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1. The Spirit and the Word  (1Q 2017—Holy Spirit and Spirituality) 

 

Biblical material: 2 Pet. 1:19-21, 1 Cor. 2:9-13, Ps. 119:160, John 17:17; 2 Timothy 

3:16, 17. 

 

Quotes 

• The Spirit has his own existence and personal function in the inner life of God 

and the economy of salvation: his task is to bring about the unity of the human 

race in the Body of Christ, but he also imparts to this unity a personal, and hence 

diversified, character. John Meyendorff 

• If the Holy Spirit guides us at all, he will do it according to the Scriptures, and 

never contrary to them. George Muller 

• I seek the will of the Spirit of God through or in connection with the Word of 

God. The Spirit and the Word must be combined. If I look to the Spirit alone 

without the Word, I lay myself open to great delusions also. George Muller 

• The words contained in it were inspired by the Holy Spirit into the minds of 

faithful men, called Prophets and Seers in the Old Testament; and Evangelists and 

Apostles in the New. Adam Clarke 

• The Spirit breathes upon the Word and brings the truth to sight. William Cowper 

 

Questions 
 How would you explain the interrelation between the Spirit and the Word? What 

role does the Spirit have in inspiring, delivering, and interpreting the Word? In what way 

is the Bible actually inspired? How much do we understand from the Word about the 

Holy Spirit? If the Scripture explains the Spirit and the Spirit explains the Scripture, is 

this not circular reasoning? 

 

Bible summary 

 2 Pet. 1:19-21 explains the Spirit’s role in the Word: “no prophecy originated in 

human ideas, but prophets spoke for God as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” 2 Peter 

1:21 FBV. The Spirit reveals God to us, searches everything, and teaches us (1 Cor. 2:9-

13). Ps. 119:160 tells us all God’s words are true and his laws eternal. Jesus prays for his 

disciples: “Make them holy by the truth; your word is truth.” John 17:17 FBV. 2 Timothy 

3:16, 17 explains: “All Scripture inspired by God is useful for teaching, for confronting 

what is wrong, for setting us straight, and for telling us what is right.” 

 

Comment   
 It has been observed that the Bible is the product of inspiration rather than actually 

inspired itself. The point is made that the Spirit inspires people who then write down what 

the Spirit wishes them to say. Of course they use their own language and their own style, 

and convey thoughts in their own way. That God should choose to do this is another 

example of his condescension, and should help us to see the way in which he works. That he 

should allow human beings to be the means through who he writes his book again shows us 

his nature and character. 

 When it comes to descriptions of the Holy Spirit in Scripture, there are precious 

few. He is likened to the wind; he may be manifested in some way as tongues of fire; he 
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descends as a dove, breathes into (inspires), and so on. But like the wind, he is hard to 

see, define, or pin down. No wonder there is much confusion as to his work, nature, and 

even existence.  

 Then there are the wider concepts of how we are to read and understand Scripture 

generally. Frequently made assertions are made: “I take the Bible just as it reads,” “I 

believe in verbal inspiration,” “I know the interpretation is right when I get a warm 

feeling in my heart,” etc. Here we are trying to understand what the Bible is saying about 

the Holy Spirit and asking the Holy Spirit to help us understand! It would be easy to 

conclude that we should “just believe” without asking questions as to what we should 

believe…But this is not God’s way. 

 Some rest content in that they have extensive acquaintance with the words of the 

Bible. But that is not enough. As always, the search for meaning and understanding is 

paramount. Without a desire to understand and apply, the Bible remains just words, 

which though fascinating, are not effective. As Jesus told his hearers, “You search the 

Scriptures because you think that through them you’ll gain eternal life. But the evidence 

they give is in support of me!” John 5:39 FBV. All too often we also can search the 

Scriptures because we think by doing so we gain something, but without meeting the 

Christ of the Scriptures are search is in vain. Mere words cannot save—it is only as we 

find the God who is revealed there that we can come to know and trust him as he truly is. 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 The Bible is written by inspired men, but it is not God’s mode of thought and 

expression. It is that of humanity. God, as a writer, is not represented. Men will often say 

such an expression is not like God. But God has not put Himself in words, in logic, in 

rhetoric, on trial in the Bible. The writers of the Bible were God’s penmen, not His pen. 

Look at the different writers. It is not the words of the Bible that are inspired, but the men 

that were inspired. Inspiration acts not on the man’s words or his expressions but on the 

man himself, who, under the influence of the Holy Ghost, is imbued with thoughts. But 

the words receive the impress of the individual mind. The divine mind is diffused. The 

divine mind and will is combined with the human mind and will; thus the utterances of 

the man are the Word of God (MS 24, 1886).  {7BC 945-6}   

 It is not enough for us to know and respect the words of the Scriptures. We must 

enter into the understanding of them, studying them earnestly, eating the flesh and 

drinking the blood of the Son of God. Christians will reveal the degree to which they do 

this by the healthiness of their spiritual character. We must know the practical application 

of the Word to our own individual character-building. {5BC 1135} 

 The student of the Sabbath-school should feel as thoroughly in earnest to become 

intelligent in the knowledge of the Scriptures as to excel in the study of the sciences... 

The prayer of Christ for his disciples was, Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is 

truth. If we are to be sanctified through a knowledge of the truth found in the word of 

God, we must have an intelligent knowledge of his will therein revealed. We must search 

the Scriptures, not merely rush through a chapter and repeat it, taking no pains to 

understand it, but we must dig for the jewel of truth which will enrich the mind...{RH, 

November 28, 1878} 
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