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12. The Work of the Holy Spirit (1Q 2017—Holy Spirit and Spirituality) 

 

Biblical material: John 16:8-11; Rom. 5:10; Heb. 4:15, 16; 1 Pet. 5:8, 9; 1 John 5:12, 13; 

Ps. 31:24; Rom. 15:13. 

 

Quotes 

• Before Christ sent the church into the world, he sent the Spirit into the church. 

The same order must be observed today. John R. W. Stott 

• Grace is power as well as pardon. Gabriel Fackre 

• The Holy Spirit establishes the righteousness of heaven in the midst of the 

unrighteousness of earth, and will not stop or stay until all that is dead has been 

brought back to life and a new world has come into being. Karl Barth 

• If Pentecost is not repeated, neither is it retracted… This is the era of the Holy 

Spirit. John Murray 

• When you read the New Testament, you see the Holy Spirit was supposed to 

change everything so that this gathering of people who call themselves Christians 

had this supernatural element about them. Francis Chan 

 

Questions 

 What needs to be restored and how does the Holy Spirit accomplish this? How 

does the Holy Spirit work to convict us of sin? Why cannot God just “fix” things? What 

happens if we reject the pleadings of the Spirit and definitively choose our own way? If 

we give up on God, what then? Which God do we give up on? 

 

Bible summary 

  Jesus said about the Holy Spirit: “When he comes, he will convince those in the 

world that they have wrong ideas regarding sin, what’s right, and judgment: Sin, for they 

don’t trust in me. What is right, for I’m going to the Father and you won’t see me any 

longer. Judgment, for the ruler of this world has been condemned.” John 16:8-11 FBV. 

Paul writes that we are reconciled through Jesus’ death and saved through his life (Rom. 

5:10). Through Jesus our high priest we are to approach the throne of grace with 

confidence (Heb. 4:15, 16). We are to resist the Devil (1 Pet. 5:8, 9). Through Jesus was 

have eternal life (1 John 5:12, 13). Those who hope in the Lord are to be strong and take 

heart (Ps. 31:24). “May the God of hope completely fill you with all joy and peace as you 

trust in him, so that you will overflow with hope through the power of the Holy Spirit!” 

Rom. 15:13 FBV. 

 

Comment 

 Romans 1 provides a wonderful insight into the problem God faced in dealing 

with sin. While earnestly wanting to save and heal, he also respects the freedom and 

individuality of each of his created beings. So without a positive response, God cannot 

intervene. In the end, if the resistance is complete and persistent, God can do nothing else 

than to give up. In this chapter we read three times of God giving up on rebellious 

children, allowing them to experience the end results of their choices since that is what 

they have unalterably decided.  
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 This is the challenge for the Holy Spirit—to convince us of sin, to plead with us 

to respond, and to work the life-giving changes with our permission. Without our 

agreement, the Spirit will not violate our freedom, but will allow us to choose and 

experience the consequences of those choices.  

 But we should never see God as hostile or unwilling to help us. As Jesus told his 

hearers: “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, would give him a snake 

instead? Or if he asks for an egg, would you give him a scorpion? So if you, even though 

you are evil, still know to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the 

heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?”Luke 11:11-13 FBV. 

 The essential aspect of this lesson is on the Holy Spirit as restorer. This image 

reflects well the truth concerning what God most wants to achieve—not some legal 

declaration that we are not guilty when we manifestly are guilty, or that we are sinless 

when clearly we are sinful—but the process of changing us from untrustworthy rebels to 

trustworthy friends. The Spirit’s work is to work this change in us through our own 

decision to choose good over evil and right over wrong. By confirming the truth, helping 

us to understand, and convincing us through evidence of the trustworthy nature of God, 

the Spirit reverses the rebellious, evil choices and leads us back to the state God intended 

for his loving children. The choice of Adam and Eve to disbelieve God and accept the 

lies of the Devil is rejected; now we choose God and all that is good. The marred and 

distorted picture of God painted by the Accuser is healed and restored, and we see our 

Heavenly Father as he truly is—wholly righteous and admirable. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The Lord knocks at the door of your heart, desiring to enter, that he may impart 

spiritual riches to your soul. He would anoint the blind eyes, that they may discover the 

holy character of God in his law, and understand the love of Christ, which is indeed gold 

tried in the fire. There are old, yet new truths still to be added to the treasures of our 

knowledge. We do not understand or exercise faith as we should. Christ has made rich 

promises in regard to bestowing the Holy Spirit upon his church, and yet how little these 

promises are appreciated! We are not called to worship and serve God by the use of the 

means employed in former years. God requires higher service now than ever before. He 

requires the improvement of the heavenly gifts. He has brought us into a position where 

we need higher and better things than have ever been needed before. The slumbering 

Church must be aroused, awakened out of its spiritual lethargy, to a realization of the 

important duties which have been left undone. The people have not entered into the holy 

place, where Jesus has gone to make an atonement for his children. We need the Holy 

Spirit in order to understand the truths for this time; but there is spiritual drought in the 

churches, and we have accustomed ourselves to be easily satisfied with our standing 

before God. We say that we are rich and increased with goods and have need of nothing, 

while we are poor, and wretched, and miserable, and blind, and naked. {RH, February 25, 

1890 par. 1} 

 True Christians are one with Christ as Christ is one with God. The quickening of 

the Holy Spirit brings life to the soul. When this is believed, understood, and known by 

experience, the character of God is revealed in the human agent. Christ abides in the 

heart.  {ST, October 3, 1900 par. 13} 
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