. He doesn’t speak for himself, but he only says 

what he hears, and he will tell you what’s going to happen. He brings me glory for he 

teaches you whatever he receives from me,” says Jesus in John 16:13, 14 FBV. Gal. 5:16-

23 describes how we will walk with the Spirit and have the gifts of the Spirit. 

 

Comment  

 The Holy Spirit has the same attributes as the other members of the Godhead. 

Most particularly, God’s focus is centered on the other, and so God is never preoccupied 

with himself. So it is no surprise that the Holy Spirit is the same. He is self-effacing, 

modest, unassuming, working behind the scenes to achieve his purposes. This is why the 

Holy Spirit often seems invisible, not only in nature but also in his actions. He is 

compared to the wind that cannot be seen, but the effects are very clear and obvious. The 

Spirit was active in Creation. He was involved in the creative aspects of the earthly 

Sanctuary. It is the Spirit that gives life—as portrayed by Ezekiel’s vision of the dry 
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bones. In so many ways the Holy Spirit is the life-giving, “inspiring” (literally!) aspect of 

God. Without the Spirit’s activity in the world and in our lives it all would be impossible. 

 As a teacher of truth, Jesus says, he doesn’t speak for himself. Yet the Spirit is 

intimately involved in the life of Jesus. He was there at Jesus’ conception, at his baptism, 

at his temptations, and so on. The first question is obvious—why would Jesus need the 

Holy Spirit if Jesus is also God? Here we see the interconnectedness (if that is the right 

word) of God, with the three persons of the Godhead all involved in our salvation.  

 At Jesus’ baptism the Holy Spirit “descended like a dove”—what was that for? 

Jesus knew what was happening, so we can only surmise that this visible confirmation 

was for the onlookers. This is so like God—to make sure we see and understand what is 

taking place, so that we can clearly appreciate the significance of the event. 

 Romans 8:11 indicates that it was the Spirit who raised Jesus. However Jesus said 

he had the ability to lay down his life and to take it up again. Yet in other places we’re 

told it was God who raised Jesus. What does this tell us about the character of God? 

 How does Hebrews 9:14 FBV fit in here? “How much more does the blood of 

Christ—who offered himself in his sinless life to God through the eternal Spirit—clean 

your consciences from your past sinful lives so you can serve the living God?” What was 

the Holy Spirit doing as the Son presented himself as sacrifice to the Father? It may seem 

rather “mechanistic” to some, and has often been misunderstood in terms of making some 

kind of payment to the Father. It would be better to see this verse as yet another 

demonstration of all members of the Godhead working together for our salvation, 

intimately concerned for the best of all created beings, and in the process refuting the 

charges of the Devil in the great controversy. For the sacrifice was not for God’s benefit 

(otherwise we have the absurd idea that God offered God’s blood to God) but for us, and 

for the universe. The “gift that brings peace” (Rom. 3:25) was to convince us, not God. 

Hebrews 9:14 shows us that the Spirit is equally involved here in God offering himself in 

such a way as to answer the charges brought by Satan and deal with the issues of the 

great controversy.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

 He who has the Spirit of Christ will have modesty of demeanor, and his words 

will reveal that the Holy Spirit is cherished. Christians will not be bold, rash, dictatorial, 

boastful, denunciatory, and revengeful, but will manifest an unassuming, gentle spirit, 

and will show that they discern and appreciate the virtues of others.  {21MR 182}   

 Never will the human heart know happiness until it is submitted to be molded by 

the Spirit of God. The Spirit conforms the renewed soul to the model, Jesus Christ. 

Through its influence, enmity against God is changed into faith and love, and pride into 

humility. The soul perceives the beauty of truth, and Christ is honored in excellence and 

perfection of character.--OHC 152 (1896).  {LDE 65.2}   

  There are hearts that the Lord has touched with His Holy Spirit. No sooner does 

grace begin its work in the soul, than the heart is humbled and subdued; there is no 

wrestling for the supremacy; pride is gone; there is such a sense of the love of Christ in 

giving His life for sinful beings that there is no desire to become self-exalted. The 

converted one sees that his Redeemer lived a life of humility, and he desires to walk in 

His footsteps. {TSS 25} 
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