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11. Grieving and Resisting the Spirit  (1Q 2017—Holy Spirit and Spirituality)  

 

Biblical material: Acts 7:51; Heb. 10:24, 25; Eph. 4:25-5:2; 1 Thess. 5:19-21; Mark 

3:28, 29. 

 

Poem 

 This is the sin against the Holy Ghost: — 

To speak of bloody power as right divine, 

And call on God to guard each vile chief's house, 

And for such chiefs, turn men to wolves and swine:— 

 To go forth killing in White Mercy's name, 

Making the trenches stink with spattered brains, 

Tearing the nerves and arteries apart, 

Sowing with flesh the unreaped golden plains. 

 In any Church's name, to sack fair towns, 

And turn each home into a screaming sty, 

To make the little children fugitive, 

And have their mothers for a quick death cry,— 

 This is the sin against the Holy Ghost: 

This is the sin no purging can atone:— 

To send forth rapine in the name of Christ:— 

To set the face, and make the heart a stone. 

 Vachel Lindsay, The Unpardonable Sin 

 

Questions 

 Why did Jesus speak so strongly about the sin against the Holy Spirit? How 

should we react? Is this a specific sin, or is it an attitude? How does this reflect upon God 

and the issues in the great controversy? What is the real problem with sin and its impact 

on our relationship with God? What does this reveal to the on-looking universe? 

 

Bible summary 

 Stephen complained to his audience that they were like their ancestors—stiff-

necked people (Acts 7:51). We are to encourage each other (Heb. 10:24, 25). In Eph. 

4:25-5:2 Paul tells the church what they should and should not do, especially “Don’t 

disappoint the Holy Spirit of God that marked you as belonging to him until the day of 

redemption.” Eph. 4:30 FBV. We’re also told not to hold the Spirit back (1 Thess. 5:19-

21). Jesus said that blasphemy by rejecting the Holy Spirit could not be forgiven (Mark 

3:28, 29).  

 

Comment  

 In my pastoral experience I have come across several who believed they had 

committed the unpardonable sin against the Holy Spirit. The fact that all these sins were 

different gives us at least a couple of perspective on this—that either they were 

completely wrong, or that that it is not one specific sin. As I counseled with these folks, it 

was also clear to me that since they were concerned over these sins, and that they wanted 

forgiveness, then it was unlikely that they had indeed committed the unpardonable sin. A 
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study of Scripture reveals that the only sins that cannot be forgiven are the ones we do 

not want forgiven. Jesus’ words regarding the sin against the Holy Spirit should be read 

in their full context. We should be looking for the meaning of the whole passage, not 

taking one text out of its specific context and giving it whatever meaning we may think it 

deserves. For this reason read around the verses in Matthew 12 and Mark 3 to establish 

the main point that Jesus is trying to make. 

 The other texts above are primarily making the point that Jesus died to save us. In 

the context of the unpardonable sin, this self-giving attitude of God makes even more 

sense: he so much wants to save us, heal us from the damage of sin, that if we refuse to 

come to him then he can do nothing for us. Like a doctor who weeps because a patient 

refuses to come to him for treatment, God weeps over all who refuse to come to him, the 

only one who can heal the disease of sin. This is the truth behind the concept of the 

unpardonable sin—not that God does not want to help us, but that we refuse his aid. The 

first quote illustrates this: by closing their eyes to the evidence, by being stubborn to the 

entreaties of God, by accepting the lies of the Devil, the Pharisees sinned against the 

Holy Spirit. The sin is the rejection of God—buying the lies of the Devil. 

 “The Bible says all men are without excuse. Even those who are given no good 

reason to believe and many persuasive reasons to disbelieve have no excuse, because the 

ultimate reason they do not believe is that they have deliberately rejected God’s Holy 

Spirit.” William Lane Craig.  Such a belief assumes that even if, due to your situation, 

you have not understood the truth about God, then you are still destined for hellfire 

because you do not believe. Such a view distorts the Scripture and leads to a perverted 

picture of God. But if God is to be considered right and true, then he must always act in 

that way—as Abraham argued over the impending destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.  

 The tragedy is that by such “arguments,” many right-thinking people are turned 

against the God of the Bible and away from his life-saving healing. Sadly it seems that 

more damage is done by mistaken believers than active atheists. If the view we have of 

God is correct, would he not be better pleased with someone who rejects a false picture of 

God than with another who willing accepts a perverted and evil one? Is it not a greater sin 

against the Holy Spirit to twist the truth, misrepresent God, and cause others to fall—all 

in the name of God himself? May we always speak well of our true and trustworthy God. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 They [the Pharisees] attributed to satanic agencies the holy power of God, 

manifested in the works of Christ. Thus the Pharisees sinned against the Holy Ghost. 

Stubborn, sullen, iron-hearted, they determined to close their eyes to all evidence, and 

thus they committed the unpardonable sin. {5BC 1092} 

 In rejecting Christ the Jewish people committed the unpardonable sin; and by 

refusing the invitation of mercy, we may commit the same error... So long as one does 

this, he can find no hope or pardon, and he will finally lose all desire to be reconciled to 

God.  {DA 324-5} 

 The Lord sends warnings to His people, not to destroy them, but to correct their 

errors. I have never been given the testimony to bear to anyone, “You have committed 

the unpardonable sin.” God never told anyone to say to a fellow being, “You have 

committed the unpardonable sin.” He has not given Brother Nelson this message to bear 

to Elder Breed, Elder Irwin, or Elder A. T. Jones.  {RH, July 30, 1901 par. 5} 
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