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10. The Holy Spirit, the Word, and Prayer (1Q 2017—Holy Spirit and Spirituality) 

 

Biblical material: John 15:7; Matt. 7:7; Ps. 66:18; James 1:6-8; 1 John 5:14, 15; Acts 

2:38; Rom 8:26, 27. 

 

Quotes 

• If it were possible to put the Holy Spirit into a textbook of pharmacology I would 

put him under the stimulants, for that is where he belongs. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

• Receiving the Holy Spirit is the way that those who already believe in Christ are 

empowered to serve Him. .... It’s more important to focus on how one lives the 

Spirit-filled life than on a rigid formula for receiving it.... Receiving the Spirit… 

is not a one-time event, but an ongoing way of life. Larry Christenson 

• What the Church needs to-day is not more machinery or better, not new 

organizations or more and novel methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use, 

men of prayer, men mighty in prayer. The Holy Ghost does not flow through 

methods, but through men. He does not come on machinery, but on men. He does 

not anoint plans, but men, men of prayer. E.M. Bounds 

• The Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Power helpeth our infirmity in prayer. The Holy 

Spirit as the Spirit of Life ends our deadness in prayer. The Holy Spirit as the 

Spirit of Wisdom delivers us from ignorance in this holy art of prayer. The Holy 

Spirit as the Spirit of Fire delivers us from coldness in prayer. The Holy Spirit as 

the Spirit of Might comes to our aid in our weakness as we pray. Leonard 

Ravenhill 

 

Questions 

 How do we put together the elements of this study: the Holy Spirit, the Word, and 

prayer?  How would you describe the concept of being “born again” to someone who has 

never heard the idea? How are the Spirit’s values different to ours? How does the work of 

the Spirit fit into God’s wider plan in the great controversy? What is our part?  

 

Bible summary 

 “If you remain in me, and my words remain in you, then you can ask for whatever 

you want, and it will be given you.” John 15:7 FBV. Jesus tells us to ask, seek, and 

knock, and we will receive (Matt. 7:7). The Psalmist says that the Lord does not hear us if 

we cherish sin (Ps. 66:18). We are to ask and believe, without doubt, says James 1:6-8. 

“We can be confident that he will listen to us as long as we ask in accordance with his 

will. If we know that he hears our requests, we can be sure that we will receive what 

we’ve asked him for.” 1 John 5:14, 15. As we repent and are baptized we receive the 

Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). The Spirit intercedes for us even though we don’t know what we 

ought to pray for (Rom 8:26, 27). 

 

Comment   
 Through the Holy Spirit, the Word, and prayer, we can have assurance. We are to 

ask and believe without doubting; we are to be confident that God hears us as we ask in 

accordance with his will. In contrast to those who point to other manifestations as proof 

of the gift of the Holy Spirit, Peter at Pentecost said that those who repented and were 
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baptized received the Holy Spirit. The key is to remain in Jesus, as Jesus himself said, 

and we will receive. 

  The essential aspect of this lesson is the life-giving, regenerative aspects of the 

Holy Spirit. In his conversation with Nicodemus recorded in John 3, Jesus makes the 

point that believers are to be born of the Spirit. In contrast to our physical birth, we need 

to begin again as if through birth into the spiritual world, operating from a whole 

different set of values and principles. Only by this process of regeneration (the word 

means re-birth) can our sinful natures be transformed into the likeness of God, the way 

we’re made in the first place. As Romans 8 and Galatians 6 make clear, if we follow our 

sinful natures, then we are captive to such desires, but if we follow the Spirit then we set 

our minds on the things of the Spirit. It’s as simple as that in essence, though the practical 

aspects are a continual challenge. The same Spirit that resurrected Christ will resurrect us 

from our dead spiritual state even now. 

 Part of the answer to the Devil’s charges against God is to refute the claim that 

God’s values are impossible to abide by. By the life of the Spirit, Christians demonstrate 

to the universe the validity of God’s way, and that to live any other way only leads to sin 

and self-destruction. The fact that the Spirit reclaims and regenerates also demonstrates 

that God is not the hostile, vengeful tyrant the Devil has portrayed, but rather the loving 

heavenly Father who always wishes the best for all his children. The very fact we are re-

born by the Spirit to walk in newness of life demonstrates the kind of God we can love 

and admire. 

 This study is a tremendous reassurance to us as we worry, anxious about many 

things. The truth is that whatever may come, we can trust in our trustworthy God. Even if 

things do not work out as we wish in this life, he promises he will be with us until the 

end, and then he welcomes us with open arms into his eternity. What a wonderful 

promise from our loving Lord. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

Make your explanations clear; for I know that there are many who do not 

understand many of the things said to them. Let the Holy Spirit mold and fashion your 

speech, cleansing it from all dross. Speak as to little children, remembering that there are 

many well advanced in years who are but little children in understanding.  {Ev 175} 

The Holy Spirit, the Comforter, can work upon the heart, influencing, directing, 

so that he enjoys spiritual things. He is “after the Spirit…”{SpTA01b 22} 

If fewer words of human wisdom, and more of the words of Christ were spoken, 

if there were fewer sermons, and more social meetings, we would find a different 

atmosphere pervade our churches and our camp meetings. Seasons of prayer should be 

held for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Then let the leader of the meeting, by a few 

appropriate remarks, open the way for the church members to bear witness to their love 

of God. {9MR 93}   

Christ has sent His representative, the Holy Spirit, surrounding His living agents 

who are employed to pierce the ignorance with the bright beams of the Sun of 

Righteousness. His voice will give assurance, “Lo I am with you alway, even unto the 

end of the world.” The fact is to be ever kept before us that we are carrying forward the 

warfare in the presence of an invisible world. {CTr 136} 
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